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In connection with the 32
Siyum HoRambam, we
bring an overview on the
Rebbe’s takona, including
a selection of quotes from
the Rebbe and the
founding concepts of this
campaign.

“It’s been several years now that I've been waiting for
someone to take up the idea of dividing the sefer of Ram-
bam as well,” the Rebbe announced at the farbrengen of
Acharon Shel Pesach, 5744, “until finally they actually
did so in one of the Sefardishe countries. The entire sefer
was divided amongst many students, and collectively
they completed the entire sefer in close proximity to the
Rambam’s birthday this year.”

It was at that historic moment that the Rebbe launched
“Mivtza Rambam,” a moment that would change our
lives as Chassidim forever.

Which Sefardishe country was the Rebbe referring to?
And what was done there that prompted the Rebbe to
mention their act in his sicha? To understand this phe-
nomenon we must rewind back to Kislev of that year.

INNOVATION IN MOROCCO

In 5744, Yud-Tes Kislev was on a Friday. The Rebbe’s
official farbrengen took place on Thursday night, and
continued on Shabbos, Chof Kislev. At one point in that
farbrengen, while discussing the siyum on Shas (in con-

Much of the material in this essay is collected from the “Nitzutzei
Rebbe” articles by Rabbi M. M. Laufer; Hiskashrus weekly publica-
tion.
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A NEWS REPORT IN “THE NEW YORK TIMES” ABOUT ONE OF THE FIRST SIYUMEI HORAMBAM.

nection with the Chalukas HaShas con-
ducted each year on Yud-Tes Kislev), the
Rebbe declared that the time had come to
begin studying the Sefer Halachos of the
Rambam, Mishneh Torah, in a similar
fashion.

For some reason, no one acted upon
this directive—perhaps because it was
mentioned passively and without detail.
However, in Casablanca, Morocco, the
city where the Rambam himself had lived
for a while, the Talmidim HaShluchim
learned the sicha from Shabbos Vayeshev
and decided to launch a campaign to
fulfill the Rebbe’s wishes.

The plan was to apportion the Ram-
bam in the same way Shas was divided:
each person would take upon himself to
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learn a set of Halochos. The campaign
would start on Yud Shvat with the goal to
collectively finish the entire Mishneh
Torah by Yud Alef Nissan.

The shluchim took to the field, ener-
getically going to each Kollel, Beis Din,
shul and Yeshiva to give them the oppor-
tunity to take part in the Mivtza. It is
important to remember that in those
days thousands of Jews lived in Morocco,
many of them big talmidei chachomim.
Even Rabbi Binyamin Gordetzky, the
representative of the Rebbe to Europe
and Africa, joined in, and within two
weeks every part of Rambam was pledged
for.

A remarkable unity enveloped the To-
rah world of Morocco. The Chief Rabbi

of Morocco, Rabbi Aharon Monsongo,
responded excitedly to the proposal, re-
marking that he had a k’vius in Rambam
every Motzei Shabbos.

Each set of Halochos was taken by
another person or group of people be-
sides for Hilchos Shluchin V’Shutafin,
which was learnt by the shluchim togeth-
er as a group. Rabbi Shlomo Matusof,
one of the shluchim to Morroco, gave
them a special shiur in these Halochos.

It is interesting to note that they
planned on finishing the 83 sets of Halo-
chos in honor of Yud Alef Nissan, the day
the Rebbe entered his 83rd year.

THE REBBE’S RESPONSE

The Bochurim sent a detailed Duch to
the Rebbe, and in the beginning of Adar I
they received a letter Kloli-Proti begin-
ning with the words, “Your letter which
was included was received, V’Tach.”
They now felt that they had done the
right thing and given the Rebbe nachas.

But the story didn’t stop there. On Yud
Alef Nissan, 5744, the Rebbe made a
Hadran on Rambam. And although there
was no mention in the sichos about the
mivtza in Morocco, the shluchim felt the
Hadran alone was a sign.

