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he month of Elul, in addition to all its many

special qualities, marks the start of a new school

year, a new shnas halimudim in yeshivos and
schools around the world. The truth is that the entire year
is an opportune time to focus on our children’s education.
The Rebbe famously quotes the Rebbe Rashab in Hayom
Yom as saying that every individual has an “absolute
obligation” to think about their children’s chinuch every
day for thirty minutes. But when the month of Elul is
here, our focus on chinuch only intensifies.

Many parents and educators ask how to properly instill
Chassidishe values into the hearts and minds of their
children. More specifically—how to teach their children to
develop a sense of hiskashrus and an excitement towards
the Rebbe and all that the Rebbe wants of us; especially in
a time when we don’t see the Rebbe physically.

Perhaps we can glean some direction in this regard from

a fascinating sicha on a Rashi in Parshas Vayelech. The
possuk says: 02770W1 02702V *1PT Y2 NX "X 19°Npn—Moshe
Rabbeinu summoned the elders of the tribes. Rashi
comments that Moshe Rabbeinu didn’t use the trumpets,
like he would usually do when he wished to gather the
people, because it was the day of his passing and the
trumpets had been hidden away. The reason being that
“ninNn D11 1V7Y |'N”—a person does not have rulership on
the day of his passing.



The Rebbe asks:

How is it possible that on the day of his passing Moshe
Rabbeinu no longer had full control of his leadership of
the Jewish people? Moshe Rabbeinu, the faithful shepherd
that he was, tended to the Jewish people every day.
Obviously, as in all matters of holiness, Moshe Rabbeinu
certainly attained higher levels each and every day (“|"2un
wTn1”), and his leadership became stronger and stronger.
How is it possible that specifically on the day of his
passing, a most significant and special day of his life, his
leadership was somehow diminished?!

The answer, says the Rebbe, is that his leadership of B'nei
Yisroel reached such a high level, that he surpassed the
sense of being called a “ruler” over them. Of course, he
still maintained his connection with his flock, but Moshe
Rabbeinu’s connection with the Jewish people on that day
was on a much higher level than usual. For this reason he
did not need the trumpets in order to get their attention.

Then the Rebbe brings it into very practical terms: Every
Jewish child knows that they have a connection with
Moshe Rabbeinu. “Torah tziva lanu Moshe...” We each
received an inheritance, an inborn gift, taught to us by
Moshe Rabbeinu. In other words, our connection to
Moshe is at the very core of our being. Every Jewish child
has Moshe Rabbeinu “in his pocket”!

His connection to Moshe Rabbeinu even plays itself out in
everyday life: A child is willing to forgo a candy or give up
time from playing with toys just to be able to learn a word
of Torah.

The children themselves feel and want this. In fact, if their
parents wouldn’t get in the way, this connection with
Moshe Rabbeinu and his Torah would shine all the time!
Sometimes parents think they’re doing their child a favor
by stopping them from learning to give them something
to eat; they’re concerned about the child’s health. But the
best thing they can give their child to improve their health
is more Torah!

The Rebbe’s guidance could not be more clear:

We need to recognize that our children already have

it within themselves. They already possess an intrinsic
connection with Moshe Rabbeinu, and with our Moshe
Rabbeinu, inherent inside them. Our job is only to reveal
it and let it shine, without getting too much in the way.

With that, Hashem will help us all to see success in our
efforts, with nachas from our children and students, and
the children will walk the front lines in the march to the
geula, teikef umiyad Mamosh.
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This is Who
He Wants

2"n n"op mwsx mobn o''amn

When a man marries a woman without having made any specifications about
the matter, and it is discovered that she has one of the blemishes [that mar] a
woman’s [appeal to her husband], as outlined above: If the husband neither knew
nor heard about this blemish, and did not willingly accept it, he [may] divorce
[his wife] without having to pay [her the money due her by virtue of] her
kesubah—neither the fundamental requirement nor the additional amount...

...By contrast, with regard to physical blemishes that are openly seen, the
husband cannot claim [not to have known about the blemish]. For they can be
seen by everyone, and it may be assumed that he heard about them and accepted
[the matter].

() A Chassidisher Derher / Elul 5781
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At every Jewish wedding under the
chupah, we say, *1° 9P HXW MY VIPN
PwITP1 191N, Hashem married us—
the Jewish people—with chupah and
kiddushin.

