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This magazine has been made possible 

 לזכות 
 הרה״ת ר׳ שלום וזוגתו מרת שרה 
 וילדיהם ישראל, ריסא, חי׳ מושקא, 

 אמונה מלכה, יעקב יהודה, ולאה שיחיו 
אייזיקוביץ

 ולזכרן הצדקנית הרבנית מרת חנה ע״ה שניאורסאהן
  בת הרה״ג הרה״ח ר׳ מאיר שלמה ע״ה 

 אמו של כ״ק אדמו״ר 
לרגל היארצייט-הילולא ו׳ תשרי

DerherEditorial
KEEPING IT TOGETHER

At the Rebbe’s Rosh Hashanah farbrengens, the Rebbe was meticulous about mentioning each 
one the Rabbeim by name and also singing each of their niggunim. This is based on a minhag that the 
Frierdiker Rebbe received from his father, the Rebbe Rashab, to mention the names of all the Rabbeim 
on Rosh Hashanah.

The meaning behind this practice, the Rebbe explains in various sichos, is that Rosh Hashanah is the 
“head” of the year (not just its beginning). Like a head that carries chayus to all the limbs of the body, 
Rosh Hashanah carries life for each and every day of the year. By invoking our connection with our 
Rabbeim, the “head” of the “body” of the Jewish nation, we ensure that the chayus from Rosh Hashanah 
will manifest properly throughout each and every day of the coming year.1 

As we approach Rosh Hashanah and the new year ahead of us, it is appropriate to focus on the 
meaning of our connection to the Rebbe, nessi doreinu, and how we can better affirm our hiskashrus in a 
sincere way.

WHAT IS UNIQUE TO CHABAD?
On Gimmel Tammuz 5710, a few months after the Frierdiker Rebbe’s histalkus, the Rebbe penned a 

letter2	  shedding light on the concept and role of a Rebbe, and what that means for us in our own 
lives:

“Many people seek to pinpoint and characterize the virtues and preeminence of each of the Rabbeim 
of Chabad, and in particular of the nossi of our generation—my father-in-law, the Rebbe, הכ"מ—in 
various terms: the paradigm of mesirus nefesh, a gaon, a man of exemplary middos, a tzaddik, an 
individual endowed with ruach hakodesh, an individual accustomed to [performing] miracles, and so on.

“...Nevertheless, the essential point is missing here. Apart from this being the essence per se, it 
is especially important because of the vital effect it has [in general], and in particular upon us, the 
community of those who are his Chassidim and who are bound to him. That essential point is the fact 
that he is the nossi, and the nossi of Chabad…”

Then the Rebbe explains what the meaning of a nossi in general, and a nossi of Chabad in particular 
is, and why it is so unique and important:

“A nossi, broadly defined, is a ‘Rosh Alphei Yisroel’ [head of the multitudes of Israel]. He is their ‘head’ 
and ‘mind’, their source of life and vitality. Through their attachment to him, they are bound and united 
with their source on high.”



In a footnote to the following section of the letter, the Rebbe references a maamar in Torah Ohr3 
where the Alter Rebbe explains the difference between “רועים”, the “shepherds” of the Jewish people, 
who supply ahava, yirah, Torah, and so on—things which the Yidden internalize in a pnimius; and 
 the “princes” of the Jewish people, who influence their people in a more “makif” maaner. An ”נסיכים“
example of a shepherd is Moshe Rabbeinu, who taught Torah to the Yidden which they could then 
internalize in their hearts and minds. Then you have tzaddikim who people became inspired in their 
presence just by watching them daven with a passion! This is a much higher type of influence, which is 
therefore not able to be completely internalized by the person. 

The Rebbe also references an idea from the maamar about Moshiach, who will have both the 
qualities of a the “rav”—a teacher who influences his students in an internal way (the quality of a ro’eh—
shepherd); as well as a “melech”—a king who influences his subjects in a higher, albeit more general and 
less internal way (the quality of a nasich—prince).

The Rebbe continues:
“There are several types of nesi'im: those who supply their constituents with ‘internalized’ (‘pnimius’) 

nurture, and those whose nurture is of a more ‘encompassing’ (‘makif’) nature.5 This is further divisible 
into the particulars of whether they impart the teaching of the ‘nigleh’ or ‘nistar’ part of Torah, or both; 
whether they offer guidance in avoda and Chassidus; whether they draw down material provision; and 
so on.”

Then the Rebbe says something which is mind-boggling:
“There are also nesi'im who are channels in several of these areas, or even in all of them.
“Such was the nature of the leadership of the nesi'im of Chabad, from the Alter Rebbe until, and 

including, my father-in-law, who embraced all these categories and areas: they nurtured their Chassidim 
in both the ‘pnimius’ and the ‘makif’ qualities of their souls; in Torah, avoda, and gemilus chassadim; in 
ruchnius and in gashmius. Thus, their bond with those connected with them was in all 613 limbs and 
organs of their souls and bodies.”

The Rebbe concludes that what makes the nesi’im of Chabad unique is that their provisions to the 
members of their generation is not limited to one area or another. Every single thing that comes down 
from heaven and is bestowed upon the people of their time must all come through the nossi. The Rebbe 
gives us everything we need both in gashmius and in ruchnius, and our connection back to him needs 
to reciprocate as such. Every part of our lives and every fiber of our being needs to be based on our 
hiskashrus to the Rebbe.4

So now that we approach the month of Tishrei and the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashanah, a time when the 
Rebbe is more revealed and accessible — as evident by the incredible giluyim experienced during Tishrei 
with the Rebbe throughout the years — it is an opportune time to reconnect. To “contemplate” and 
“deeply understand,” as the Rebbe says in the letter, what role and function the Rebbe plays in our lives 
and strengthen our hiskashrus in the ways the Rebbe showed us to. 

In this vein, we will certainly merit the Rebbe’s brachos for all of us to have a כתיבה וחתימה טובה לשנה 
 and the Rebbe will take ,הנשיא הוא הכל—and be reunited this year with the Rebbe, the nossi ,טובה ומתוקה
us out of galus, speedily!

A Chassidisher Derher
יום הבהיר חי אלול ה'תש"פ

שבעים שנה לנשיאות כ"ק אדמו"ר

1.	 See Sichas Rosh Hashanah 5746, et. al. See also Toras Menachem vol. 1, p. 221.
2.	 Ibid. p. 117. Parts of the translation from I Will Write In Their Hearts by SIE.
3.	 Parshas Mikeitz, Tanu Rabbanan Mitzvas Ner Chanukah (33d).
4.	 For a deep and lengthy explanation, see also Likkutei Sichos, Chukas vol. 33 (2).



When it comes to communal 
activism there are many groups and 
organizations that help others. It is 
easy to exempt oneself from helping, 
especially because it doesn’t really 
seem that one person’s effort will make 
any significant change in the grand 
scheme of things. 

There was once a group of wealthy 
and aristocratic young people that had 
a meeting with the Rebbe Maharash to 
strategize on how to stop the pogroms 
that were common then in Russia. 

This happened in the year 5640* 
when anti-semitic leaders were 
instigating the ignorant masses to loot 
and terrorize their Jewish neighbors. 

The Rebbe Maharash had many 
acquaintances in the Russian 
government and he traveled to them 
to request their assistance to still the 
fire of anti-Jewish propaganda. 

As a result of these connections, it 
only took a few days time to procure 
a plan of action. The officials he 
was connected with suggested that 
he gather the Jewish upper class of 
Petersburg to visit the Minister of 
Interior and the President of the 
Senate to present the proposal. 

