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will be full of the knowledge of G-d as the waters cover the sea," in the true and
complete redemption — as brought in the conclusion to the Mishneh Torah of the
Rambam, from the "Guide for the Perplexed" in his generation and the guide for

the perplexed in all generations, down to the perplexed of our generation;

And "great is learning for it leads to action," that with the power of Torah
("Who are considered ‘kings'? The Rabbis") — and indeed the aforementioned
are presented as the conclusion to Rambam's Book of Kings — the world will be
rectified in accord with G-d's will, to be a dwelling for Him, may He be blessed, in
the lowest realms: "and the Glory of G-d shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see
as one that the Mouth of G-d has spoken," B'karov Mamash.

N
N



should be after this year as well! If, on the other hand, he is that sort of person who
is only a "man" (i.e., a Mentsch) for one year — that is a sign that this year he is not
a "man" either; for if this were not the case, he would have been that way before

also, and he would be that way after!

Ay, this should be just something to poke fun at ... to our great dismay, however,
this is how it actually is: when one is "Man of the Year" — it is a sign that this year

as well he is not a "man," (a Mentsch)...

Nevertheless, if it is possible to use these things for the sake of Torah and
Mitzvos — you all can give someone the honor of being "Man of the Year" or "Man
of the Month" ... it does not bother me, as long as through it you will build a new

institution based on a foundation of Torah and Mitzvos.

Indeed, the goal of these institutions is also an issue "between man and his
fellow" — for this is also included in Torah and Mitzvos — if it is based on that
which is "between man and G-d," for only in this way will it stand, as Rashi
expounds the verse, "And you shall love your fellow as yourself": this refers to
G-d ("Your Fellow and the Fellow of your father, do not forsake," which is based
on the Midrash in Shemos Rabbah — though the verse, "And you shall love your
fellow as yourself" is in Parshas Kedoshim in Vayikra, this explanation is in
Shemos Rabbah).

21. An additional point here — which is a departure from the norm:

In general, the arrangement is that only after you have 90% of the total, then you
are given the 10% from my "treasurer" ... but this year, I am going to take it out of
his domain, and you will be given the starting 10% up front, on condition that you

begin immediately to build the new institutions, in a good and auspicious time.

And after 71 new institutions have been built — surely you will want to add
two and four times this amount for, as we brought previously from Avos D'rabbi
Nosson, "one who has 100 wants 200," and "one who has 200 wants 400"; "...
and progressing and adding, and in light," till the world is flooded with goodness
and holiness.

And in this way may you hasten the true and complete redemption, and then
"they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest," "for the world

N
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actual tasks — the "merit of many supports him" to bring the project to fruition

more easily than one could possibly reckon.
And the support to begin the project already exists:

As discussed previously, matters ofholiness —and in this category fall the institutions
of which we speak — are not granted for free; "for free" was in Egypt, but the Jewish
people have long since left Egypt (and in particular, as we stand now in the month of

Nissan); and thus everything comes with costs, expenditures, etc.

And in order to fulfill the concept that "I am a partner in everything I instruct
you," from the amount that has been given for the "Seventy Years Fund" we will
give —to those who dedicate themselves to this project — at the very least one-tenth

of all the expenditures related to building these institutions.

And if you all will not be satisfied with 71, but rather want to build 80 or
even 100 institutions — "a blessing shall come to them," and surely nothing will
prevent them from accepting 10% or more for the costs of founding the additional

institutions as well.

The main thing is that we start with a "little finger" at least, from each and
everyone — the men with regard to their responsibilities and the women with regard
to theirs — and it should be done with dedication and commitment; then, even if it
seems that it is a "large stone" — and even when the Torah testifies that this is in
fact a "large stone" (as in the Midrash's story mentioned above, section 14), from

Heaven will come support leading to the project's success.

20. It is important to stress that the point of building these new institutions is
not to add another place which will give some kind of honor to be "Chairman,"
"Treasurer," "Honorary Chairman," etc., then print it on stationery and make
"headlines" (as they say here) in all the newspapers; that such-and-such a person
earned such-and-such an honor, that he was even chosen —according to this bizarre

American invention — as "Man of the Year"...

(The Rebbe said playfully:) Never has anyone heard of this sort of thing! "Once
a year" exists, the Holy Day [i.e., Yom Kippur], but "Man of the Year" — this is
an idea invented in America ... and either way: If he is a "man" as he should be

— a Mentsch — that is how he should have been before this year also, and how he

20
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To put this in slightly different terms: "want" does not mean that one wants
something for its own sake; rather, it can be that he wants this only for the sake of
something else. And so it is possible to "force him": for though he may not want to
do this for its own sake, he does want to be spared the coercive force being applied
— thus he will agree to do something that, if not for the force, he would not have.
This is not so for "desire" — where he actually wants the thing for its own sake — it

will not be changed by force, rather his inner feeling will remain as it was.