Just as with a human marriage,

if one was aware of the faults of the
woman it is self understood that he
accepted it willingly, so too Hashem
was certainly aware of our flaws, and
yet He not only accepted but willingly
went along with us.

As the Rambam writes, in his clear
and lucid words: “nx711 ynw"—|[the
husband] heard about it, and wanted
it. He didn’t merely accept it or just
go along with it; he truly wanted her
the way she is. Similarly, Hashem not
only accepts us with all our faults and
shortcomings; He wants us exactly the
way we are, and He opens the door for
us to do teshuvah for our wrongdoings,
bringing us to an even higher level
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than where we would have been
without our sins.
The lesson is clear: No matter the
situation we are in and how lowly
we might feel, Hashem is with us at
that stage and at that moment, by His
choice! And at any moment, Hashem
is ready to redeem us from galus and
take us out of our lowly state, may it
be speedily, now!
(11 and 13 Nissan 5748,
Sefer Hasichos 5748, p. 379.)
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Melech
Basadeh

ELUL 5723*
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From the diary of Menachem Malov, a yungerman from Eretz Yisroel
who traveled to the Rebbe for the first time for Tishrei 5724*,

23 ELUL “shalom aleichem,” we boarded the large bus sent

Wi from the yeshiva which would deliver us to our final

destination: 770 Eastern Parkway—the Rebbe’s shul.
We arrived at 770, and we literally sang

When we arrived in New York, we were greeted
in the airport by a group of bochurim learning in

770, as well as dear friends from Eretz Yisroel—

some of whom we had not seen for 15 years! There s, (eS| Qi Sy it e=ao Tl of o7t

3 3 3 excitement were we to be in the Rebbe’s daled amos!
was singing and dancing, and we were given a

warm and joyous welcome. Following a heartfelt We arrived shortly before Maariv, so there was no

8 A Chassidisher Derher / Elul 5781 *E 5723-1963, 5724-1963
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need to wait too long to catch our first glimpse of
the Rebbe.

At 9:30 p.m. the Rebbe left his room to go to
the zal for Maariv. I had managed to place myself
right opposite the door to the Rebbe’s room, and
I readied myself both mentally and emotionally
for this awesome experience that would take place
in just a few moments—my first time seeing the
Rebbe in person, face to face; the excitement and
trepidation was mounting.

The door to the Rebbe’s room opened, and I
watched the Rebbe come out and lock the door
behind him with a key. In one hand the Rebbe
held a siddur and a gartel, and with the other
hand, he withdrew from his pocket some coins for
tzedakah which he then proceeded to distribute in
the corridor. The Rebbe entered the zal with rapid
strides, kissing the mezuzah on his way in.

Due to the close proximity of my spot (directly
opposite the Rebbe’s room), I was an obvious
“target” for the Rebbe’s piercing eyes: The Rebbe’s
gaze penetrated me to the core. I had imagined
that I would recognize this look when I received it,
based on pictures I had previously seen. But now
that the Rebbe’s eyes were actually meeting my own,
I was suddenly overcome with an intense fear, and
I could feel my heart pounding in my chest. At that

CIRCA SHEVAT-ADAR 5723, GERSHON SCHUSTERMAN VIA JEM 303120

CIRCA TEVES-ADAR 5721, RABBI YOSSI GOLDSTEIN VIA JEM 307566
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moment I felt that with just this one fleeting look,
the Rebbe was examining my entire being from
head to toe—he saw everything.

It is not for nothing, I realized, that the bochurim
constantly tried to escape the Rebbe’s penetrating
gaze. At the same time, being that they want to
watch and see everything that the Rebbe is doing,
each one hides behind the other’s shoulders, and
watches from afar...

After “Barchu” the Rebbe sits down in his place
with his right hand over his forehead, facing the
crowd and his back to the wall. The area around the
Rebbe’s place, about 6-8 feet or so, stays empty.

Throughout the entire fefillah the Rebbe remains
still in his place; he does not move around or sway
back and forth. The only part of him that moves are
his lips, silently mouthing the words.

1 O A Chassidisher Derher / Elul 5781

The Rebbe finished Shemoneh Esrei almost
exactly together with the chazzan, so the chazzan
began kaddish right away. The Rebbe waits until the
chazzan says the words “Tiskabel...” before taking

the few steps back to his place.

During Aleinu, the Rebbe once again fixed us
with a penetrating gaze, and after Maariv ended
the Rebbe gave a swing with his hand; a signal for
the Chassidim to break out in song. The gathered
Chassidim burst into a spirited rendition of
“Ufaratzta,” and after the Rebbe returned to his
room, those who were present joined each other in
a spontaneous and lively dance.