The Rebbe was known among 
the Jewish elite for his independent 
way and how he never convened 
with them, always operating on his 
own. They resented him for this. 

Nevertheless, he called them to his 
residence at the Serepinsky Hotel and 
outlined his plan. He then suggested 
that the members of the group 
select a few individuals from among 
themselves to join his delegation. 

A certain brazen individual didn’t 
appreciate the way this meeting was 
being run, and spoke out on behalf of 
the others. 

He told the Rebbe that he and his 
colleagues were not chess pieces. If he 
considered them to be intelligent, he 
needs to value their opinions, and if 
not, then he doesn’t need them for this 
either. 

The Rebbe answered him that in 
the Megillah there was a similar issue 

HELPING OTHERS 
IS HELPING 
YOURSELF

*z     5640 - 18806 TISHREI 5781
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where Jewish lives were in danger, 
and Mordechai told Esther that if she 
wants she could avoid getting involved 
because the Jewish people will surely 
be saved in one way or another but 
then she will have lost an opportunity. 

“To me it is certain that liberty and 
deliverance will come to the Jews. If 
you do not wish to have a part in this, 
then it will come from somewhere 
else. But then, you and your father’s 
household will have lost out.” 

We don’t need you.  
You need you.

At first glance this seems like 
a strange thing to say to someone 
you are hoping will join in your 

efforts. Why did the Rebbe Maharash 
tell them that the job could be 
done without them? How is being 
dispensable supposed to motivate 
them to do more?

Yet we see that it did motivate them 
because it made them realize that 
joining the Rebbe’s efforts was in their 
own best interest. 

I’m sure someone else  
is doing it. 

What can we learn from this story?
When it comes to doing mivtzoim, 

supplying those in need with ample 
provisions for Yom Tov, or inviting 
guests for Yom Tov meals, people 

always think: “Someone else is doing 
it.”

This might be true, but then 
you would have missed out on the 
opportunity, and that is only hurting 
yourself. 

“One is obligated to say, ‘It is for 
me that the world was created.’” 

This is how to view other 
institutions of aid. They were created 
for my benefit, for me to participate in 
all the activities they are active in, for 
my own good.  

(Adapted from Sichas Shabbos 
Parshas Haazinu, 13 Tishrei 5746)

 לזכות 
 הרה״ת ר׳ מרדכי וזוגתו מרת אדל רייזל שיחיו 

וולבובסקי

שיראו רוב נחת חסידותי מכל יו״ח שיחיו 
 לאורך ימים ושנים טובות 

מתוך שמחה ובריאות הנכונה 

 נדפס ע״י 
משפחתם שיחיו
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An excerpt from ‘Yemei Bereishis,’ this account 
of Shemini Atzeres and Simchas Torah in the 

year immediately following the Frierdiker Rebbe’s 
histalkus is an extremely profound description of 
that time. Reading these lines, we are transported 
back in time to those historic moments when 
Chassidim eagerly anticipated that the Rebbe 
would accept upon himself the nesius. 

SHEMINI ATZERES NIGHT 

Hakafos were held in the Frierdiker Rebbe’s room 
with a large crowd in attendance. The Rebbe cried 
while saying the pesukim of “Ata Hareisa” as well as 
during the actual hakafos.

For the first and last hakafah the Rebbe danced 
together with Rashag.

The Rebbe also cried while reciting the last 
kaddish (after Mishnayos).

לעבן מיט'ן רבי'ן

One Drop…  
That Lasts Forever 

TISHREI 5711*

*z     5713 - 1952, 5711 - 1950

 טור ׳לעבן מיטן רבי׳ן׳ הוקדש לזכרון ולעילוי נשמת  
 ר׳ שמואל ב״ר יהושע אליהו ז״ל 
 ואשתו מרת שרה ע״ה בת ר׳ יקותיאל ומרת לאה הי״ד 
ת׳נ׳צ׳ב׳ה׳

 ע״י בנם 
 ר׳ יקותיאל יהודה 

 וזוגתו מרת פעסל לאה ומשפחתם שיחיו 
רוהר

FARBRENGEN IN THE SHALASH, CIRCA 5713*.
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After the conclusion of hakafos in the Frierdiker 
Rebbe’s room, the Rebbe went downstairs to the 
zal where hakafos were still being held and danced 
together with the crowd for the duration of one 
hakafah.  

SHEMINI ATZERES DAY

Today in the afternoon, a gathering for children 
was held in the big sukkah in the courtyard of 770. 
Around 300 children participated in this gathering.

The children were addressed by Rabbi J.J. Hecht 
and Elya Gross. As Elya Gross was addressing the 
children, the Rebbe suddenly came accompanied by 
Rabbi Hodakov and gazed at the children for a long 
time.

In the evening, the Rebbe instructed that the 
Chassidim should go again to the shuls (as they did 
the night before) and bring joy to the Yidden there. 
Therefore, the Rebbe said, the farbrengen will begin 
earlier in order to give all those who are going the 
opportunity to participate in the farbrengen and say 
l’chaim before leaving.

SIMCHAS TORAH NIGHT

The Rebbe came into the farbrengen before 
shkiah.

After the first sicha, all the bochurim said l’chaim 
to the Rebbe and then left to go on tahalucha. At 
the end of the sicha the Rebbe said, “Yehi ratzon that 
every single person should bring back with them at 
least one Yid from the shuls to these four walls.” 

Towards the end of the farbrengen, many of the 
bochurim who had gone to the shuls returned. The 
Rebbe asked if everyone who had gone to the shuls 
had already come back, remarking “We made up 
that every person who goes will bring back with 
him at least one Yid…?”

During one of the sichos, the Rebbe mentioned 
what Chazal said regarding any gathering of 10 
Yidden, that the Shechina rests upon them. Since 
at this gathering, there are 10 Yidden many times 
over, and amongst them are many who merited 
to be with the Frierdiker Rebbe in the past year… 
“therefore I suggest that someone should pour 
l’chaim for everyone, and everyone should picture 
the Rebbe’s face in their minds, say l’chaim to the 
Rebbe and ask of him that his brachos and promises 
should be fulfilled.”

The Rebbe poured l’chaim from his cup to a few 
of the assembled, and at one point a commotion 

ensued as everybody wanted the Rebbe to pour 
l’chaim for them also… 

The Rebbe suddenly made an announcement: 
“Hert zich ein Yidden! (Yidden, listen!) One must 
connect to the Rebbe himself and there is no need 
for intermediaries. The fact that I am giving mashke 
to specific individuals is a separate matter. Also in 
the past [before the histalkus] there were certain 
matters that went through me, and therefore, now 
too they must go through me. But as a general 
rule—one must connect to the Rebbe himself…”

As the Rebbe spoke, he began to cry profusely. 
The Rebbe leaned his head on his hands and 
continued to speak in this fashion, “Vos vilt ir fun 
mir—What do you want from me...?” People were 
shocked and many of the elder Chassidim burst into 
tears… Suddenly, the Rebbe stopped crying.

Somebody asked the Rebbe for mashke and 
when the Rebbe poured l’chaim for him he asked for 
more, “Zeit mashpia b’li hefsek—pour without stop!” 
The Rebbe replied, “Es ken zein ein troppen un dos 
zol zein ad ein sof—it could be one drop that lasts 
forever.”

One of the Chassidim who was sitting facing the 
Rebbe was crying heavily and when people wanted 
to remove him, the Rebbe stopped them: “Tchepet 
em nit (Leave him alone), he is not disturbing—it is 
only a shame that he is disturbing himself…”

MICHTAV KLOLI-PROTI, CHOL HAMOED SUKKOS 5711.
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There was a huge crowd present at the 
farbrengen and the pushing was tremendous. “Why 
is there pushing?” the Rebbe demanded. “There is 
no need to push! The Rebbe is everywhere; pushing 
only shows a lack of emunah.”

