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Camp Visit - 5716

At one point on the way, the Rebbe stopped to re-
cite Tfillas Haderech. After three hours of driving,
they finally reached the camp-grounds at Ellenville,
New York.

The Rebbe was shown around the entire
grounds; the bunks, the lake, and even the infir-
mary, as he commented on various details all the
while.

Then the Rebbe entered the dining-room for a
Farbrengen. The Rebbe wished to wash and con-
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“Everything will he okay!”

CAMP VISIT - TAMMUZ 5716

Morning of Monday, 16 Tammuz. Head-staff of
Camp Gan Yisroel sat busily in their office at 770,
preparing for the upcoming inaugural session of
Lubavitch’s new camp beginning in just a few days-
time, when suddenly Rabbi Leibel Groner entered
the room. He asked Rabbi Moshe Lazar if they
knew how long the trip to the camp-grounds would
take by car, who responded that it was between two
and three hours.

A short while later Rabbi Groner returned with
surprising news: in just a few hours, the Rebbe
planned to make a trip to visit the new camp!

Word spread quickly around 770, as Anash and
Bochurim all found cars to join in for a ride to the
Catskills.

In due time, the Rebbe got into the car and sat
beside the driver, Rabbi Krinsky, while Rabbis

to a silk one, and then washed his hands for the
meal.

Returning to the dining-room, the Rebbe re-
trieved a piece of Matza from his pocket and said
Hamotzi over it, and then distributed some more
Matza to the crowd, instructing that all wash and
take seats.

Insisting that there would be enough for eve-
ryone to receive a piece (albeit a very small one),
the Rebbe urged that there was no need to push
around.

One of the people took a piece of Matza and,
instead of eating it, hid it away in his pocket. When
the Rebbe noticed this, the individual excused
himself saying that he was trying to fulfill his
yearly custom of saving a piece from the Rebbe’s
afikoman, which he missed this year. The Rebbe
retorted: “But why must the rest of the crowd suf-
fer because you decided to hide a piece?” When
someone else commented (in his defense) that after
all, it’s the Rebbe’s afikoman, the Rebbe responded
“It’s not afikoman anyway!”

While distributing the Matza, the Rebbe sud-
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Lazar, Kehos Weiss, and Avrohom Shemtov) to
show the way, and following behind was a long
procession of cars carrying the rest of Anash and
Bochurim.

When they reached a toll, Rabbi Weiss paid
for the price of two cars (his own, as well as the
Rebbe’s which was following right behind). The
individual at the booth was surprised and, pointing
at the Rebbe’s car (a Cadillac) he asked, “The guy
behind you doesn’t have enough money to pay on
his own?”

While on the way, Rabbi Weiss’s car was stopped
by a police officer for having more children in the
car than legally permissible. As he began writing
out a ticket, the Rebbe rolled down the window in
his car and explained to the officer that some of the
children can join with them. In the end, only one of
the children actually switched over, and the officer
let them off anyway.

Bochurim on their way to camp flipped over three
times in an accident! The Rebbe asked him who
was inside, and then, without waiting for him to
complete the list, the Rebbe waved his hand and
said, “Ah; everything will be okay!”

It was then that the Rebbe put his hand in his
pocket and took out the Matza he had placed there
earlier, asking Rabbi Weiss to distribute it to all
those involved in the accident. [Later on, it was re-
lated that the Rebbe had put away the Matza at the
exact time that the accident had occurred.]

During the Farbrengen, the Rebbe recited
several sichos and a Ma’amor, and many Nigunim,
requesting of the Chassidim present and especially
the children who would be attending the camp to
dance along.

The visit ended with Kos Shel Brocha and Min-
cha, after which the Rebbe continued on for a visit
to the girl’s “Camp Emunah”.
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“With
Purpose”

Summer Goals

Towards the onset of the Shnas Halimudim of 5711,
the Rebbe sent a letter to all Talmidim. The Rebbe
emphasizes the true purpose and goal of the summer.

To the students in institutions of Torah in general
and specifically those in Yeshivos, greetings and
blessings:

Towards the onset of the Zman Halimudim, which

is coming with blessings and goodness for us and

all Yidden, I give you my warm and heartfelt bless-
ing that the One that bestows upon man wisdom,
understanding and knowledge [Hashem] shine

His countenance upon you and the start and entire
Shnas Halimudim be a successful one in every detail.

Each and every deed of Yidden has to have a clear
intention and purpose. Even the vacation days which
we have just passed have an intention and objective:
to renew strength and to increase [our] persever-
ance to enable us to carry on (or for those only start-
ing - to begin) learning Torah, and a Kosher Chinuch
with Yiras Shomayim, with even more energy and
devotion.

[ hope and pray that the devotion and energy which
is necessary to acquire Torah - which is a Torah of
life, from the mouth of Hashem and is an inheritance
to the Yidden... - come to fruition.

This is specifically pertinent in the month of Elul, a
month which was oft referred to by the Frierdiker
Rebbe as “the month of reckoning”. A reckoning

of the past year and for making good resolutions
for the future. I strongly trust that you will make a
Cheshbon Tzedek regarding what requires a change
for the better and to fix the conduct of the past, so
that from now on, your learning and conduct will
be even better. Better for you both B’gashmiyus and

B’ruchniyus.
(Igros Kodesh vol. 4 pg. 454)
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"What about yourself?!”

