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MID-NIGHT SURPRISE

Leben Miten Rebben
The Power of2

Imagination
Bi hv: This week we will commemorate the 200th Yortzeit
|o_grap _y'3 of the Alter Rebbe on Sunday, Chof Dalit Teves.
Reb Asher Nikolayiver
Part 1 In this spirit, we bring the following story from fifty

years ago, when the Rebbe commemorated the 150th
Yortzeit in the most unique way.

Study for Everyones

Q&A: 4 Beginning with the preparations already in the
Learning with a preceding months, the Rebbe created a major tumult
Chavrusa amongst the Chassidim, calling upon them to get ready

to observe the upcoming Yortzeit by increasing in
Torah learning and extra Tzedoka (see Derher #60 -
Tavo, 5772).

= The Yortzeit itself fell out to be on a Sunday (just as
CuChn U Oy § was in the original year of the Alter Rebbe's
Lo . s s N ox . sttalkus) T.ha Rebbe held no less than three
Uuiryoo 06d8yayi Jp
i 87 0GD0 @ & 0 Fadﬂgngeiip m 05?0’60 the auspzczous day, including
0 Ay OUGAYaOYO O a omtotally@ue@ecmd orié ondMotzoei Shabbos, at the
66y ayoi uyagyg CpPe?tsé’ttYné’u@lgn e &1istglkus took place!
ayp.yo6oo6 6005 00
uooogpoo uUoT u 0 At U0: 2i1 P.h. ord BldtzoeiA Shabbos, the Rebbe
6aiuC ay ai @hté’thS Pa cait
@Ayobaom freld fhe S 2“959‘“55
FHE G ¢ 0 o6+ Ch soon as the Rebbe entered the Farbrengen, he

began by quoting a letter of the Frierdiker Rebbe
regarding a Yortzeit: when Chassidim learn Torah of

the one who's Yortzeit they are commemorating and
old a Farbrengen on that day, this is considered to be
like a "Pan" to the Rebbe, drawing down immense

—_— blessings for all the participants.

aﬁgf;ﬁl aa After the singing of Avinu Malkeinu, the Rebbe
p o) aﬁ” i) Q@ recited a very brief Ma'amor by the Alter Rebbe
A 13 entitled "Ain Mosrin Rozei Torah". At its conclusion,
G @& UQDC@)GI als 3 ,the Rebbe pointed at a bottle of Mashke situated on
» his table and instructed that it be distributed amongst
P FRETEN all the participants, specifying especially the winner of
al ﬁ;ii (‘)gqé@j@ ©Bp the raffle from Israel who had come in for Chof Dalit

%y B 6db 0 aléay Teves on behalf of his fellow Chassidim there.
X While turning to many individual Chassidim and
. a}f@ y Y m . Jesponding "Le'chaim V'livrocha" to each of them, the
uy ‘O QAC 0 Qetfde Osaid, "Give some Le'chaim to Berel
0000 Baumgarten; let him enjoy a bit from the bottle as

well!"

CHOF DALIT TEVES, 5723

Interestingly, in one of the Sichos the Rebbe
expounded upon the letter from the Tzmach Tzedek
in which he describes the scene at the Alter Rebbe's
Histalkus, specifying the exact moment when it
occurred, "At around half of the 11th hour before
midnight” (i.e. 10:30 in the evening). The Rebbe then
went on explaining the significance of marking the
exact time of the occurrence and the deeper meaning
behind it, and so on.

The Chassidim could not help but take note of the
fact that the Rebbe had entered the Farbrengen that
evening at a most unusual time, much later than the
fixed time for the start of most Farbrengens. It seems
as though the Rebbe wished to recite the Alter
Rebbe's Ma'amor at the exact moment of the
Histalkus!

Later, the Rebbe conducted a Siyum on the Tanya.
As he had instructed Chassidim at the Farbrengen on
Chai Elul, the entire Tanya was divided for
communal study and completed in time for Chof
Dalit Teves. Now, the Rebbe gave a lengthy
explanation on the beginning and end of Tanya,
connecting it with the last letter written by the Alter
Rebbe before his Histalkus.

Afterwards, the Rebbe instructed all those involved
in Jewish education of children ("Chinuch al taharas
hakodesh") to say a special Le'chaim, making special
mention of the Bochurim who go out on "Released
Time" ("Mitvoch Sho'a"

Throughout the night, the Rebbe requested that
many Niggunim be sung (Ki onu amecha, Shamil,
Ani Maamin, and others).
Farbrengen indeed.

Quite a memorable
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(From Likutei
Diburim Vol. 1 page

316)
Chasidim and
Temimim that

merited to be in

Lubavitch by a

Farbrengen and by

Yechidus, have

unlimited riches.

Every Farbrengen and
every Yechidus is a wealth of all types of physical and spiritual
good.

He who has a chush' and a feeling, and can picture in his mind
how he entered into Yechidus, reflects on what he spoke and what
he asked, remembers what he was answered with the exact wording
that was used in the bracha and what he was asked, is fortified
against the slumber of Shtus [from the Nefesh Habahamis]. It is as
if he was newly resurrected.

There are no words to describe the hope and comfort provided by
such a memory. Such recollections make the physical life easier, it
carries light into one’s mundane existence and it creates a life-force
in the continued avoda.

In Lubavitch, in the Yeshiva Tomchei Temimim, there was a
mashpia by the name of Reb Michoel. (The older Temimim here
remember who Reb Michoel is.?)

Once, when he was a young man, his child got very sick - lo
aleinu. The doctors gave up on him saying that there was no cure,
nothing to do. Reb Michoel went to the gathering of Chassidim [in
his town] and informed them of the bitter situation. The Chassidim
encouraged him, that he should not be disheartened, Hashem will
surely be merciful. Rather he should immediately travel to
Lubavitch[to the Tzemach Tzedek].

Reb Michoel wept passionately, for he wished to go to the Rebbe,
but the doctors say that only a few hours are left - rachmaan
litzlan. What use is there in going?

One of the elder Chassidim rebuked him strongly: Does the
Gemara’ not clearly say “One should not hold back from begging
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