On the other hand, however: because a "desire" is internal, it is possible that it will

never actually be revealed. A "want," conversely, is actually expressed openly.

Thus here, [the Sages] say that "one who has 100" —must "want 200" specifically:
it is not enough that one should desire it deep within his soul, for then it is prone
to remain in a state of mere "desire," never to be actualized; rather, he must "want
200" openly — including the second interpretation of the word, "Ratzon," as derived
from the expression, "Merutzas Hanefesh" — that his soul [Nefesh] should "run"
[Tarutz] to fulfill all that has been discussed.

19. Typically, when encouraging a new issue, we attach it to some numerical

value.

And as we have seen many times: if you say that some task needs to be done,
without defining it by designating a number, then people claim that it has already
been done; and it is impossible to know whether this is in fact so, and what the
situation truly is. And so too, in this very adage: "One who has 100," the Sages
say very specifically that he "wants 200," a particular number.

With regard to our case:

Passing now from the years of the seventh decade into the years of the
eighth decade, it is appropriate to add in the course of this year at least 71 new

institutions.

— There are probably quite a few who are alarmed at this idea, but as they
are fatigued from the dancing and the singing, etc., they do not care to take an
obligation upon themselves ... but the truth is that this is not an obligation so
much as it is a privilege, for the object here is institutions that will benefit the

community, and thus "the merit of many hangs on him." And with regard to the



distinct ideas associated with completing 70 years of age, and the reference there

is to years in the simple sense.

17. And therefore the answer to the question as to what must be done after
completing 70 years, is found in the very next words in the verse — "and if in

strength...": One must add [new activities] and reinforce those in which there
may have been weakness in the preceding years — taking honest account, for "a

person knows himself," etc.

Some people, being who they are and doing what they do, find that fulfilling
their ambitions themselves ("with their own hands and feet") is bound by a variety
of barriers; thus they are forced to come to others with requests and pleas, to hear

their proposals and bring them to fruition.

This must be done according to the Torah's instruction — [in this case, that] "one
who has a ‘Maneh’' [i.e., 100] wants 200, and one who has 200 wants 400":

A "Maneh," 100, represents a count that is complete. Here, the Torah comes to
teach us that one who thought that he had already completed everything required
of him, must know that this does not mean that he may now relax and go for a walk
... since he has already accomplished and completed his tasks; rather, the opposite
is true: This very feeling must provoke him to "want 200," twice as much [as he
has already accomplished]; not with a desire that is merely a daydream, but rather

with true determination to actualize his ambitions.
18. To explain further the expression, "[one who] wants 200":

In many places, Chassidus explains that though both "want" [Ratzon] and
"desire" [Chefetz] refer to "will" [Ratzon; i.e., determination], "want" refers to its
external dimension and "desire" to its internal dimension. And thus in the case
of a "want," it is possible to apply force — "force him until he says, ‘I want" — to
coerce him to bring a sacrifice, etc., in certain situations (in some cases of sale and
acquisition coercion may be used, with various conditions): Because he is forced,
when given no choice a person will say "I want" to do the thing demanded. This
cannot apply to "desire," however — for it is impossible to force or coerce a person

to change his inner feeling, the inner dimension of his will.
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are considered ‘kings'? [This refers to] the Rabbis"; since "his Torah is called
by his name" and he becomes a master over the Torah he learned (as it says, "in
his Torah he shall toil day and night") and thus he may issue rulings, "the king
spoke and uprooted the mountain" (the "mountain" to be uprooted refers to the evil
inclination, which the Sages compare to a mountain) — and then the [banishment
that came] "because of our sins" will be nullified, and automatically so too the fact
that "we have been exiled from our land," and the true and ultimate redemption

will come.

As Rambam says: "The Torah promises (the Torah of truth, but also the Torah
of life, life in the physical, material world) that ultimately [all of] Israel will repent
... and immediately they are redeemed," speedily, immediately, in the true and

ultimate redemption through our righteous Moshiach.

Sicha 6

16. There is an issue that demands discussion and deep examination; thus I have

waited to bring it up until public interest in it was clear and out in the open.
And this issue is:

I am asked, since I have already completed "the days of our lives, seventy years"
— what am I planning to do afterward? Presumably, this would be the time to start
thinking about rest, etc.

AndIanswered: First of all — this question does not depend so much on the number
of years listed on one's passport, but rather on his feelings and — primarily — on how
many of these years were actually years that last ... for there is nothing noteworthy
in the fact that it is recorded on one's passport (or birth certificate, etc.) [that he has
lived] so many years; rather, most important is that one knows that he has "arrived
in years," as the Zohar interprets it — that he arrives [to an advanced age] and all his

days come with him, to the point that he is missing not "even one day."