Immediately after the farbrengen, the Rebbe 
went upstairs to the Frierdiker Rebbe’s room for 
Maariv and hakafos. Hakafos were conducted in 
the same fashion as last night and were very short, 
ending at about 11:30 p.m.

Afterwards, the Rebbe went to have seudas Yom 
Tov in the Frierdiker Rebbe’s apartment. The Rebbe 
led the bentching while holding a cup of wine. 
After birkas hamazon, a few of anash led by Rabbi 
Kazarnovsky (who by then had already had a few 
l’chaims) approached the Rebbe and requested that 
he give them kos shel bracha. The Rebbe refused 
their request, and drank the remaining wine in the 
cup, after which he turned the cup upside down for 
all to see!

In the zal downstairs, there was still a big olam 
dancing and saying l’chaim, and they were now 
joined by the Chassidim who had been upstairs at 
the seudah. When the Rebbe came downstairs after 
the meal, he noticed Rabbi Kazarnovsky dancing 
and instructed him to teach the crowd the sicha 
that the Frierdiker Rebbe said on Simchas Torah 
the previous year (which was printed this year in a 
special kuntres before Simchas Torah). The Rebbe 
told him to read it in a loud voice so that all those 
present would be able to hear.

Rabbi Kazarnovsky immediately started to 
read out loud the first part of the sicha, and the 
subsequent sections were read by other people 
present, each section by someone else. In the 
meantime, Rabbi Kazarnovsky began to feel unwell, 

and all of a sudden, the Rebbe entered the zal and 
instructed that they should quickly finish up the 
sicha, eat seudas Yom Tov and then go straight to bed 
“b’poel mamash l’mata measara tefachim.”

By the time they finished reading the sicha, it was 
already two o’clock in the morning. The Rebbe came 
into the zal again with a challah and instructed that 
those who still did not eat seudas Yom Tov should 
wash their hands for hamotzi. The Rebbe called 
many of the bochurim and anash by their names 
and told them personally to go wash their hands. 
Everybody washed their hands and partook of 
the Rebbe’s challah. In the meantime, the Rebbe 
returned to his room.

As the Rebbe approached the entrance to his 
room, he was met by Rabbis Eliyahu Nochum 
Sklar and Arye Leib Kramer who wished the Rebbe 
“l’chaim.” The Rebbe responded to them in turn. 
Immediately, everybody present began to say l’chaim 
to the Rebbe. “Why should I be a “poresh min 
hatzibur?” the Rebbe said, requesting a small cup 
of mashke. “L’chaim! Yehi ratzon that all the brachos 
that the Rebbe gave, gives and will give should be 
fulfilled in their entirety. The kli for these brachos is 
made by fulfilling the Rebbe’s horaos and involving 
oneself in inyanei haklal. Through this, the brachos 
are drawn down upon the entire family in all areas, 
and that there should be shalom bayis…”

The Rebbe continued on to explain the idea of 
shalom bayis in spiritual terms: That there should 
be shalom between the nefesh haelokis and the nefesh 
habehamis; that the animal soul should be at peace 
with the G-dly soul and not fight it. This is the 
channel for the Rebbe’s brachos for a shana tovah 
u’mesuka physically and spiritually.”

After a little while, the Rebbe walked into the zal 
and looked at the people still dancing and who were 
already in high spirits after saying much l’chaim. 
The Rebbe noticed hatomim Sholom Marozov and 
told him to say l’chaim. The crowd continued saying 
l’chaim to the Rebbe and the Rebbe gave personal 
brachos to many of the Chassidim including for 
shalom bayis and parnassa. 

Sholom Marozov suddenly burst into tears. 
The Rebbe told him, “Heint darf men zein b’simcha 
(Today, one has to be joyful).”

Present in the room was a talmid from Yeshivas 
Reb Chaim Berlin and he also said l’chaim to the 
Rebbe. The Rebbe asked him his name and what his 
occupation is. He answered that his name is Moshe 
Eliezer and that he works in processing retzuos for 

THE FRIERDIKER REBBE’S YECHIDUS ROOM.
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tefillin. The Rebbe then began to elaborate on his 
name: The period in Moshe Rabbeinu’s life in which 
he ran away from Mitzrayim to Midyan was an 
extremely hard time for Moshe and nevertheless he 
had trust in Hashem. It was precisely for this reason 
that he named his son Eliezer, as it says in the Torah 
”.The G-d of my father is my help—אלקי אבי בעזרי“

The Rebbe then went on to derive a lesson in 
avodas Hashem from making retzuos for tefillin: 
The idea of tefillin is to subjugate our hearts and 
minds to Hashem. The retzuos of the tefillin shel 
rosh need to be long enough to reach the lower 
half of the body. This teaches us that every part 
of our bodies—even the lower half—needs to be 
connected to Hashem (and not just the mind and 
heart). 

Sholom Marozov continued crying and the 
Rebbe said to him, “Mir hoben opgeredt—b’simcha! 
(We already agreed—with joy!)” The Rebbe then 
told him to daven Maariv and do hakafos. 

After the Rebbe left 770, the olam continued to 
farbreng and Rabbi Kazarnovsky told many stories 
about the Rebbe. Amongst other things, he related 
how much pleasure the Frierdiker Rebbe would 
have whenever the Rebbe would go in to see him.     

SIMCHAS TORAH DAY

After hakafos in the Frierdiker Rebbe’s room, the 
Rebbe, along with everybody else, went downstairs 
to the zal for krias haTorah. The Rebbe received the 
aliya of Chosson Bereishis.

The M’reshus (introduction to Chosson Torah 
and Chosson Bereishis) was read aloud by an elder 
Chossid with great emotion. When reaching the 
words “V’ata kum...” he burst into tears, and—for 
the first time ever—the official title was announced 
in public: “Ya’amod Adoneinu Moreinu V’rabbeinu 
Harav Reb—the Rebbe’s name—ben Harav Reb Levi 
Yitzchok…” 

There are no words to describe the tremendous 
emotions that were had by those present at this 
historic moment. It seemed as if the whole crowd 
was saying the words along with him… At that 
moment, there was an otherworldly feeling felt by 
everybody.

The Rebbe on the other hand did not betray any 
signs of emotion. Besides during the bracha on the 
Torah when the Rebbe cried a bit, one could not 
discern any specific reaction. 

*z     5717 - 1956

CHILDREN’S RALLY, 18 TISHREI 5717.
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After Mincha the Rebbe came into the 
farbrengen and washed his hands for hamotzi. 

During the farbrengen the Rebbe radiated with 
joy and poured mashke from his becher to many and 
instructed them to say l’chaim. 

The Rebbe also spoke to a number of people 
individually:

The Rebbe demanded from one individual that 
he give up his own retzonos and fulfill the ratzon of 
the Rebbe. This is the channel for all the brachos, 
including the most important blessing—being 
mekushar to the Rebbe.

At one point, the Rebbe asked Reb Volf 
Greenglass how many talmidim he has. When he 
answered, “eighty-six,” the Rebbe noted that 86 is 
the gematria of אלקים. The Rebbe bentched him that 
he should have many more talmidim; as many as the 
gematria of צבאות, adding that on Simchas Torah, 
the whole concept of yeshus—letting one’s ego take 
control—has no place. 