A lesson for the summer

Rabbi Yitzchok Raskin, head Shliach to the state of Vermont,
relates:

During the ShnasHalimudim of 5735, | was learning in Oholei
Torah.

That summer was my brothers Bar-Mitzva, being that | was
going to be home anyway, my father - Rabbi Leibel Raskin
- (Shliach of the Rebbe to Morocco) suggested that | stay
home for the duration of the summer and learn with Yidden
etc. | readily agreed.

Throughout those weeks at home, | ran a packed schedule
and learned with many people.

Before leaving, my father encouraged me to write a Duch to
the Rebbe reporting all that | had accomplished at home.

| flew back to Yeshiva feeling very happy with the way | had
spent my summer. Upon my arrival | immediately followed
his advice and excitedly penned a letter to the Rebbe describ-
ing in detail with whom | had learned. | handed the Duch to
Rabbi Binyomin Klein.

An hour or two later, Rabbi Klein came downstairs searching
for the Raskin bochur. He told me to follow him upstairs and
informed me that there was a response. The Rebbe said few
words but many in meaning:

“Did you learn yourself? And write a Duch about it”

Meaning: you informed all that you did with others, but you
make no mention of what you have learned yourself!

This was more than just an important lesson for the future;
the Rebbe was actually waiting for another Duch with the de-
tails of my own accomplishments.

To be honest with you, writing this second Duch was not as
easy and enjoyable as the first.
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Giving Tzedaka by Vayevarech Dovid

QUESTION: Tzedaka is one of the most encouraged mitzvos.

One of the many times suggested for giving tzedaka is as a preparation before davening. The Gemara
(Babba Basra 10a) brings about Rabbi Elazar who would give a pruta to a poor person and only then Daven.
As the posuk says: 10 ninx p13¥2’ ‘| will behold your countenance in righteousness'.

Interestingly enough the Alter Rebbe brings the idea of giving tzedaka by davening twice. The first is in
Siman 92:10 where he brings this idea of giving tzedaka before commencing davening.

However much before that in Siman 51:11 he speaks of the minhag to give tzedaka during Vayevarech
Dovid, by the words '52a 5w nnxy. This minhag is sourced in Kabbala (Pri Etz Chaim, see there sources
there).

ANSWER:

The Rebbe explains (lgros lodesh vol. 19 p.71) that the Shulchan
Aruch implies that there are two times to give tzedaka, once be-
fore davening and once during Vayevarech Dovid. Although it
would seem that the tzedaka by Vayevarech Dovid includes that
of before davening but from the fact that the Alter Rebbe splits it
into two places implies that there are two times. Moreover, the
Kabbalistic kavanos and the reasons behind the two tzedakas are
contrasting and opposite.

So there are two times to give tzedaka, once before davening and
again during Vayevarech Dovid.

On the other hand:

The Rebbe spoke by a Farbrengen of 13 Elul 5742 and said “It says
in Siddur Arizal that the time for giving Tzedaka is during Vayevar-
ech Dovid.

However, we see in reality how many people, and specifically sim-
pler ones, get disturbed from their concentration during davening
because of this tzedaka giving. Quite simply, when someone is
approached in the middle of davening and solicited for tzedaka,
and this done through hand motions [and sign language] because
it is forbidden to speak then, this disturbs his concentration. For
him it is better to give before davening.

Understandably, those who wish act according to Siddur Arizal,
and this will not disturb in their kavvana of davening, may they be
successful. Only they must also give addintional tzedaka before
davening.”

In a letter (Igros Kodesh Vol. 11 p. 324) the Rebbe clarifies this
suggestion and adds an explanation according to Niglah why one
should give before davening and not self-disturb in the middle of
Psukei D'zimra.

“[In connection] with what you write about giving tzedaka prior
to davening and its exact time,

This that the Alter Rebbe writes in Siman 92 about tzedaka is
based on the dictum of the Gemara “Give a penny to a poor man
and then daven.” The wording ‘and then’ clearly defines this as
being before the beginning of Tefilla, which generically mean Sh-
mone Esre. Also, the Alter Rebbe discusses this halacha between
the halachos of Shema and Tefilla.

Yet the Sidur of the Arizal writes that this tzedaka is given by

Vayevarech Dovid when saying the words “921 Swm nnx1”.
(Brought also by the Pri Megadim.)

Maybe we can say, according to Niglah, that the reason it was
placed earlier, before Yishtabach, was so that it would not cause
a disruption once the actual davening started with the Chazzan
leading, which at that time was Yishtabach.

And because today the Chazzan goes to the Amud [and begins
leading] before this, it is a surprising idea to interrupt in the mid-
dle, and maybe this is even “x1n13 1", an appearance of arro-
gance.

With this we can justify how the majority of the majority [of peo-
ple] give tzedaka before the start of the entire davening [and not
later in the middle of Pesuki D'zimral.”

To conclude:

Tzedaka is to be given before davening each morning; this is both
for the pre-davening Tzedaka and in relation to the Arizal's Tzeda-
ka. If one is sure that giving Tzedaka during Vayevarech Dovid will
not disturb from his concentration on the davening, he may do so.
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