THE TAKONA IS LAUNCHED

Eleven days later on Acharon Shel
Pesach the Rebbe spoke again, this time
mentioning the feat accomplished in
Morocco. After completing the Hadran
on Rambam (that he had begun on Yud
Alef Nissan), the Rebbe said:

“While on the topic of Rambam, I'd
like to make the following suggestion: we
know that there are several study cycles
with which people complete the entire
Shas (Bavli or Yerushalmi) by learning a
small section each day. It would be a
good idea to initiate a similar cycle dedi-
cated to the study of Rambam’s Mishneh
Torah, learning a part each day and com-
pleting the entire sefer next year on his
birthday, 14 Nissan.

“True, a similar idea has already been
done in one of the Sefardishe countries,
but there they divided the entire sefer by
giving each participant a small section to
learn. It would be better if each and every



individual would complete the entire
sefer on his own.”

3 PEROKIM/1 PEREK

A few days later on 25 Nissan, the Reb-
be held a Yechidus Kliolis for the guests
that had arrived for Pesach, during which
he laid out the details of the new takona:

Being that the entire sefer of Mishneh
Torah includes approximately 1,000 per-
okim, 3 perokim should be studied each
day in order to complete the entire sefer
by the Rambam’s next birthday. Those
who find it difficult to study a full three
perokim each day, could follow their own
cycle by learning only one perek per day,

“Why have we
come out so
blatantly saying
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concluding the entire sefer in three years.

Immediately following this sicha,
members of Vaad L’Hafotzas Sichos
compiled the “Moreh Shiur,” based on
specific instructions from the Rebbe,
including how to divide the Rambam’s
introduction as well as the Minyan Ham-
itzvos, and so on.

Later on at that farbrengen, the Rebbe
gave a deep explanation on the Ram-
bam’s Hakdoma. From then on, at al-
most each and every farbrengen, both
weekday and Shabbos, the Rebbe dedi-
cated one sicha to discuss that day’s les-
son in Rambam, thus compiling a wealth

MYYY YRS 111X A X1 NN

YET IN POLAND
In the 1930's the Frierdiker Rebbe lived in Poland while the
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Rebbe and Rebbetzin lived in Berlin
and then Paris. Each year they
would come for periodical visits to
Poland to be with the Frierdiker
Rebbe, especially during the Yom
Tov seasons.

One of the students of Tomchei
Tmimim in Otwock recalls:

“The Rebbe was often seen going
about with a small bag at his side.
One of the things we noticed being
taken out of the bag was a volume
of the Rambam’s Mishneh Torah. It
was quite clear that the Rebbe held
a daily lesson studying the Rambam
even back then.”

NIGHTLY STUDY IN 770
After escaping the Nazis and arriv-
ing in the USA, the Rebbe and Reb-
betzin lived in New York. The fol-
lowing is an account as recalled by

Reb Zelig Wallman, one of the students of Tomchei

Tmimim 770 in the year 5709:

were unable to determine exactly how much ground he

shake the Lulav.

covered each day.”

RAIN OR SHINE

Once the Rebbe initiated the ta-
kona of learning Rambam each day,
the Rebbe was commonly seen

with a Rambam in hand learning
the daily lesson, especially in the car
during his trips to and from the
Ohel.

Some will recall that even once the
car had already parked in the drive-
way at 770 after returning from the
Ohel, the Rebbe remained seated
for a while and continued studying
from the Rambam while one of the
Mazkirim would wait until he was
finished to open the car door.

Rabbi Chaim Schapiro relates:

“I recall one Sukkos while | was a
young Bochur where the Rebbe
arrived at 770 in the morning and
went into his Sukka in the yard to

A bit later, Reb Meir Harlig, after receiving the Reb-

“A friend of mine and | would sit together each night dur-
ing the evening Seder to learn Chassidus in the main Zal,
and we noticed a most phenomenal thing. Just before
Maariv, the Rebbe would come in and take a volume of the
Rambam’s Mishneh Torah from the shelf and study from it
for a while.