Afterwards, the Rebbe began pouring mashke 
for those who had come from ״ערי השדה״—out 
of town—in order to spend Yom Tov together 
with the Rebbe. The Rebbe commented that the 
term “ערי השדה'' is a term that was accepted by the 
[Frierdiker] Rebbe—either he gave the actual name 
or he just used it—but either way, it was a term the 
[Frierdiker] Rebbe used. The word שדה (field), the 
Rebbe explained, symbolizes the kelipos—״,עשו איש 
 and our job is to transform these “fields of שדה״
kelipah” into kedusha.

The Rebbe exhibited an unusual display of 
simcha at this farbrengen, and at one point, the 
Rebbe instructed some of the assembled to turn 
their sirtuks inside-out. He instructed someone 
else to take off his tie and say l’chaim. The Rebbe 
instructed Rabbi Avraham Hecht to say l’chaim 
seven times!

Afterwards, the Rebbe poured l’chaim for many 
of the bochurim. “We constantly speak about 
preparing for Moshiach,” the Rebbe said. “Since it 
is stated that “Ben Dovid” (Moshiach) will not come 
until all the neshamos are brought down into bodies, 
the Aibershter should send you suitable shidduchim.”

Amidst the whole excitement, the Rebbe 
suddenly sprang up onto an adjoining table and 
began giving out mashke from his cup to the whole 
olam. The fashion in which the Rebbe distributed 
l’chaim was special and unique. The Rebbe looked at 
each person individually, poured some mashke from 
his becher into the cup and then gave a bracha. 

Like the previous night, the room was packed 
and the pushing and lack of space was intense. 
Noticing somebody who was trying to avoid getting 
pushed, the Rebbe called out with a smile, “Kvetcht 
im, kvetch im…(press him, press him)!”

The Rebbe then began to distribute mashke 
especially for the bochurim, and he started to 
speak to them directly: “It is brought down in Sifre 
that ‘לבניך—אלו התלמידים’. In the Gemara as well, 
it is brought down that Hashem wanted to make 
Chizkiyahu Hamelech Moshiach but the generation 
was not deserving. What did Chizkiyahu do? He 
gathered the tinokos shel beis rabban and taught 
them the laws of negaim and ohalos—parts of Torah 
that are beyond rationale—and was not nispoel from 
what his friends sitting on the Sanhedrin thought.

“The Chizkiyahu of our generation also did not 
take into account all these things; he took Yiddishe 
children and taught them that the Torah is not 
limited to our understanding. As far as he was 
concerned, Moshiach had already come and in his 
own life Moshiach was already a reality. When the 
bochurim will do what he requested to be done, this 
will be the preparation and will allow for the Rebbe 
to lead us to the geulah ha’amitis v’hashleimah, 
amen.”

After bentching, the Rebbe blessed everybody 
with “A healthy and happy winter,” and concluded, 
“may we only hear good news—every person in 
what they need—and the Rebbe Shlita will lead us 
to greet Moshiach in Eretz Yisroel with the geulah 
ha’amitis v’hashleimah, amen!”  

After Maariv the Rebbe said, “דער אויבערשטער זאל 
  ”’.העלפן עס זאל זיין ויעקב הלך לדרכו

BOCHURIM LEARNING IN THE SMALL ZAL, CIRCA 5711*.
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Ksav Yad Kodesh

Living Like 
An Esrog

This ksav yad kodesh was written by the Rebbe as an edit to a bracha he gave to the young recent 
emigres from the Soviet Union, while giving them sets of daled minim on Erev Sukkos 5732*: 

לעילוי נשמת 
ר׳ יצחק ליב בן ר׳ חיים אהרן ע״ה 

בלאק 
נלב״ע ערב חגה״ס י״ד תשרי ה׳תשע״ח 

ת׳נ׳צ׳ב׳ה׳

נדפס ע״י 
משפחתו שיחיו

It should be noted that the esrog can not only handle cold and hot 
seasons, etc. (as explained in Ohr Hatorah Sukkos p. 1739) without 
being [negatively] affected (as explained in Siddur Im Dach p. 365a), 

More so: It flourishes and has an additional measure of growth 
from experiencing all [seasons] (as explained in V’Kacha 5637 ch. 94).1

(Likkutei Sichos vol. 9, p. 389)  

1.	 It seems that the Rebbe specifically noted this characteristic to these young boys, 
highlighting their mesiras nefesh for Yiddishkeit in Russia. As explained in the sources 
referenced by the Rebbe, when a Yid has bittul and mesiras nefesh, his avodas Hashem is 
unwavering regardless of the circumstances of his surroundings.

להעיר שהאתרוג לא רק "מקבל קור 
וחום כו'" )אוה"ת סוכות ע' א'תשל"ט( 
ו"אינו מתפעל" מהם )סידור רסה, א(, 
אלא יתרה מזו: "גדל" ומקבל מכולם 

"תוס' צמיחה" )וככה פצ"ד(.
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RESCUING JEWISH  
AMERICAN YOUTH ONE HOUR A WEEK

RELEASED 
EST. TIME 5700
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Once, on a Wednesday afternoon, a bochur was sitting and learning in the upstairs 
zal of 770, across the hall of the Rebbe’s room. The room was empty since all the other 
bochurim were out on “Released Time.”

Suddenly the light went out. The startled bochur looked up and was astonished to see 
the Rebbe had entered the room and flipped the light switch. The message was clear: Now 
was not the time to be learning in zal, because on Wednesday afternoon everyone should 
be on “Released Time.”

Providing proper chinuch for children is one of the primary missions of our 
generation. In 5702* the Frierdiker Rebbe initiated the earliest Lubavitch flagship 
educational program to bring Yiddishkeit to the furthest reaches of the Jewish 
community. Utilizing the opportunity granted by the government for public school 
children to be excused from school one hour per week to receive religious instruction 
- known as “Released Time” - Lubavitch embarked on an ambitious mission to ensure 
these children received the education they needed.

Over the next 80 years, Released Time unleashed a revolution on Jewish education 
in America, transforming the lives of hundreds of thousands of children and inspiring 
many to enroll in proper Jewish schools. Today the program includes periodic day 
camps, Shabbatons, home visits, holiday programming and more.

This article will explore the history, impact and importance of this legendary program.
The information contained in this article was culled from the fascinating album: 

Shiurei Limmud Hados, Historical Review of the Released Time Program of the 
National Committee for the Furtherance of Jewish Education.
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THE REBBE DISTRIBUTES CHANUKAH 
GELT TO CHILDREN OF RELEASED 
TIME, 27 KISLEV 5737*.

לעילוי נשמת 
ר׳ בנציון בן ר׳ דוד ע״ה 

נלב״ע ו׳ אלול ה׳תשע״ט 
ת׳נ׳צ׳ב׳ה׳

נדפס ע״י בנו 
הרה״ת ר׳ שמואל אהרן וזוגתו מרת חנה 

ומשפחתם שיחיו 
נובאק
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RELEASED TIME IN EAST 
FLATBUSH, CIRCA 5711*.
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AMERICA IZ NIT ANDERSH
Upon arriving on the shores of the 

United States on 9 Adar Sheni 5700*, 
the Frierdiker Rebbe declared that 
whereas many felt America was not 
a place for the authentic Yiddishkeit 
that flourished in Europe before 
the war, he would do everything to 
show that America was no different. 
Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim and 
affiliate schools were immediately 
established and hundreds of Jewish 
children started receiving an authentic 
yeshiva education. But the Frierdiker 
Rebbe wanted to elevate the quality of 
chinuch for every Jewish child in the 
greater New York area.