Nevertheless, it is "a custom of the Jewish people [which] is Torah" to reckon
the years of a person's life in their plain sense as well, particularly since found in

Torah authorities — in Chavos Yair, which is cited in the P'ri Megadim, etc. — are
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handed," i.e., that one must give something of his own when he makes the festival
pilgrimage. Thus, had the angels alone carried the large stone — this would not
have been his gift; and he would have come to "see My face empty-handed." Once
he extended his "little finger" and himself partnered in bringing the stone, then he

too had a portion in it.

And though the stone was carried mainly by the angels — this is not relevant,
for as far as the exertion involved is concerned, it takes more effort for a human
being to extend a "small finger" than it does for angels to carry a large stone to
Jerusalem...

Similarly, in regard to our issue:

Just as G-d's creation of the world was effortless — as the Sages say, "Neither
with toil nor effort did G-d create the world," rather with the speech of his mouth,
etc. —so too, man's partnership in that creation does not have to be through toil and
exertion in the simple sense, even to the point of suffering (may Mercy save us);
but rather — "with the speech of his mouth."

The principle in all this:

"The speech of G-d's mouth" here refers to the Ten Utterances with which the
world was created,; it is with these Utterances that the Torah begins. Well known
is the teaching of the Ba'al Shem Tov regarding that which is written in the Torah
— based on the Gemara's statement in Shabbos, "I have Myself written and given
it," which can be read to mean that G-d placed His very Essence ("I Myself") into

the written Torah and gave this to Israel.

From here we may understand with regard to each and every Jew — that the effort
demanded from him must be like the "speech of G-d's mouth": i.e., it may even
be a relatively small amount of effort, but it must be in a way of giving "I Myself,"
putting his essence into it completely, "with all you heart, with all your soul and
with all your might." In that way, he puts into the partnership a portion equal, so

to speak, to that which the Creator puts into the act of creation.

15. And so: When man becomes a partner in the act of creation, he has a say
in every aspect of how the world runs — for one who learns Torah is called a

"king," as the Sages state in reference to the verse, "Kings reign with me": "Who
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of goodness granted to him; rather, that he himself should become a partner in this
goodness and be raised to the level of the "Commander" and Giver of the Torah,

so to speak.

Through this we may also explain the Gemara's statement in Megillah, "[If

someone says,] ‘I have toiled but not acheived,' do not believe him":

Since hard work in Torah and Mitzvos is only necessary because Israel is
precious [to G-d] — so that goodness should reach them in absolute perfection —
then [if someone says,] "I toiled but did not achieve," that toil would not result in
being granted great goodness, "do not believe him," this is something which is
impossible! For G-d would not leave a Jew just to toil toward nothing in particular;
rather, it must be for a very high purpose. And since a person's toil in Torah was
commanded by G-d, it must be that the reward must be of a very high order — not
just according to his effort ("You toiled and were rewarded") but like a found
object, one of the three things that come "without foreknowledge," as the Gemara
states in Sanhedrin. Le., that he will merit to know Torah in a way unattainable
through human powers of knowledge; but which comes, rather, only "without

foreknowledge," from that which is beyond human powers of knowledge.

14. At the same time, however, it is important to stress that this does not mean to

say, Heaven forfend, that G-d specifically demands of man tremendous exertion.
In preface:

The Midrash relates that R' Chanina ben Dosa desired to make the festival
pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but did not have anything to bring with him [as an
offering]; on his way he found a large stone which he was unable to carry to
Jerusalem on his own. Angels in the form of men then approached him and told
him that they would do this for him, on condition that he, too, lend a "little finger."
When he extended his little finger, he lifted his eyes and saw that he was standing

in Jerusalem with his large stone.

At first glance, what difference does it make — since the angels carried the stone

for him anyway, what did it help to add that "little finger"?

The explanation is, however: R' Chanina ben Dosa wanted to bring the stone

with him in order to fulfill the command that "you shall not see My face empty-

o]
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of law, that if not for "his [evil] inclination overcoming him," every Jew wants to
fulfill G-d's will, thus his desire is to learn Torah and keep the commandments)
how is it that so many hardships and barriers demanding his toil are permitted to
trap him — and then he is commanded to serve G-d with "all your might," to the

point of self-sacrifice?!

Really, the source of this question is the evil inclination found in the heart's left
chamber; for when he sees that a person encounters difficulty or opposition in
fulfilling G-d's will, he immediately presents himself and claims: if it is indeed the
Creator's will that this command be fulfilled — and you certainly have simple faith
that the world's every detail, whenever or wherever, even now, is only from G-d
Himself — how could it be that you must struggle so much to carry it out?! That

is self-contradictory!