“It was quite clear that he was slowly studying through the
entire Mishneh Torah, one Sefer at a time, although we

be's Lulav to be brought out to the crowd so that each of
the Chassidim would have an opportunity to make a Bro-
cha on the Rebbe’s Lulav, would reenter the Rebbe's Suk-
kah to set out some Mezonos for the Rebbe.

“It was then that | witnessed a most amazing sight: while a
light rain spilled from the sky, the Rebbe stood in the Suk-
ka with a Rambam in his hands and was shaking back and
forth, learning diligently.”



BY THE DIRECTIVE OF THE REBBE, RABBI LEVI BISTRITSKY LEADS A SIYUM HORAMBAM AT THE RAMBAM’S KEVER IN

TEVERIA.

THE GRAND SIYUM HORAMBAM IN NEW YORK. CREDITS: LUBAVITCH ARCHIVES

of novel explanations in the Rambam’s
Mishneh Torah. (Many of these sichos
were later compiled together and pub-
lished in a sefer called “miavn1”).

SEFER HAMITZVOS

The first actual study-cycle was sched-
uled to begin on Sunday, 27 Nissan. The
day before, on Shabbos Parshas
Kedoshim, the Rebbe again dedicated a
sicha to the new takona. For those who
would find it difficult to study the Mish-
neh Torah itself (primarily women and
children), the Rebbe added another cycle:
a daily lesson in Sefer Hamitzvos. The

8 | A CHASSIDISHER DERHER

participants in this cycle would learn the
Mitzvos corresponding to the same
Halochos as those learning three pero-
kim, as they appear in the Rambam’s
Sefer Hamitzvos.

THE STUDY BEGINS

On Sunday it began. Chassidim across
the globe took to the Rebbe’s new takona
excitedly. In Eretz Yisroel, more than a
minyan of Anash dressed in their Shabbos
attire, headed by Rabbi Levi Bistritski of
Tzfas (whom the Rebbe referred to as the
“Mora D’asra of the Rambam’s Tziyun”),
traveled to the Rambam’s kever in Teve-

ria to commence this historic first study
cycle of Mishneh Torah.

Even behind the Iron Curtain, Chassi-
dim did their best to heed the Rebbe’s
call.

“We didn’t even have a full set of Ram-
bam at hand,” recalls Rabbi Itche Kogan
of Leningrad. “A friend of mine had only
a few booklets of the Rambam’s Hilchos
Shabbos, but I visited his home and we
studied together. True, it wasn’t exactly
what the Rebbe intended, but we felt that
at least, in this manner, we could partici-
pate in the new takona.”

WHY RAMBAM?

The reasons specified by the Rebbe for
initiating the takona can be categorized
in two main points:

a) Achdus Yisroel:

By each and every Yid studying the
same section each day, a bond is created
among Klal Yisroel.

[The Rambam writes in his hakdoma
that the sefer is intended “91mav170pY”,
Le. for every single Jew, no matter what
background he has in other areas of To-
rah. Everyone is capable of understand-
ing and appreciating the text, each on
their own level of depth.]

b) Kol HaTorah Kulah:

The Rambam’s Mishneh Torah is the
only sefer that contains all the Halochos
of Torah pertaining to each period in
history—including the times when the
Beis Hamikdosh stood, as well as the
times of Moshiach. In fact, the Rambam
writes in his hakdoma that by learning
Torah Shebiksav and then his sefer alone,
one will have studied through the entire
Torah. The Alter Rebbe rules in Hilchos
Talmud Torah that every person is obli-
gated to know the entire Torah; learning
Rambam is an efficient way of achieving
that goal.

When specifying these reasons, the
Rebbe added that truthfully there are
more reasons for the new takona, but
these will suffice (my1 9% Dyv 7100
nyv).

SHTUREM UN L’YAREM!
On the following Shabbos, Parshas
Emor, the Rebbe held a surprise far-



brengen, explaining that one of the rea-
sons for this was in connection with the
commencement of the Rambam study.