There were other Jewish day 
schools and many afternoon talmud 
Torahs in the city, and although some 
were authentic, many others were 
unfortunately staffed by teachers 
who were mechalelei Shabbos and 
who certainly did not personify yiras 
Shamayim, to say the least.

In the month of Cheshvan 5702* 
the Frierdiker Rebbe penned a letter1 
to an American talmid learning in 
Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim and an 
American talmid learning in Yeshivas 
Torah Vodaas, charging them with the 
task of creating a committee of yeshiva 
bochurim dedicated to providing 
authentic chinuch for all Jewish 
children in New York, in conjunction 
with the recently established Merkos 
L'inyonei Chinuch. 

The Frierdiker Rebbe described the 
immediate tasks of the committee:

1.	 To conduct a census in all 
Jewish communities of the 
greater New York areas. 
Coordinate teams of yeshiva 
bochurim to go from door to 
door, meet the parents and 
inquire whether their children 
were learning in an institution 
that provided an authentic 
Jewish education. Create a 
questionnaire that would 

help obtain the names of the 
children, their addresses and 
the schools they attended. If 
their children were not yet 
enrolled in proper Jewish 
schools, encourage them to 
do so and recommend the 
closest one to them. If tuition 
was the challenge, find ways to 
subsidize it.

2.	 To visit every Jewish school 
and politely gather information 
on its size, the observance 
level of the principals and 
teachers, and what type of 
curriculum and books they 
used. Communicate with 
the faculties that a list would 
be compiled and publicized 
of all the Jewish schools 
that provided an authentic 
Jewish education, to raise 
their enrollment and arrange 
financial aid for them as well. 
At the same time this list 

would expose those schools 
who called themselves Talmud 
Torahs but in truth were 
providing the exact opposite 
type of education—the “treifeh 
Talmud Torahs.”

“When you truly care for the proper 
chinuch of these children with a ‘yiras 
Shamayim gefil’ your work will inspire 
the schools currently lacking in areas of 
yiras Shamayim to make the necessary 
changes.”

On several occasions, the Frierdiker 
Rebbe declared that the call of the 
hour for all talmidei hayeshivos in 
America was to dedicate themselves to 
rescuing as many children as possible 
from the treifeh Talmud Torahs and 
enable them to have a proper chinuch.

A committee named “Vaad Maginei 
Chinuch Hakosher” was established 
and talmidim of several yeshivos spent 
their lunch breaks canvassing Jewish 
neighborhoods. Although they were 
successful in convincing the parents 

EXCERPTS FROM THE “MINUTES” OF THE FIRST MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MERKOS 
L'INYONEI CHINUCH, HELD ON 26 TISHREI, 5703 IN 770 WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF THE FRIERDIKER REBBE.
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of many children to attend the right 
schools, it was impossible to reach the 
tens of thousands of Jewish children 
throughout the city and bring them 
to the right schools. An alternative 
avenue was desperately needed to 
bring Yiddishkeit to these children.

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION  
BECOMES LEGAL

A bedrock of the American 
governing system is the separation 
of Church and State, ensuring the 
government does not impose a specific 
religion on its citizens. As such, formal 
religious education is prohibited in 
American public schools.

During the school year of 1925-26 
(5686), several non-Jewish religious 
organizations made an arrangement 
with the school district of White 
Plains, NY to allow the children to 
attend religious classes for one hour 
a week. The classes were taught by 
teachers not associated with the 
schools, off school grounds. A similar 
system had been legally approved in 
the state of Indiana in 1914 (5674), but 
there was no such law in New York 
State.

This new arrangement stirred 
controversy, and the next year, a 
lawsuit was brought before the New 
York State Court of Appeals. The 
court ruled that the weekly religious 
instruction off school grounds was 
not in violation of any laws, but the 

controversy continued to play out in 
the court of public opinion.

Finally, in 1940 (5700), the 
New York State Legislature voted 
into law the provision for public 
school children to receive religious 
instruction for one hour each week, in 
accordance with guidelines set forth by 
the State Board of Regents, provided 
parents allowed their children to 
attend.

For a year after the law came 
into effect, mostly non-Jewish 
organizations took advantage of it. 
There were perhaps 25 Jewish classes 
in all of New York City, mostly because 

almost all Jewish organizations 
opposed the idea from the outset.

Rabbi Chaim Tzvi Konikov was 
the rav of the Tzemach Tzedek shul in 
Williamsburg and the administrator 
of the local Beis Rivkah school for 
girls. In the winter of 5702* he learned 
about the Released Time program 
happening in his area for other 
faiths and reasoned it was a golden 
opportunity to reach the vast majority 
of local girls not currently enrolled in 
the Beis Rivkah.

He started his own program 
for Jewish children but it was very 
difficult for him. He sent a letter to 
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FIRST CFJE DINNER, 5709.

A RELEASED TIME CLASS IN EAST FLATBUSH, 5711*.
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the Frierdiker Rebbe describing the 
program and its potential, and the 
letter was immediately forwarded to 
the Rebbe, the chairman of Merkos 
L'inyonei Chinuch.

On 7 Shevat 5703*2 the Rebbe 
notified Rabbi Konikov that his letter 
was received and that Merkos had 
undertaken the task of providing 
Released Time programming for all 
Jewish children in New York.

The above-mentioned committee 
was charged with coordinating 
Released Time, and within a year over 
2,000 boys and girls were enrolled. 
Talmidim from several yeshivos 

volunteered to teach every Wednesday, 
a teacher’s guide was published with 
regularity and the program became 
known as “מיטוואך שעה – Wednesday 
Hour.”

Although there were some 
boroughs that had designated a 
different day of the week for Released 
Time, this is the name the program 
became widely known as, and this is 
the term often used in the sichos and 
igros of the Rebbeim.

The program was wildly successful 
and committee members were happy 
to report on the weekly classes as 
well as the fact that so many children 

had enrolled in proper schools as 
a result of their inspiration. The 
Frierdiker Rebbe responded3 that 
their accomplishments until then 
were entirely insufficient. While 2,000 
students may be a nice number, it does 
not account for even a percentage 
of the amount of children who so 
desperately need a proper chinuch. 
There was much more work to be 
done!

In the same letter the Frierdiker 
Rebbe named the committee 
“Committee for the Furtherance of 
Jewish Education.”

On 3 Nissan 5704*4 the Frierdiker 
Rebbe instructed Merkos L'inyonei 
Chinuch to establish an official 
organization to lead the Released Time 
efforts. It should be called של"ה – שעה 
 with an official mission לימוד הדת
statement, bylaws, budget, logo and 
a dedicated director. (The name later 
became שיעורי לימוד הדת.)

This organization would operate 
independently but under the 
supervision of Merkos. This made 
the peulos of Shaloh not a uniquely 
Lubavitch project and would therefore 
involve young men and women from 
all segments of the frum community.

Yeshivos from all across the 
spectrum—Reb Yitzchok Elchonon, 
Reb Chaim Berlin, Yavneh, Torah 
Vodaas and others—were involved 
in Released Time. In each yeshiva 
there was a liaison to the CFJE to 
recruit the bochurim, ensuring they 
received teacher’s guides and had their 
expenses covered each week.

In addition to teaching the classes, 
scores of volunteers were needed 
to recruit students to participate in 
Released Time. One could not walk 
into a public school and announce 
that all Jewish children should follow 
them to the nearest shul. Every parent 
needed to sign a document requesting 
the school allow their children to 
join the Released Time program. 
Yeshiva bochurim would canvas entire 

ANNUAL CFJE CONVENTION, 6 SHEVAT 5711.