Now, the response to this: a question similar to this is found in the Midrash with
regard to the very first command the Jews received, the Mitzvah of circumcision.
A philosopher asked: If G-d indeed wished man to be circumcised, why then did
He not create him from the outset in such a way that he would be born circumcised?
And they [the Sages] answered him, "Even beans require fixing..." i.e., that the
world was created in such a way that a Jew should have the opportunity to enter
into partnership with G-d.

And this is the reason for the difficulties that stand before man when he wishes
to do good in general, and particularly in matters of Torah and Mitzvos — to grasp
true knowledge in Torah and fulfill Mitzvos properly — not because the "Essence
of good" wants to weaken and make difficulty for the children of Israel, Heaven
forfend; on the contrary, it is precisely because Torah and Mitzvos, and Israel, are

SO precious:

Things of "the other side" [i.e., not holy] — are given easily, [as the verse states,]
"...that you ate in Egypt for free," as stated in Zohar; in contrast, the concerns of
Torah and Mitzvos must be acquired with "money," i.e., through hard effort — and

this way, one feels they truly belong to him.

And as we said earlier, G-d's creating human nature such that only through hard
effort does man feel that something "belongs" to him is not by happenstance — it

is in order that he should not be merely a "receiver," thus missing the full measure
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phrasing in tractate Shabbos, "He becomes a partner to G-d in the act of creation
[Ma'aseh Bereishis]," i.e., in everything created in the six days of creation — even
though man himself was created only toward the end of the sixth day; as the Sages

state "in the seventh [hour] he stood on his feet," after midday.

This adds yet another novel point: the reason man was created last — "the finale
of the creation" — explains Rashi (which itself tells us that this is the way it must be
understood plainly, even to a "five-year-old [first coming] to [learn] Scripture"),
was in order that he should arrive to find "everything ready for the banquet"; so
that, seemingly, all he had to do was enjoy the banquet of the King of kings, the
Holy One, blessed be He! And nevertheless — he is told that the purpose is not
that he should simply enjoy this prepared banquet, but rather that G-d's will is
for him to become a partner in it all and be raised to the level of "creator" (so
to speak), to the point that he should be "wholly one [with G-d]." And how? —
through "creation" from his side as well, when he fulfills his obligations: "to work
it"; that "man was born to toil"; and "to serve G-d on this mountain," as discussed

previously.

It may be said that there is an allusion to this notion in the Hebrew word for
"work" itself [Avodah], derived from the term for a "slave" [Eved]: for just as a
slave is not an entity for himself, rather his entire being is that of his master (as
Rashba states) — when man fulfills his obligation to "serve G-d on this mountain,"
he ceases to be a "created" being and becomes a "G-dly" one, so to speak. As the
Midrash expounds the verse, "I said, “You are angels [Elokim, i.e., G-dly beings]"":
Ifnot for transgression, the children of Israel would remain in the state G-d desired

from the outset — in the category of "G-dly beings" [Elokim], so to speak.

13. This also explains the classic question, presented already in the Midrash —

which in this day and age presents itself at every turn:

Ifitis truly G-d's desire that everyone among the Jewish people conducts himself
according to the code of Jewish Law, the Torah and its commands [i.e., both the
Written and Oral Law] — why then does He place before him so many difficulties,

etc.?

If a Jew wants to conduct himself according to the Code of Jewish Law (and

this is the desire of every one of the Jewish people; as Rambam writes as a point
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without feeling it as "bread of shame," as long as it given to him with "a generous
eye," for from "one who has a generous eye is he blessed" (otherwise it is forbidden

to accept such freely-given good).

—For G-d is not just any "generous eye," He is "ultimate goodness"; in this case,

then, man would certainly be able to enjoy completely the good granted him —

In such a scenario, however, man would play only the role of a "receiver"; G-d,
however, desired that every member of the Israelite nation should be able to reach
a higher level of wholeness, the ultimate perfection and goodness — to quote our

Sages, to "become a partner to G-d in creation":

To receive pure good completely from G-d, without any effort on one's own part
— is certainly a high level of perfection; but it is nevertheless the perfection of a
creation; G-d desires, however, that a created man should be able to rise above the
limitations of creations, through becoming a "partner to G-d" — the level of creator,
so to speak. As the Midrash relates, "G-d said to Yaakov: Just as I create worlds,

so too shall you create worlds."

[In the terms used in the Zohar: that man should be "wholly unified" with G-d;
as it states there, "Three bonds are bound one with the other: Israel with the Torah
and the Torah with G-d," and through this "Israel and G-d are wholly one," raising

Israel themselves to the level of "creator."]

How can man become a partner to G-d — and through this be raised to the level

of "creator"? By taking upon himself a role in the partnership:

Ifhe is granted his portion in the partnership without any effort on his part — then
it is not a partnership, but rather simply a gift; when, in contrast, he invests his
effort and labor — even if only an effort that is [relatively] small — then he becomes

a true partner in creation.