“One might ask”, said the Rebbe,
“Why have we suddenly begun with this
shturem about studying Rambam? Why
have we come out so blatantly saying -
ID"am1 WYY 9IRTR TR PR PT 0N
Surely there are plenty of people who
already learned Rambam in the past, so
why the tumult now?”

“The answer,” said the Rebbe, “is that
the world today is (spiritually) asleep,
and the only way to awaken everyone is
by making a shturem and I’yarem about
learning Rambam.”!

“KAV SHELOI”

Over the years, the Rebbe spoke about
Limud HoRambam at virtually every
single weekday and Shabbos farbrengen
from the time the takona was launched.
In addition to the many deep explana-
tions and dissertations in the Rambam’s
actual text, there were numerous times
when the Rebbe spoke about the great
advantages of studying the entire Ram-
bam, and the importance of Takonas
Limud HoRambam.

In the sicha of Erev Yom Kippur, 5746,
the Rebbe stressed, “The new daily study
of Rambam bears special significance in
the fact that it
sheloi’ (one’s personal and dearly held

constitutes ‘Kav

possession) for: a) It was willingly ac-
cepted by each individual, and b) It is a
fairly new idea, and not merely an old
commitment.”

In a Yechidus with Reb Gershon B.
Jacobson at the end of Nissan, 5745
(approximately one year after the takona
was launched), the Rebbe disclosed that,
“Instituting the daily study of Rambam
was an innovative idea, in the spirit of
‘Le’chatchila Aribber’. 1 myself did not
imagine that within one year the project
would reach such a magnitude.”

THE RAMBAM WOULD NOT ALLOW IT!
Making mention of those who opposed
the new takona, the Rebbe continued in
that same Yechidus:
“I cannot fathom, how could the study
of Rambam be met with opposition?

What could be wrong with learning
Rambam? The same is true with the op-
position some people had when we
launched Mivtza Tefillin; what is it that
bothers people about putting Tefillin on
another Yid? You don’t approve of
teaching Chassidus to bochurim? Fine, I
may be able to understand your issue.
But studying Rambam and putting on
Tefillin with Yidden, what could be
wrong with that?

“My only explanation is that people
are intimidated by Lubavitch. Whatever
Lubavitch says, they feel the need to say

the opposite! If I would announce that
there are Ten Dibros, they would re-
spond that there are only nine.”

In a sicha said by the Rebbe around
that time (Lag B’omer, 5745), the Rebbe
added:

“There are those who make ‘letzonus’
from the study of Rambam. Amongst all
of those people, you will not find even
one that has completed the study of one
full sefer of Rambam from beginning to
end. He may have a very good head; he
knows how to say a good shiur, and he
even knows how to make letzonus. But if
you will ask him earnestly, you can be
certain that he has never studied one full
sefer of the Rambam’s fourteen seforim
in its entirety.

“How am I so sure? Because if he had
obtained a real connection with the Ram-
bam by learning even part of his sefer
properly, the Rambam himself would
never let him make letzonus from the
study of Rambam.”?

BEST REASON TO FARBRENG!

One of the important elements of Ta-
konas Limud HoRambam stressed by the
Rebbe numerous times, was the im-
portance of arranging proper siyumin at
the end of each cycle. The Rebbe’s in-
volvement in the grand siyumin in New
York and elsewhere, as well as the beauti-
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A SIYUM HORAMBAM IS HELD IN THE HOUSE OF THE RAMBAM IN FEZ, MORROCO ON CHAI NISSAN 5748.

ful albums produced about them at the
Rebbe’s behest, is beyond the scope of
this article and will, IYH, be covered at
another opportunity. We will suffice with
one fascinating point:

During the farbrengen of Yud Alef
Nissan, 5745, the Rebbe dedicated the
second sicha to explain why a farbrengen
was being held in connection with this
day.? At its conclusion, the Rebbe added:

“The truth is that we need not look too
far for a good reason to hold this far-
brengen. The best and most important
reason is that today, hundreds and thou-
sands of Yidden completed a full cycle of
studying Rambam.” The Rebbe then went
on to conduct a siyum in the presence of
all the Chassidim, reading the text from
the finish and start of Mishneh Torah,
and giving a lengthy Hadran.*

TALMIDEI HAYESHIVOS

Interestingly, the Rebbe singled out
Yeshivah bochurim several times with
regard to the study of Rambam, explain-
ing how the takona pertains especially to
them.