EXCERPT FROM THE TEACHER'S GUIDE OF 5720.
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THIS IS THE MISSION OF YESHIVA BOCHURIM
There were those who found it odd that yeshiva 

bochurim were dedicating so much time to this 
activism, reasoning that they should be focusing all of 
their time and energy on their learning instead. But 
the Rebbeim clearly instructed differently.

In the winter of 5703* one of the bochurim involved 
with Released Time wrote a letter to the Frierdiker 
Rebbe expressing his inner turmoil at the fact that his 
activism is taking away time from his learning and 
distracts him while he’s learning as well. In response,7 
the Frierdiker Rebbe explained how essential chinuch 
work is, eclipsing everything else.

“Words are inadequate to express the great merit one 
has from doing this holy work. All the supernal angels and 
heavenly neshamos in Gan Eden are jealous of all those 
involved in the mission of saving Jewish children from the 
web of kefira spun by the apostate faculties of the treifeh 
Talmud Torahs, and bringing these children under the 
wings of the Shechina in the proper Talmud Torahs.

“The Mitteler Rebbe writes that spiritual death is 
worse than physical death. Imagine you saw Jewish 
children drowning or trapped in a burning home, and 
you and your friends had the ability to rescue them from 
death. Would you or your friends stand back and be 
concerned about your Torah learning?!

“All the more so when you witness so many Jewish 
children drowning in the sea of kefira and being burned 
by the poisonous kefira they are being exposed to. How 
can you and your friends be concerned about your Torah 
learning?! You must all ‘cast your lives aside’ and work 
with much mesiras nefesh and enthusiasm!

“The state of affairs of chinuch is the responsibility 
of the yeshiva bochurim. The rabbonim are doing their 
part but you must get the job done. Each one of you must 
realize your purpose and obligation.”

Regarding his distractions during learning, the 
Frierdiker Rebbe dismissed the issue as his general 
problem with focus, and not the fault of the activism.

“Apparently it is your nature to be distracted and this 
happened before your activism. You must train yourself 
to control your thoughts so that when you are learning 
nothing else should distract you.”

In the spring of 5715* a certain Chossid wrote a 
letter to the Rebbe asking whether it was appropriate 
for yeshiva bochurim to dedicate time to recruiting 
new students to the Reshet Oholei Yosef Yitzchok 

schools in Eretz Yisroel. The Rebbe replied in sharp 
and direct terms:8

“I was shocked to [read such doubts] from you, more 
than from other Chassidim in Eretz Yisroel. You were 
in America when the [Frierdiker] Rebbe—the nossi 
of klal Yisroel, not just anash—sent out the talmidei 
hatmimim to do chinuch work. He chose the ‘cream of 
the crop’ and dispatched them to arei hasadeh to establish 
yeshivos in order to teach alef beis, reading, siddur, 
Chumash, Mishnah and Gemara, despite the fact that 
these talmidim were capable of accomplishing much in 
learning Chassidus in addition to nigleh.

“You are also aware of the Mitvach Sha’ah program 
and its purpose to teach young children who do not even 
speak Yiddish and need to be told about reciting Modeh 
Ani, the basics of Shabbos observance, etc. For this the 
[Frierdiker] Rebbe also dispatched the yeshiva bochurim, 
even those already involved in learning Chassidus and 
davening b’avodah despite the fact that the number of 
talmidim in Tomchei Temimim at the time was very 
small…”

Rabbi Aharon Cousin, who learned in 770 in the 
5710s*, relates:9

“One year my birthday occurred on a Wednesday 
and when I was in yechidus a few days earlier I asked 
whether I should go to Released Time or perhaps I 
should skip it in order to learn more Torah on that 
day. Putting a great deal of emotion into his words, 
the Rebbe rejected the idea outright saying “Avadeh 
zolstu gayn—of course you should go!” adding that I 
should teach the kids something extra special precisely 
because it was my birthday.

“A friend of mine wrote to the Rebbe that he 
wanted to be exempt from doing Released Time 
because he didn’t think reciting brachos with the 
children and giving them prizes accomplished much. 
Furthermore, it took three to four hours out of his 
day, travelling to Coney Island and back, and he felt 
his time would be better spent sitting and learning. He 
also argued that the thought of knowing he would have 
to disrupt his studies preyed on his mind all week. So 
he asked the Rebbe’s permission to be exempt.

“The Rebbe wrote back to him: ‘I want you to know 
that all the neshamos in Gan Eden, even the soul of 
Moshe Rabbeinu, are envious of you because you have 
the opportunity to recite Shema with young Jewish 
children. The mitzvos you do with those precious 
children certainly will have an everlasting effect.”
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neighborhoods, going door to door 
making parents aware of their local 
program and encouraging them to 
sign up.

Proper locations needed to 
be arranged, treats and supplies 
purchased and delivered in an 
orderly fashion, and money needed 
to be raised as well. All this was 
accomplished in those early years 
exclusively by yeshiva bochurim.

In addition to the weekly classes, 
much thought and energy was invested 
to ensure the children applied their 
lessons on a daily basis and the CFJE 
provided hundreds of pairs of tzitzis, 
mezuzos and other tashmishei kedusha 
to the children and their families free 
of charge.

On Chai Elul 5704*, the Frierdiker 
Rebbe spoke a sicha5 at the conference 
of Agudas Chasidei Chabad at the 
Park Manor Ballroom and summed up 
the Released Time program as follows:

“This past year 3,000 students 
were enrolled in the Mitvach Sha’ah 
program. They were taught about 
emunah in Hashem and recited brachos 
together. The children come from treif 
homes, without mezuzos or Shabbos, 

yet the children are reciting brachos, 
pesukim and the like. This causes a 
big commotion in heaven and all the 
malachim come [to witness it].”

During Chanukah 5705* the CFJE 
organized their first annual convention 
for the many volunteers and activists 
involved with Released Time, featuring 
renowned educators and motivational 
speakers to inspire everyone to 
increase their dedication to Released 
Time. After the main speeches, there 
were smaller sessions where the 
activists would discuss issues with the 
program and devise solutions on how 
to enhance the weekly classes.

The Frierdiker Rebbe sent a special 
letter to the participants and this 
became a yearly tradition which the 
Rebbe continued after Yud Shevat.

In the letter to the first convention 
the Frierdiker Rebbe set a goal for 
them to recruit at least 5,000 students 
to Released Time for that year.

The peulos of Released Time 
were not limited to New York City. 
Shluchim, who had been recently 
sent to open yeshivos in many cities, 
started Released Time programs too, 
and by the summer of 5705* Merkos 

reported in the Pardes Bulletin that 
Released Time was up and running in 
cities throughout New York State such 
as Buffalo, Rochester, Monticello and 
Ellenville, and all over North America 
—in Illinois, Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
California, Rhode Island and even 
Canada.

In the summer of 5705*, Rabbi 
Yaakov Yehuda Hecht was appointed 
to lead the CFJE and the Released 
Time program.6 Under his leadership, 
the CFJE and the Released Time 
program grew exponentially and 
within a few years over 10,000 children 
were participating every week in New 
York City alone.

With this growth, the finances 
increased and an annual dinner was 
arranged featuring the “who’s who” 
of the New York Jewish philanthropic 
community. The Frierdiker Rebbe and 
the Rebbe both sent special letters 
to the first dinner in Adar 5709*, a 
tradition the Rebbe continued after 
Yud Shevat.

PUBLICATIONS
As mentioned earlier, the CFJE 

published weekly teacher’s guides to 
help the volunteers prepare for the 
Released Time classes. The Frierdiker 
Rebbe was very pleased with the idea, 
encouraging them to have the guides 
reviewed by professionals and to 
ensure that the volunteers had them 
several days in advance so that they 
could be properly prepared.