12. Now, the emphasis here [when we say that man "partners" with G-d in
creation] is that he becomes a partner not only in relation to himself and his
portion in the world — rather, he becomes a partner in the entire creation (for the
true concept of partnership is not that one partner has one portion of the assets,
while the other partner has a different portion; rather, each one is a partner in each

of the assets in which they partner); as the emphasized in the Gemara's choice of
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mountain" before they could reach "the good and open land"; 2) from the Torah's
statement regarding Adam, "G-d's own handiwork," that "He placed him in the
Garden of Eden [on condition] to work it and to guard it"; and 3) from the Torah's

statement regarding all mankind, "For man is born to toil."

As we explained, the rationale behind this is that "a man would rather one

measure of his own than nine measures of his fellow's."

Now, this would be a reasonable explanation if we were discussing a gift "from
one fellow to another," from a giver who is himself subject to the laws of nature:
since human nature is such that one "desires one measure of his own more than
nine measures of his fellow," the giver has no choice but to demand some effort,
however small — in the words of the Midrash, even "a little finger" — from the
recipient, if he truly desires that his fellow receive the complete measure of good

and to ensure that it indeed becomes his.

This, however, in no way explains G-d's conduct! He is not limited by the rules
of nature — for [on the contrary,] He is the one who establishes them in the first
place, as He states, "...that the statutes of heaven and earth I ... place." This [very
fact that He establishes the laws of nature] thus begs the question: Why did G-d
make it man's nature not to accept good [bestowed upon him] freely unless he
himself earned it? For just as he created man to "desire one measure of his own
more than nine measures of his fellow's" — could He just as easily have created
him to gladly accept the "nine measures of his fellow's" (presuming it came in an

appropriate manner)!

On the contrary: precisely because G-d is "the ultimate good" (and "it is the nature
of good to bestow goodness"), [we might expect that] He should have created man
whole, not needing to toil and work (for any toil and labor demand's one's effort —
i.e., forcing on him a lack of contentment, peace of mind and relaxation, etc.), and
yet still being able to enjoy fully the goodness bestowed on him from G-d's "full,

open, holy and generous hand"!
11. Here, we come to the central and fundamental point in all this:

In truth, just as G-d can make man's character such that he should "desire one
measure of his own more than nine of his fellow's," so too could He have made

man's character such that he would gladly accept the good bestowed on him,
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So too regarding the "blood of circumcision": as Maimonides writes in the Laws
of Circumcision, it is a matter associated with danger — yet this too the Jews exerted

themselves to fulfill (even though it was still prior the Giving of the Torah).

Indeed, so great was their toil and effort that "if only we were worthy," that first
redemption ("as in the days of your exodus from the land of Egypt...") would
have been the ultimate redemption, and the "season of our freedom" [realized] in

its absolute perfection.

As mentioned earlier, "these days shall be remembered and celebrated" — as
the Arizal explains: when the days are "remembered," when we reflect on their
meaning and message, then they are "celebrated," we draw out all the potential
drawn forth the very first time; and even more, for "in matters of holiness [we]

constantly ascend."

And this applies to us, standing in the month of Nissan; and particularly now, in
the days between the 10th and 14th of Nissan, for these were the days of preparation
between taking the Pesach lamb ("...on the tenth of this month, let each one take
a lamb for each household, a lamb for each house") and its actual sacrifice ("...
you shall slaughter the Pesach") on the 14th of Nissan. Certainly, [in those times]
they stood in a remarkable spiritual state during these days leading up to the actual
Exodus from Egypt on the 15th day of Nissan.

"As in the days of your Exodus from the land of Egypt, I will show him wonders"
— in the words of the Alter Rebbe: it is through our deeds during the "six thousand
years that the world exists" (particularly during our lengthy exile, for then the deeds
of every Jew requires self-sacrifice; not to be intimidated by his surroundings,
etc.) that we will attain fulfillment of the promise "I will show him wonders," in
goodness whose revelation we can actually see right here — with the coming of our

righteous Moshiach, speedily in our days.

Sicha 3

10. As explained above, G-d established the world in such a way that work and
toil would be necessary. This is derived a) from the Jewish nation, G-d's chosen

people, having first to fulfill the requirement that "you will serve G-d on this
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complete satisfaction from it, for it would be "bread of shame." Thus G-d gave
each of us the opportunity to "serve G-d" — "to work it and to guard it," and only
then reach "the good and open land" so that "of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat." For only in this way can one receive good in its absolute form, without

it being "bread of shame," for it comes through some effort of his own.

Indeed, something received through one's own effort is prized over that which
comes as "bread of shame" not only when the two are otherwise relatively close
in value — rather, as the Gemara states, "A man would rather [have] one measure
[of grain received through] his own [effort] than nine [measures of grain received
through] his fellow's [effort]."