The next day, a public message was delivered
through mazkirus, notifying the crowd that the
Rebbe will not be receiving people for yechidus until
after Rosh Hashanah.

CIRCA MID 5720



SHABBOS MEVARCHIM -
PARSHAS NITZAVIM-VAYELECH

Shabbos was filled with many uplifting and
exhilarating experiences.

At the conclusion of Tehillim on Shabbos
morning, a path was cleared for the Rebbe to leave
the shul. A short while later the Rebbe returned
wearing his tallis and Shacharis began.

The atmosphere in the room during davening
had a festive tone to it, and the emotions in the air
uplifted and refreshed the spirit. Davening moved
at a relatively quick pace, and when the minyan
was up to “Hoaderes v’hoemuna” the Rebbe made a
motion with his finger, and the crowd began to sing:
“Houderes v’hoemuna...”

At this point, the Rebbe opened up a Tanya that
was sitting on his shtender, keeping his eyes in the
sefer until the minyan was up to “Vayvarech Dovid,”
at which point the Rebbe closed the Tanya and
gathered his front tzitzis for “Baruch Sheamar?

In general, it is interesting to see how the Rebbe
stands for the entire davening—and krias haTorah,
as well—without sitting down even once.

*@ 5720S-1960S

THE REBBE SPEAKS TO THE WOMEN FOLLOWING THE SICHA TO N’SHEI U’BNOS CHABAD, CIRCA MID 5720S*.

When the chazzan reaches Birchas Kohanim in
chazaras hashatz (where the minhag is to look at the
chazzan while answering “Amen” to the brochos),
those standing between the Rebbe’s place and that
of the chazzan move aside, so as not to block the
Rebbe’s view of the chazzan. This scene repeats itself
when the aron kodesh is opened for krias haTorah.

Being that the large bimah for krias haTorah was
not yet set up, some of my friends who had been in
770 for a while advised me to get a place closer to
the bimah, and this way I would be able to hear the
Rebbe as he reads the Haftarah. Indeed, I was able
to hear the Rebbe as he said the Haftarah in a quiet
voice, pronouncing each word slowly and carefully:
"/ M1 wwUR V"

The Rebbe’s voice was filled with emotion, and
you could hear the Rebbe sobbing silently as he
read word after word, possuk after possuk... Until
he came to the possuk: “..1w129% D1 TR Y1717, upon
which the Rebbe completely broke down, weeping
uncontrollably; the crying was so intense, that
the Rebbe was simply unable to continue reading.
From that point on, until the end of the Haftarah, it
became too difficult to even hear.
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FARBRENGEN

About an hour after Shacharis ended, the Rebbe’s
began farbrenging, going on for about 3 hours, from
1:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.

I had always been told in yeshiva that one ought
to stand by the Rebbe’s farbrengen, but my friends
advised me to get a seat for the farbrengen. Their
reasoning was, there is barely any space to stand,
and to find a spot that I could—so to speak—make
“mine” would be virtually impossible. So I would
therefore be better off finding a seat by one of the
tables.

It was not an easy task to concentrate and grasp
everything the Rebbe said. The Rebbe speaks in a
very concise manner, and the sichos consist of vast
amounts of information, which are condensed into
brief and concise words. Combine that with all
the pushing and the feelings of excitement when
listening to the Rebbe talk.

At one point during the farbrengen, the Rebbe
stood up in his place, and danced with tremendous
joy and energy. The thousands of people present
danced along in their places—a sight to behold:
Rows and rows of faces jumping up and down,
rising and falling to the rhythm of the song, all
together creating a mighty and powerful roar.

The farbrengen finished around 4:30 p.m.
and though we had not yet eaten seudas Shabbos,
the chozer Reb Yoel Kahn got up on a table and
proceeded to make a chazara on all the sichos said
at the farbrengen. Reb Yoel is the type of person
who retains everything he hears, and does not lose
even a drop. He absorbs everything the Rebbe says
at the farbrengens, and has a phenomenal grasp
and comprehension of the vast and diverse range of
topics and ideas expounded on in the sichos. After
each farbrengen, he sits for hours and reviews out
loud the entire farbrengen, exactly the way it was
said. Because I had never witnessed this scene that I
had heard much about, I decided to stay and listen.

On Motzei Shabbos there was a melave malka,
and Reb Yoel made a second chazara of the
farbrengen.

