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THE REBBETZIN'S PICTURE
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(L) THE COVER AND (R) INSIDE PAGES OF THE BOOKLET “IMEINU HAMALKA”, INCLUDING THE PICTURE OF THE REBBETZIN,

PUBLISHED AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE SHIVA
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THE REBBE’S HAND-
WRITTEN RESPONSE
(ON THE MARGINS
OF THE SENDER’S

At the conclusion of the Shiva, a group
of Bochurim in 770 printed a booklet
called “naYnn1mr” - “Our mother the
Queen”, which included stories and
facts about the Rebbetzin, dedicated in
her memory.

They also inserted a picture of the
Rebbetzin, and one of the Rabbonim
in New York who had chanced upon
a copy, wrote a letter to the Rebbe sug-
gesting that perhaps it was inappropri-
ate to publicize a picture of a woman.

Above is the Rebbe’s handwritten
response (on the margins of the send-
er’s original letter):
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ORIGINAL LETTER):

In short, the Rebbe’s response is:

The picture is not in color, and it’s
therefore less of an issue. According
to the Gemora [which the Rov had
quoted] it is only an issue if one is
familiar with the woman personally,
and only if he stares at the picture
deeply. But since in our instance, all
these three points are not applicable,
it’s less of an issue.

And even if you will say the appro-
priate thing would be to stay safe
and act more stringent (even if
Halachically it's not a real problem) —
perhaps it is not so, for, without the
picture, it’s harder to relate to the trag-
edy and derive the proper lesson from
it (“129 9% 1> 'nm”). And this was pos-
sibly the intention of the editors of the
booklet when including the picture. m
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