We may understand, therefore, that G-d — who is the ultimate good (and "it is
the nature of good to grant goodness"), desires that the receiver should derive
the fullest possible pleasure from the good he receives. This can only be when

receiving is prefaced with work and toil.

9. As mentioned above, the Exodus ("When you take the people out of Egypt...")
is realized through the merit of work and toil ("...you will worship G-d on this
mountain"). And it may be said that this principle was expressed even before the

Exodus:

It is known that the prelude to the Passover was, [as expressed in the verse,] "...
through your blood shall you live ... through your blood shall you live" — ["blood"
twice, referring to] the blood of the Pesach sacrifice and the blood of circumcision,

both of which demanded great exertion and effort:

The blood of the Pesach sacrifice came through fulfilling the command to "draw
or buy for yourselves [sheep for your families, and slaughter the Pesach sacrifice]"
— "draw yourselves [away] from idol worship," to which you have become
accustomed; and "buy for yourselves sheep," the Egyptians' deity — as the Midrash
relates: When G-d told Moshe to slaughter the Paschal lamb, Moses replied... "Do
You not know that sheep is an Egyptian deity, as it is written ‘Will we sacrifice the
deity of the Egyptians before their eyes, and they will not stone us?"' Nevertheless,
"the nation believed" and carried out G-d's will. Unquestionably, this demanded

tremendous effort and exertion.

@
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(Parenthetically, this a lesson for each and every nation: When the people of a
nation are deliberating the proper direction in which to expend their efforts, it is
not necessary to examine which will be most profitable for them; rather, they must
start from the obligation "to work it and guard it," to do their work completely.

This will automatically bring them good from the "essence of goodness.")

All this leads to the conclusion that the necessity for "work" and "exertion" is
something inherent in nature from the very onset, as stated regarding Adam [and
his obligation in the Garden], "to work it and to guard it." So too in regard to the
birth of the Jewish nation — "you will worship G-d..." — and so too each and every
Jewish person individually, in every place and in every time, was "born to toil";
as explained in tractate Sanhedrin, this verse applies to every single Jew (although
the Talmud there concludes that this refers to "toil" in Torah study specifically,
there is a preliminary possibility that it refers to the "toils" of speech or work; and

in fact too are included in the conclusion).

8. Granted, the fact of the matter is indeed as explained above; nonetheless "a wise
and understanding people" desires to understand logically why this is so: How is
it possible that according to the Torah, the ultimate objective of the Jewish people
(as a whole, and each individual in particular) should be reached only through
exertion and effort — and that this is the only path to reach the ultimate good; when
the very idea of exertion and effort suggest just the opposite of ultimate good? If
effort and exertion are necessary, it only follows that there must be difficulties and

troubles needing to be overcome!

The explanation is as follows: G-d did not want man to receive "bread of shame,"

as the well-known expression terms it.

It is human nature that when one receives something without any effort on his
own part — not even causing the giver some satisfaction so that he desires to give
— he is embarrassed to accept it. And so we find in the Talmud Yerushalmi: "A
bride turns her face [to the side] and eats" for, since she is still a bride and has not
yet worked for anything, everything she receives has already been prepared; it is

"bread of shame."

If one received good without any participation and effort on his part — then

even if he merited to receive good in its fullest measure, he would still not derive
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[The term] "work" (Avodah) in the holy tongue connotes exertion; as Rabbi
Shneur Zalman explains, the term for "one who serves G-d" (Oved Elokim) is
directly related to the term for "tanning hides" (Ibud Oros) — one of the most
laborious forms of work. (Thus when one is completely devoted to the point
that he has no independent existence, we identify him [not as "one who serves,"
(Oved), but rather] as a "servant" (Eved) for his entire being is that of his master's,
as explained in various places. This idea even finds expression in Halacha, as

cited by the authorities in relation to the laws of freeing a slave.)

So too, we find in the Talmudic explanation of the verse, "...because man is born
to toil," that [man's need to toil] is not because of sin or transgression, neither in
its literal nor implied meaning. Rather, as the text suggests, man is "born to toil":
the purpose of man's birth from the very onset is that he have the opportunity to
fulfill the ideal of "toil" — "toil" specifically, not merely "doing."

7. The same applies with regard to the birth of the Jewish nation ("take to himself

a nation from within [another] nation") at the time of the Exodus.

The verse that states, "When you take the people out of Egypt..." does not continue
to tell us that this was in order that they shall be free, and then brought to the good
and abundant land "to eat from its fruit and be satiated from its goodness"; rather,

[it continues,] "...you will serve G-d on this mountain."
The verse specifically emphasizes that it is "to serve" [i.e., "La'avod," to work]:

Regarding man's obligation to act, our Sages explain (on the verse, "...which G-d
created to do") that this indicates man's duty to "repair” (i.e., rectify) the world.
Here [in reference to the purpose of the Exodus, our "birth" as a nation], however,
the term used is "you will serve": not doing, listening or learning — but rather, the

labor of a servant explicitly, requiring far greater exertion.