MONDAY, 27 ELUL

More guests arrived today from all around
the world to be together with the Rebbe for Yom
Tov. Amongst them were groups from Australia,
Morocco, Paris, London, Italy and Canada. There
was also a group of bochurim from Lod (Eretz

Elul 5781

Yisroel), who will be staying by the Rebbe for an
extended period.

Tonight, the Rebbe spoke to the N’shei Chabad
who gather each year in the days leading up to
Rosh Hashanah in 770 to receive the Rebbe’s bracha
for the coming year. The Rebbe spoke about the
difference between the month of Elul, and the rest
of the year; it is much like the difference between
the way the king is in the field, and the way he is
when in the palace.

After the Rebbe finished speaking, the women
formed a line, and waited for their turn to hand the
Rebbe a pidyon. It was a remarkable and heart-
warming sight to behold—the cheerful countenance
the Rebbe displayed, and the patience with which
he sat and received each pidyon. Most of the women
waited as the Rebbe read their tzetel and gave them
his bracha before continuing on, but the Rebbe
did not display any signs of being in a rush—even
though it is just a few days before Rosh Hashanah.
In fact, this was the first time I saw the Rebbe’s face
free of its usual serious expression...

In the meantime, the zal upstairs was filling up
with more and more guests who just arrived, and
I watched with growing amazement and wonder:
“How will all these people fit in here?” This place
looks much too small to contain the multitudes of
guests still arriving.

WEDNESDAY, EREV ROSH HASHANAH

We woke up early for selichos. After Shacharis
and hataras nedarim, we got into a line and waited
for the moment the Rebbe would open the door to
his room and begin receiving the many pidyonos
from people.

As I waited, my entire being was consumed with
the thought, that in just a few moments—for the
first time in my life—I will be handing my pidyon
straight into the Rebbe’s hand. I had placed my
pidyon inside an envelope and wrote my name on
the outside. Eventually it was my turn, and the
Rebbe took my envelope without even glancing at
the name written on it, and bentched me with a “nw
npPInn Na1v.”

We had also brought with us pidyonos from
Eretz Yisroel from people who asked us to deliver
them to the Rebbe. As soon as we arrived, we were
instructed by mazkirus to bring these pidyonos
straight to the mazkirus office.



In general, whenever I sent a tzetel through the
mazkirus, they would put it inside a closed envelope,
and only the Rebbe would open the envelope to
read the tzetel. I would receive an answer back from
the Rebbe—sometimes, the very same day—but
never later than the following day. The answer
would come in the form of the Rebbe’s handwriting
on the very same paper that I had sent in. But for
all the money in the world, mazkirus would never
hand over the actual paper, rather, you would need
to copy the Rebbe’s answer onto another piece of
paper.

After I handed over my pidyon to the Rebbe, I
was curious and decided to stand on the side and
watch as the Rebbe receives others’ pidyonos as well.
For two full hours, the Rebbe stood and received
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pidyonos from people. The Rebbe stood on the
threshold of his room, and when the person handed
over his pidyon the Rebbe took it in his right hand,
bentched the individual with a “apinni nao niw”,
and then passed the pidyon on to his left hand.
After a handful of pidyonos accumulated, the Rebbe
brought them into his room and then returned to
the door to continue taking pidyonos. This went on
until about 11:30 a.m., at which point the Rebbe
went to the Ohel.

Large bags, filled with pidyonos were brought
along to the Ohel, and the Rebbe stood there for
hours reading through them. The Rebbe returned
to 770 in the afternoon, continued receiving
pidyonos, and bentching each person with a “na1o nw
apinn.” @

CIRCAMID 5720S
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Be There
for Another

The Rebbe advises a woman on how to recognize

her blessings and bring positive energy into her life:

1 4 A Chassidisher Derher / Elul 5781
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In great astonishment I read [what you wrote] that you don’t see
anything that can make you happy—after you wrote that you have
“Baruch Hashem, two very nice and religious daughters!”

You should try to minimize as much as possible these thoughts of
“how do I feel, and if I am afraid of something or not, and so on.”

Instead, you should contemplate what you can do to help your
neighbors or relatives with what they may need, and you surely
will find such opportunities. One who is good to his fellow,
Hashem is good to him, many times over.

Since you must do something by natural means as well, you should
consult with a doctor who is a friend.
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Throughout the years of the
Rebbe’s nesius, there were a few -
‘classic’ answers that Chassidim would receive

in response to inquiries and requests. For
example, the Rebbe would almost always
respond to letters with “Azkir al haTziyun—I will
mention it at the Ohel.”

