
Late in the 
Afternoon

רמב"ם הלכות תמידים ומוספין, א:ג

 תָּמִיד שֶׁל בֵּין הָעַרְבַּיִם שׁוֹחֲטִין אוֹתוֹ
יַּאֲרִיךְ הַצֵּל וְיֵרָאֶה לַכּל שֶׁהֶאֱרִיךְ. וְהוּא  מִשֶּׁ

שׁ וּמֶחֱצָה וָמַעְלָה עַד סוֹף הַיּוֹם. וְלֹא  מִשֵּׁ
 הָיוּ שׁוֹחֲטִין אוֹתוֹ בְּכָל יוֹם אֶלָּא בִּשְׁמוֹנֶה

 שָׁעוֹת וּמֶחֱצָה וְקָרֵב בְּתֵשַׁע וּמֶחֱצָה. וְלָמָּה
 מְאַחֲרִין אוֹתוֹ שְׁתֵּי שָׁעוֹת אַחַר תְּחִלַּת זְמַן

 שְׁחִיטָתוֹ. מִפְּנֵי הַקָּרְבָּנוֹת שֶׁל יְחִידִים אוֹ
 שֶׁל צִבּוּר. לְפִי שֶׁאָסוּר לְהַקְרִיב קָרְבָּן כְּלָל

 קֹדֶם תָּמִיד שֶׁל שַׁחַר. וְלֹא שׁוֹחֲטִין קָרְבָּן
 אַחַר תָּמִיד שֶׁל בֵּין הָעַרְבַּיִם חוּץ מִקָּרְבַּן

 פֶּסַח לְבַדּוֹ. שֶׁאִי אֶפְשָׁר שֶׁיַּקְרִיבוּ כָּל
יִשְׂרָאֵל פִּסְחֵיהֶן בִּשְׁתֵּי שָׁעוֹת:ת

The korban tamid of the afternoon should be slaughtered when the 
shadows have been extended and it is obvious to all that they have 
been extended. This is from six and a half hours of the day until 
the day’s end. Every day, they would not slaughter it until eight and 
a half hours of the day and they would offer it at nine and a half 
hours.

Why would they delay [its slaughter] for two hours after the 
beginning of the time? Because of the korbanos of individuals and 
those of the community. For it is forbidden to offer any korban 
before the korban tamid of the morning and no korban is offered 
after the korban tamid of the afternoon with the exception of the 
Korban Pesach. [That leniency was granted, because] it is impossible 
for all of Israel to offer their Korban Pesach in two hours.
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Every morning in the Beis 
Hamikdash, a lamb was brought as the 
korban tamid. This was a public korban 
brought on behalf of all Yidden. The 
same would happen every afternoon, 
when a second korban tamid was 
offered.

The afternoon (בין הערביים) korban 
may be brought starting at six and a 
half hours into the day, a half hour 
after noon. Yet almost every day of 
the year it was brought two full hours 
later, at eight and a half hours into the 
day.

The reason for this delay is because 
the din is that no korban can be 
brought after the afternoon tamid. 
If the afternoon tamid would be 
brought at six and a half hours, any 
Yid who shows up after that with his 
personal korban would have to wait 
until the next day. As a courtesy to 
those Yidden, we consistently delay the 
korban tamid for two full hours.

Imagine this: The entire Jewish 
nation is kept waiting for two full 
hours on a daily basis just in case one 
Jew will show up late with his korban.

The importance of this is amplified 
considering that everything in the 
Beis Hamikdash was done with utmost 
speed, zrizus, as every holy endeavor 
should be done. Kohanim are known 
to be zerizin, and most importantly, 
the afternoon tamid atones for any 
mitzvas asei transgressed by any Jew 
in the world since the morning tamid. 
Yet we are told to hold off for two full 
hours because of a single Jew who may 
show up late.  

(Adapted from Sichas Shabbos 
Parshas Nitzavim 5745)

לזכות
עליזה תחי'

שוחאט
לרגל יום הולדתה - כ"ב טבת

ולזכות הוריה
  הרה"ת ר' שלום דוב בער 

וזוגתו מרת חיה מושקא שיחיו

 ולזכות אחיותיה 
ברכה ליפשא ושיינדל תחיינה

 CYCLES OF 
LEARNING RAMBAM

ים
רבע

   מחזור הא
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