This is underscored further by the Midrash — cited by Rashi in his commentary
on the Torah, making this the simple meaning of the verse, which is the function
of Rashi's commentary ("I come only [to teach] the simple meaning of Scripture")
— which teaches that this verse comes to provide us with the rationale for the
Exodus: What indeed was to be "when you take the people out of Egypt," for what

purpose? So that "you will serve G-d on this mountain."
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came to be lacking. Firstly, then, man must labor to achieve his own wholeness;
only then does he become a receptacle fit to accept complete goodness. [Initially,
then, we would think that] without the "sins" — and the "lacking" this causes —
the creation of the Jewish nation, and of each individual as well, is such that they

should receive all that they require without any exertion or effort.

6. In truth, however, it is impossible to say this. For as we find in the case of

Adam, the first man:

[Adam was certainly on the level of ultimate wholeness attainable by man — he
was the G-d's own "handiwork." This is true not only of his body ("Your eyes saw
my unformed body") but of his soul as well, as it is written, "And He breathed into
his nostrils the soul of life," on which the Zohar comments, "He who blows, blows
from within his (innermost) being"; that is, unlike the breath of speech emitted

without strength, this "blow" comes from the blower's innermost depths.]

Even before the sin of the Tree of Knowledge, the Torah states of Adam, "And
[G-d] placed him in the Garden of Eden to work it and to guard it."

Before the sin, the world was without deficiency; as the Midrash expounds, the
verse, "These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were
created" teaches that "the world was created in its full perfection," for the word
"generations" (Dorosov) is spelled out in full. (This is in fact one of only two
places in the Torah where this word is spelled out in full — here, at the time of
creation, before the first sin; and in the verse, "And these are the generations
of Peretz," alluding to the days of Moshiach [who is descended from Peretz].

Between these two times, however, the world is in a state of deficiency).

Nevertheless, with the world still in the lofty state as at the time of creation —
including the creation of Adam, the first man — the Torah still states, "And [G-d]
placed him in the Garden of Eden (not to ‘eat from its fruits and be satiated from

its goodness' without effort on his part, but rather) "to work it."

While it is true that Adam was told, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely
eat" — this was only after he was already in the Garden of Eden; when Adam was

first placed there, however, it was on specific condition that he was "to work it."
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The Holy One, may He be blessed — who, in His Glory, alone brought this birth
about — is "the essence of goodness," as it is said concerning Him, "The [very]

nature of good is to grant goodness."

(Parenthetically: A person who is good-natured — even instinctively, requiring
no effort on his part — desires to do good for others precisely because this is the
nature of the "Supernal Man upon the throne" — G-d Himself, so to speak — to grant

goodness, for He is the "essence of goodness.")

Since G-d is the "essence of goodness," we may understand that those born of
Him — taken to Himself as "a nation from within [another] nation" — must also

aspire to a state of whole and complete goodness.
5. What then is whole and complete goodness?

At first glance, it might seem that for a gift of goodness to be whole, one must
receive it without any effort on his own part — for if it [lacks something that]

requires the receiver to exert himself, then it is not wholly received.

This holds true even if his exertion is minimal; for the difference between a great
and small effort is only quantitative. Qualitatively, however, even the smallest
exertion prevents the [giving of] goodness from being truly complete, for [the
giving] is ultimately conditional on the effort [not of the giver, but rather] of
the receiver: When does one receive goodness — only when his effort (however
minute) brings it about! In contrast, when one receives goodness with absolutely

no effort, he then receives completely the good from the "essence of goodness."

It would seem, then, that because we believe in the Creator's absolute wholeness,
which cannot be exceeded — and thus He must want to give the most complete
goodness possible — we are compelled to say that G-d wants to grant the Jewish
people ("the work of My hands in which I will glory") all matters of goodness

without any effort or exertion on their part.

Practically, however, we see that to attain or achieve anything one must exert
himself. Nevertheless, we might explain this as a situation that came later, "because
of our sins" — as understood in its subtle form, the term "sin" [Cheit] implies a
"lacking" [Chisaron], as it says, "...and I and my son Shlomo shall be [considered]

‘sinners,"" i.e., "lacking" — when man came to be lacking, the goodness given to him

a



271 0OV TYAVI2IRD

holds blessing" — for the blessing that comes from the Holy One, blessed is He,
from His "full, open, holy and generous hand," in these last moments of exile, and
soon — with salvation, redemption and complete blessing, in the true and complete

redemption with our righteous Moshiach.

And then, "all of us as one," "with our youth, and with our elders, with our sons
and with our daughters," we will go to greet our righteous Moshiach, soon in our

days, Mamash!