One unique response was “bedikas tefillin u’'mezuzos—check

your tefillin and mezuzos.” Countless stories abound with
miracles that resulted from this instruction of the Rebbe.

The Rebbe also emphasized that during the month
of Elul, it is a general Jewish custom to check Ah
tefillin and mezuzos. In conjunction with Elul

this year, we bring you the following pages ' - . 3
with stories, instructions and the Rebbe’s ; -
LN .

overall attitude toward every aspect of

Rt R M e Tefilin T
and mezuzos.



Why do we check tefillin in the first place? Must tefillin and mezuzos be

checked according to halacha?

The Gemara says' that a mezuzah on a personal home must be checked twice
every seven years, and a mezuzah of the tzibbur must be checked twice every 50
years.

The Talmud Bavli doesn’t give specific instructions for tefillin, but the
Yerushalmi writes: “Rebbe says: Tefillin must be checked once every 12 months.
Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says: They don’t need to be checked at all. Hillel
Hazaken said: My tefillin are from my maternal grandfather” ( — indicating that
they were never checked).? The halacha based on this statement would be quite
simple. We rule according to Hillel, so tefillin do not need to be checked. Indeed,
that is the ruling of the Rambam.’

However, Mechilta* and Midrash Tanchuma® have a different girsa. According
to their version, Beis Hillel is of the opinion that they must be checked once a
year, while Beis Shammai maintains that they don’t need to be checked at all. In

fact, they also bring the story about Hillel’s grandfather’s
tefillin, but they attribute the story not to Hillel but to
Shammai!
As a practical halacha, the Shulchan
Aruch rules® according to the Yerushalmi,
that tefillin don’t need to be checked at all
(unless they are only worn occasionally,
in which case they must be checked twice
every seven years). However, in sefarim
throughout the generations,” many poskim
recommend checking tefillin anyway twice
every seven years. First of all, you thereby
observe the opinion of the Midrash, and
secondly, tefillin have often been found to
be possul.
Certain poskim suggested checking
them even more often. In Orchos Chayim,
there is a custom attributed to the Baalei

3 Tosfos to check tefillin once a year, and

;‘ in later generations, as recorded in Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch, it became customary to

check tefillin and mezuzos during the month

of Elul. The Rebbe often mentioned this custom

_ _._f during the month of Elul.?
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The Rebbe’s instructions to check
tefillin and mezuzos usually came
with no explanations. Often, the
Rebbe would just write a roshei teivos:
o'nmmnTa (—bedikas hamezuzos
v'hatfillin, check your mezuzos
and tefillin). However, there were
occasions when the Rebbe added that
they should be checked only if they
had not been checked during the
preceding year.’

In one letter, the Rebbe explained
to a questioner that his instruction
to check tefillin wasn’t because he
suspected that something was wrong,
but because the opinion of the
Mechilta was to check tefillin once a
year, especially because tefillin and
mezuzos can deteriorate. “And when
it comes to health,” the Rebbe adds,
“we engage in activities even with the
slightest hope that they will better the
situation.™

As a general rule, the Rebbe
encouraged people to check them
regularly. In a sicha in Elul 5748*,
the Rebbe asked that the custom to
check tefillin be publicized as a worthy
minhag to do during Elul."

During Mivtza Mezuzah, when
various individuals raised questions
about the Rebbe’s push for a massive
mezuzah-checking campaign, the
Rebbe explained that in our day,
tefillin and mezuzos are of inferior
quality, and weather and other factors
can damage them.

It was especially important to hold
the campaign, the Rebbe explained,
because some tefillin and mezuzos
are possul when they are sold! Many
unsuspecting Jews purchase their
mezuzos from unscrupulous sellers,
who sell them paper mezuzos
lechatchilah. The Rebbe mentioned
that on one occasion, a mezuzah was
found to contain Birchas Kohanim, no
less!'

*@) 5748-1988, 5704-1944, 5727-1967

In the later years, the Rebbe
instituted this directive as a unique
standard response — if a person called
mazkirus with a health problem, they
were to suggest checking tefillin and
mezuzos even without consulting the
Rebbe first!

The Rebbe’s ‘koch’ in tefillin and
mezuzos can be traced back to 5704%,

ot o a0

when Machane Yisrael began outreach
to Jewish soldiers serving in the
United States Military, much before
the era of mivtzoim, which began in
5727*. One of the main initiatives was
to encourage soldiers to put on tefillin
every day, and they were offered pairs
of tefillin for a low price.