In addition, the Frierdiker Rebbe 
instructed them to publish a small, 
eight-page booklet to be distributed 
to the students free of charge that 
would contain some tefillos such 
as Modeh Ani, some of the birchos 
hanehenin, Shema Yisroel, Baruch 
Sheim, Torah Tziva and Beyadcha, as 
well as messages encouraging them 
to honor their parents, learn well and 
participate in Mesibos Shabbos. That 
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A RELEASED TIME CLASS AT HEBREW LANGUAGE ACADEMY (HLA) OF BROOKLYN, TEVES 5779.
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year 10,000 copies were published and 
distributed.

In 5705* Merkos began publishing 
a monthly booklet titled SHALOH 
with four sections: 1. A story focused 
on teaching a halacha. 2. A story in 
installments about Jewish history. 3. A 
story focused on teaching middos and 
derech eretz. 4. A comic strip.

The comic strip was created by 
artist Mr. Michel Schwartz and the 
Rebbe was deeply involved in the 
concept as well as the details of the 
drawings.  

Twenty-four booklets were 
published in 5705*-5706* and another 
twenty-four booklets were published 
in 5721*-5722*.

Although the target audience of the 
SHALOH booklets were the Released 
Time children and the Teachers 
Guides were created for the Released 
Time instructors, they served as an 
invaluable resource for Jewish schools 
around the world at a time when there 
was almost nothing available in the 
realm of professional Jewish curricula.

MISGUIDED OPPOSITION
Despite the fact that the weekly 

hour of religious instruction for public 
school children was the state law, there 
were many who continued to oppose 
the idea for different reasons, led by 
Jewish organizations from opposite 
ends of the spectrum.

One form of opposition, coming 
mainly from those seeking to weaken 
Jewish education in general, argued 
that any vestige of cooperation on 
the part of the public school system 
facilitating religious instruction was in 
violation of the constitutional premise 
of separation of Church and State. This 
laughable approach was championed 
by many secular Jewish organizations 
and movements who actively 
supported efforts to overturn the law 
in the courts and in local legislatures.

In 5708* a Jewish mother and 
a Protestant mother filed a lawsuit 
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FIRST ISSUE OF THE 
SHALOH PUBLICATION.

SECOND EDITION OF THE RELEASED TIME 
TEACHER’S GUIDE, WITH LESSON PLANS 
FOR A FULL YEAR. PUBLISHED 5720*.

RELEASED TIME INSTRUCTORS BY THE CFJE 
CONVENTION OF 5709*.

RELEASED TIME STUDENTS SING AT A 
CONCERT ARRANGED BY CFJE, 5705*.
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against the City Board of Education 
claiming that the religious instructions 
were unconstitutional. The struggle 
reached the United State Supreme 
Court and in the spring of 5712* the 
Released Time program was found to 
be constitutional.

The New York Times reported on 
the landmark decision:10

“The Supreme Court’s decision 
upholding the released time program 
for pupils in New York State ‘places the 
final stamp of approval’ on the plan, 
Andrew G. Clauson Jr., president of 
the City Board of Education, declared 
yesterday...

“The decision had been awaited 
with much interest since a 1948 
Supreme Court decision found 
that the released time as practiced 
in Champaign, Ill. violated the 
Constitution. There the instruction 
was conducted within the schools by 
religious instructors of various faiths 
who came into the classrooms. In New 
York City, religious instruction is not 
given on public school property...

“Justice Douglas, writing for the 
majority, disposes of the constitutional 
question as follows: ‘We follow the 
McCollum Case [from Champaign]. 
But we cannot expand it to cover the 
present released time program [as 
practiced in New York City] unless 
separation of church and state means 
that public institutions can make no 
adjustments of their schedules to 
accommodate the religious needs of 
the people. We cannot read into the 
Bill of Rights such a philosophy of 
hostility to religion...

“We find the majority opinion 
persuasive...

“In this time of so much moral 
bankruptcy, with the demonstrated 
need for religious and ethical training, 
we feel that the door cannot be closed 
to a program—shared by 2 million 
or more young children over the 
nation each year—that offers promise 

of strengthening the 
religious and moral fiber 
of our youth.”

Another form of 
opposition came from 
several frum enclaves in 
the Jewish community. 
They reasoned that a 
program providing 
a bare minimum of 
Jewish education 
would suffice for many 
parents, discouraging 
them from sending 
their children to 
Jewish schools. 
Besides, how much 
can you teach these 
children in one hour 
a week, argued some.

Over time both 
of these arguments 
proved to be baseless. 
The fact was that the Released Time 
program encouraged thousands of 
children, who otherwise had no 
connection to any type of Jewish 
education previously, to enroll full 
time in Jewish schools.

Regarding the many thousands 
more who remained in public schools, 
the weekly hour provided them 
with an education they would have 
otherwise never received. And we 
should never underestimate the value 
of a Jewish child reciting “Shema 
Yisroel” or a bracha over a treat, even 
once in their lifetime. All the more so 
on a weekly basis.

In addition, since the weekly 
religious instruction was a fact of life, 
there were many Jewish children who 
were participating in the non-Jewish 
religious Released Time programs, 
Rachmana litzlan, because there was 
no Jewish programming available in 
their schools and they did not want to 
be different than their gentile friends. 
The CFJE Released Time program was 
helping avert this disaster as well.

The successes were so obvious that 
over time even the ardent opponents 
were forced to begrudgingly admit 
that given the circumstances, 
Released Time was the most powerful 
antidote to the tragic reality of Jewish 
education in America.

In a fascinating letter penned by 
Dr. Nissen Mindel in 5724* on the 
Rebbe’s behalf addressing the issue of 
school prayer, he refers to the Released 
Time program and its undeniable 
success:11

“Anyone who knew the late 
Lubavitcher Rebbe of saintly memory, 
either personally or by reputation, 
knew of his self-dedication to 
Torah and to one hundred percent 
Yiddishkeit, and also knew of his 
vast experience in Chinuch. No one, 
therefore, could make the charge 
that by initiating and developing the 
Release Time program, consisting of 
one hour a week, he would undermine 
the religious character and the future 
of the children (though there was 
some bitter opposition due to ill 
advised or misguided reasons.)
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“If when the program was initiated 

over twenty years ago, there could 
be room for a difference of opinions 
to whether it was a wise approach, 
everyone must now admit that the 
program has been highly successful 
in that it has been instrumental 
in producing Rabbis and Torah-
observing laymen, through the 
stimulus which that single hour a 
week has given many children to 
pursue their religious education in the 
Talmud Torah Hebrew Day Schools 
and Yeshivot.”

LUBAVITCH AT THE WHITE HOUSE
In 1909, President Theodore 

Roosevelt convened the first White 
House Conference on Children and 
Youth. From then on, every 10 years 
the White House hosted thousands 
of delegates for a week of discussions 
devoted to improving the lives of 
children across the nation. Each 
conference focused on issues relevant 
to the decade in which the conference 
was held.

THE CORPORATION
One week after Yud Shevat 5711* the Rebbe gave an interview 

to the Yiddish newspaper “פארווערטס—Forward” and amongst 
many topics highlighted the importance of Released Time.

“There is a law permitting school children to leave public 
school for one hour a week to receive religious instruction. 
The Catholics and Protestants utilized the opportunity, but not 
the Jews. The [Frierdiker] Rebbe came and said ‘Call upon the 
young boys and girls to teach these children Yiddishkeit. If they 
aren’t educated themselves, let them become educated. Take the 
children out of public school for one hour a week and bring them 
here.’ Thus started a major movement under the directorship of 
Rabbi Yaakov Hecht and Mr. Moshe Morgenstern, a movement 
with great success.”