Sicha 2

4. As mentioned previously, the 15th of Nissan — when the moon is full, "standing
in its state of perfection" (which is uniquely associated with the Jewish people,
who "count [according] to the moon" and "are compared to the moon") — is the
day on which the Jewish nation was born; as it is written of the Exodus, "[Has any
deity] come and taken for himself a nation from within [another] nation?" The
Mechilta explains that taking the Jewish nation "from within [another] nation"
may be compared to taking a fetus out from within its mother's womb. In a similar
vein, the commentaries on Tanach interpret the well-known chapter in Ezekiel
(quoted in the Haggadah) describing the birth of the Jewish nation ("...and as for
your birth, on the day you were born...") as referring to the 15th of Nissan, the day
on which the children of Israel left Egypt.

Discussing the birth of a nation raises a question: What is the objective of
this nation? What purpose does it strive for to reach its fulfillment? The same
question may in turn be asked of each individual — for "man is a small world," i.e.,
a microcosm of the whole, and in Torah "whatever is found in the general [case]
may also be found in the particular [case]": What is man's purpose in this world,

and what must he strive to achieve in order to attain fulfillment in life?

Since it was G-d "Himself in all His Glory (not by way of an angel, nor by way of
Saraph, nor by way of messenger ... I Myself, and no other)" who brought about
the birth of the Jewish nation (taking to Himself "a nation from within, etc."), it
follows that the intent of this birth — to which the nation must thus aspire — must

accord with the designs of the "begetter":
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a father has mercy on [his] children": A father always carefully considers his
child's capacities to receive and capabilities to understand; as we see readily in
a father's conduct with his young child, he does not overwhelm him with high-

minded matters beyond his level of comprehension.

This is to say: Certainly, a father's desire is to give his child the best and highest
of all things; but he clothes them in garments that fit the child so that the child
may receive and comprehend them — so that ultimately he can grasp their higher

and deeper meaning.

In that way, the father accomplishes both goals: On the one hand, he gives
his child everything he wishes to give him; on the other, he clothes it in terms
appropriate to his child's comprehension — and that itself gives the child the
capacities he needs, so that in the end he will receive both the surface and depth of

the concept as his father perceives it.
Similarly in our discussion — "Bless us our Father, all of us as one":

The initial form of blessing is "that Israel was a youth, and I loved him" — a
father's love for his child precisely because he is merely a "youth," the very fact
that he is too young to receive the depth of matters as they appear in his father's
mind; and thus his father gives blessing in a manner openly revealed so that even a
"youth" can perceive in it his father's love for him; it is through this, however, that

he will ultimately be able to reach as high as his father's capacity permits.

3. Continuing the original discussion — that we are in the month of redemption,
the month of Nissan; and within Nissan itself, in the week in which 15 Nissan
falls, the day "when Israel left Egypt" — this is the time for the blessing that
the Holy One, blessed is He, shall bring the true and complete redemption that
began already with the Exodus from Egypt, as it is written [regarding the final

redemption], "Like the days of your Exodus from the land of Egypt ..."; and now

all that remains is that this should be fulfilled openly.

And in order that we should receive this with joy and a goodness of the heart,
may G-d even beforehand remove all the things which disturb and confuse us, and
may each and every person within Israel have true freedom from all the things that
disrupt us in our spiritual and material life, and then certainly we will all fulfill

G-d's will in learning Torah and keeping Mitzvos; becoming thus a "vessel that
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Free Translation

Sicha 1
1. Whenever Jews gather, we "commence with blessing."
And since it is now the month of Nissan — blessing is especially appropriate:

Nissan is the month in which the Jewish nation was born — [when G-d chose
" "with wonders and
miracles" the likes of which had never been. And this actually started from Rosh

Chodesh; for as our Sages tell us, on Rosh Chodesh Nissan [Moshe received] the

to] "take to Himself a nation from within [another] nation,

Torah passage that begins, "This month shall be to you [the ‘head of the months']"
—meaning that already then, the Jews received word of their redemption; and since

"G-d's speech is considered action," this actually was the start of the redemption.

"And these days shall be remembered and celebrated" each and every year,

especially during the week in which the Pesach festival begins, "as Israel left
Egypt..."

2. And here at a gathering of Jews, "all of us as one," with one heart and one mind
to strengthen our connection with Torah and Mitzvos — and thus with G-d, He
who gives the Torah and commands the Mitzvos — it is a particularly appropriate
moment for matters of blessing, in accord with the expression, "Bless us, our

Father, all of us as one." To preface:

The concept of blessing is to elicit everything good and, in particular, good that
is openly revealed so then even the receiver experiences it as blessing.

This concept is emphasized even more in a blessing given by a father; for though
every blessing is given with a "generous eye," this is evident with much greater

strength in a father's blessing — [indeed, we ask from Hashem forgiveness] "as
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