At the farbrengen of Shabbos Parshas
Korach, 5744, the Rebbe explained:

“In certain Yeshivos, they only learn in
a manner of charifus, delving deeply into
the subjects of Gemora, without covering
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much ground. The students can spend an
entire ‘zman’ learning only six or ten
blatt. When finishing their studies at Ye-
shivah, aside for the few mesichtos cov-
ered in Yeshivah, the students are left
with many more ‘bletter’ of Gemora
which they are obligated to know, but
will never learn.

“This was indeed one of the reasons for
instituting the daily study of Rambam.
For the Rambam covers all the Halochos
of Torah Shebaal-peh in their entirety.”

NOT ONLY FOR BOCHURIM!

The following conversation with the
Rebbe by dollars speaks volumes on how
much the Rebbe expected the Yeshivah
bochurim’s participation in the study of
Rambam:

On Sunday, Rosh Chodesh Kislev,
5751, the Rosh Yeshivah of Torah
V’Daas, Rabbi Asher Katzman, ap-
proached the Rebbe and mentioned the
importance of Yeshivah bochurim study-
ing Rambam.

Rebbe: I believe I have already spoken
about this.

RK: Even for Talmidei HaYeshivos?

Rebbe: Not only for Talmidei HaYe-
shivos, but for everyone else as well.

THE LAST YECHIDUS
At the conclusion of Tishrei, 5752, the

Rebbe held a Yechidus for Talmidei
HaYeshivos, as he would every year.
When speaking of the bochurim’s prima-
ry task—Limud HaTorah—the Rebbe
singled out especially the study of the
entire Rambam, which whereby fulfills
the obligation to complete Kol HaTorah
Kulla.

The Rebbe reiterated this point several
times throughout the Yechidus, empha-
sizing the importance to continue with
the new cycle and study Rambam dili-
gently.”

As it turns out, in the last sicha spoken
directly to the bochurim, the Rebbe spe-
cifically and elaborately discussed the
importance of studying Rambam every
day, in addition to our commitment to
Limud HaTorah in general.

In conclusion, let us hope that, in the
Rebbe’s words:

“Yehi Ratzon that this ‘chalom’ of unit-
ing all the Jewish people together
through the study of the entire Torah
(Rambam) should come to fruition in
actuality, something which has already
begun and is growing in number with
each passing day, will bring the ultimate
‘chalom’ to fruition as well, the nYxa
NrpT wn "y arbwm enmsn s, |l

1. Hisvaaduyos 5744. vol. 3 p. 1637

2. Hisvaaduyos 5745 vol. 3 p. 2008

3. See Derher Magazine issue 14 (Teves 5774) p. 5

4. Hisvaaduyos 5745 vol. 3 p. 1697

5. Hisvaaduyos 5744 vol. 3 p. 2033

6. That week, Chassidim celebrated the eighth Siyum
HoRambam.

7. Sichos Kodesh 5752 vol. 1 p. 249-250

8. Hisvaaduyos 5744 vol. 4 p. 2222
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In our previous edition (A Chassidisher
Derher Magazine; Teves 5774) a K'sav Yad
which was featured in the article titled “Let
There Be Light” was mistakenly elucidated.
While the transcription given was n"ni'na*
P12 IP7YA1 ANYXM 010192 POYIIY 1
121 MmN N¥onY one of the words was
incorrect. The correct wording reads as
follows:
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