Two months later, at a meeting held in 770 on 7 Adar II, 
the Committee for the Furtherance of Jewish Education was 
incorporated as an official corporation with the Rebbe signed on 
the Certificate of Incorporation as the first trustee (see photo). In 
addition, the Rebbe accepted the title of nossi of the CFJE. 

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION OF CFJE, 5 ADAR II 5711*.
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THE LUBAVITCHER DELEGATION TO THE WHITE HOUSE, 5720*.
LEFT TO RIGHT, RABBI ZALMAN POSNER, RABBI YAAKOV YEHUDA HECHT, RABBI URIEL TZIMMER, DR. 
NISSAN MINDEL, RABBI DAVID HOLLANDER.
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EXTRA TEN MINUTES
The purpose of Released 

Time is to influence the 
children to apply the lessons 
they are learning during 
that hour at home. In a duch 
from the winter of 5723* it 
was reported to the Rebbe 
that “in most cases, the 
teacher stays 10 or more 
minutes longer past three 
o’clock in order to speak to 
the children on an informal 
basis about doing the 
mitzvos, going to Talmud 
Torah, etc.”

On this specific detail the 
Rebbe responded “ת“ח על 
 thank you—הבשורות טובות
for the good tidings.”

In 5727*, when Rabbi 
Shlomo Cunin was seeking 
to bring another shliach 
to Los Angeles to lead the 
Released Time program 
there, he mentioned to 
the Rebbe in yechidus that 
he would like to offer the 
position to Rabbi Avrohom 
Levitansky. The Rebbe asked 
if Rabbi Levitansky was 
involved with Released Time 
as a bochur in New York, and 
when Rabbi Cunin answered 
in the affirmative the Rebbe 
asked if he remained after 
the classes to speak with the 
children.

Clearly, the Rebbe 
expected that the bochurim 
take an active interest in 
the children’s growth in 
Yiddishkeit and not run 
away from the class after 
delivering the obligatory one 
hour of instruction.
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CFJE SUMMER CAMP, 5712*.

BIKKUR BAYIS WITH RELEASED TIME CHILDREN, CIRCA 5710*.

BIKKUR BAYIS WITH RELEASED TIME CHILDREN, CHANUKAH 5779*.
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The conference of 1960 (5720) 
marked the 50th anniversary since 
its inception and Lubavitch was 
represented with a unique delegation: 
Rabbis Yaakov Yehuda Hecht, Dovid 
Hollander, Nissen Mindel, Zalman 
Posner and Uriel Tzimmer. The 
conference was held in Washington 
D.C. from 28 Adar through 5 Nissan 
5720*.

This marked the first time 
Lubavitch participated in such a high 
profile national event, and they were 
instructed by the Rebbe on three 
specific agenda items they were to 
advocate for:

1.	 Federal financial aid for 
parochial schools.

2.	 Greater opportunities for 
religious instruction such as 
Released Time.

3.	 To separate the genders in 
school, thereby raising the 
moral standards of the schools 
and the students.

There were various forums at 
the conference but the Lubavitch 
delegation participated specifically 
in the forum dedicated to moral and 
ethical education. All three agenda 
items were controversial, with the 

greatest challenge coming specifically 
from Jewish organizations misguidedly 
fixated on eradicating religion from 
the public sphere.

The Lubavitcher delegation waged a 
fierce battle in favor of Released Time. 
Ultimately the battle was won and the 
conference, with a majority of 206 
over 147, adopted resolution #459:

“That children and youth be 
granted greater opportunities for 
specific religious education in many 
weekday activities, including released 
time or diminished time from public 
school for programs under the 
supervision of local religious bodies.”

The delegation’s mission was 
considered a major success. During 
the farbrengen of Acharon Shel Pesach 
several weeks later, the Rebbe spoke 
in sharp terms about those who 
constantly seek to undermine the 
efforts to provide more children with 
proper Yiddishe chinuch and that their 
yetzer hara devises strange ways of 
convincing these naysayers that their 
arguments are rooted in concerns of 
yiras Shamayim.

On a practical note, the Rebbe 
called on everyone to redouble their 
efforts in ensuring the Released Time 

program grow and to influence those 
not yet convinced of its importance to 
finally realize their mistake.

“When you will do so in a pleasant 
manner, especially through providing 
clear proofs, pointing out lebedikeh 
kinder, living children that were rescued 
through the weekly Released Time 
hour: Here is a child now learning in 
a Talmud Torah or a yeshiva; here is 
a girl now enrolled in a Beis Rivkah 
or a Beis Yaakov; here is a woman 
already married and building a proper 
Jewish home. This will certainly have 
the desired impact [on those currently 
opposed to it].”12

SUMMER CAMPS, RALLIES  
AND THE ISRAELI DIVISION

As the stated purpose of Released 
Time was to provide a wholesome 
Jewish education to children who 
otherwise would not have access to 
it, Rabbi Hecht felt the need to open 
a kosher summer overnight camp for 
girls. Camp Emunah was established 
in 5713* and the Rebbe visited the 
camp grounds in Greenfield Park, 
NY during the historic visits to Gan 
Yisroel.13

Over the years CFJE had 
established many summer day camps 
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A RELEASED TIME CLASS IN EAST FLATBUSH, 5711.A RELEASED TIME CLASS IN EAST FLATBUSH, CIRCA 5705*.
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in the city as well, going back to the 
5700s*.

During Chanukah 5731*, Released 
Time started a yearly tradition of 
inviting the students of Released Time 
to 770 to join the Rebbe for Mincha 
and menorah lighting. Students from 
local chadarim started joining as well. 
In 5738*, after the children said the 12 
Pesukim the Rebbe spoke a sicha for 
them and Rabbi Hecht translated in 
English for the benefit of the Released 
Time children. Afterwards the Rebbe 
distributed Chanukah gelt to the 
children through their instructors.

After the disaster of the Yom 
Kippur War, many Israelis immigrated 
to the United States and a large 
number of them settled in Queens. 
Mostly for financial reasons, the 

vast majority of these children were 
enrolled in public schools instead of 
Jewish schools and they received no 
Jewish education at all.

Bochurim in 770 initiated and 
developed a special Israeli division 
under the Released Time umbrella 
catering to these children who would 
not gain much from attending the 
regular English-language Released 
Time classes. In addition, the 
Machneh Yisrael Day Camp was 
established in Queens under the 
auspices of Released Time.

In honor of 15 Shevat 5736* they 
started publishing short pamphlets 
entitled Daf Layeled and Daf Lahorim 
in Hebrew with short instructions 
connected with Yomim Tovim, etc. 

The following episode illustrates 
the great attention the Rebbe paid to 
these pamphlets. Early one Wednesday 
morning, Rabbi Shmuel Zalmanov, 
the coordinator of the Israeli Division, 
submitted the Daf Layeled for Purim 
to mazkirus. Barely an hour after the 
Rebbe arrived at 770, Rabbi Zalmanov 
was urgently called to mazkirus 
and notified that the Rebbe made a 
correction to the pamphlet.

In the pamphlet there was a short 
description of the Purim story and 
Mordechai was presented as the 
uncle of Esther. The Rebbe corrected 
the narrative by writing “]בן, מג]ילת 
 ,He was a cousin — ”א]סתר[ ב, ז, לתקן
see Megilas Esther, Perek 2 Possuk 7 —
correct it.” The Megillah clearly states 
that Esther was Mordechai’s cousin!
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