The Rebbe sent a letter to the
soldiers which contained a message
from the Frierdiker Rebbe about

ma

Guardian of the Houses of Israel

Do you_have a Mezuzah?

le it Kosher?
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i
Has a qualified Seribe checked
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available in your area?
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wearing Tefillin - a message which was
echoed by the Rebbe many years later:

“Our sages said that someone
who puts on tefillin lives a long life.
Our brothers in the military! Make
sure to put on tefillin each and every
weekday! A soldier who cannot put
them on in the morning, should do so
in the afternoon, as long as it is before
sundown. This is a segulah for Hashem
to bring them home in peace

In a letter to a donor, the Rebbe
explains that this ‘Mivtza Tefillin’
was one of the most significant parts
of Machane Yisrael’s work with the
military.

“With Hashem’s help,” the Rebbe
writes, “the campaign is successful.
Many of those who haven’t worn
tefillin for many years, or perhaps have
never worn it in their lives, have now
begun to fulfill this great mitzvah.

Towards the end of the same letter,
the Rebbe encourages him to take part
in the mivtza as well.

“Once we are on the topic, I will
suggest that since you’ve had the
merit of supporting the purchase of
tefillin... speak to your acquaintances
who cherish G-d’s word, and begin an
organized campaign in your city to
promote tefillin...”'*

The days before the Six Day War
ushered in an entirely new tekufah
with regards to Mivtza Tefillin. As
the entire Jewish world trembled
at the thought of a war against all
Arab armies, the Rebbe publicly
declared that victory was at hand,
and announced the mivtza — the first
of all mivtzoim — that every Jewish
male over bar mitzvah, and especially
every soldier, put on tefillin “that are
checked, kosher and mehudar”*® The
benefits were two-fold: The Gemara
associates wearing tefillin with long
life, and also says that tefillin will
cause the other nations to fear us.

A Chassidisher Derher / Elul 5781

A massive campaign was set in
motion, encouraging tefillin wearing
in the IDF and throughout the
world. Countless Jews put on tefillin
during those early months, and the
inspiration continued for a long time
afterwards. The tefillin stand at the
Kosel has given the merit of tefillin
to more than a million Jews over the
years.

Although the war concluded within
one week, the Rebbe didn’t allow the
mivtza to end, and continued to speak
about it regularly for years afterwards.

Despite the fact that the Rebbe
announced many initiatives in the
years that followed, Mivtza Tefillin
retained its pride of place. Every
Shabbos after davening in 770, the
gabbai would make an announcement
encouraging anash to go on mivizoim
on Sunday, when they were off of
work; this announcement continued
for decades.'

Before Chanukah 5734%, the
Rebbe began expanding the mivtzoim
campaigns. Chanukah and Purim
mivtzoim were taken to new levels,
and the Rebbe announced three
new campaigns around Yud Shevat:
Mezuzah, Tzedakah and Bayis Malei
Sefarim.

In the following Iyar, a mass terror
attack occurred in the Israeli town
of Maalot, and many children were
killed.'” The Rebbe asked to check the
mezuzos in the school they were in,
and shockingly, the possule mezuzos
matched the number of casualties.

We cannot suggest, the Rebbe said,
that the reason people were killed was
because there was a problem with the
mezuzos. But, on the other hand, just
as a soldier must wear his helmet for
protection, a mezuzah protects the
inhabitants of the home just as well.

The most suitable response to the
tragedy, the Rebbe said, would be to

reach out to every Jewish home and

ensure that they affix proper, kosher
mezuzos (as well as sefarim and a
tzedakah pushka).'®

During the following months,
the Rebbe intensified the mezuzah
campaign, encouraging that every
Jewish home have kosher mezuzos,
through checking old ones and
purchasing new ones. During the same
period, the bochurim at 770 invented
the mitzvah tanks, and they started
going out to the streets of New York
every single day, spreading the Rebbe’s
message.

Throughout Sivan, Tammuz and
further, the mezuzah campaign was a
constant presence in the Rebbe’s sichos,

*E9 5734-1973



and the Rebbe held several special
farbrengens just to promote these
mivtzoim.

One of the enduring themes
in the Rebbe’s letters and sichos is
the inherent connection between
physicality and spirituality. Some
people prefer to compartmentalize
their life into separate sections,
separating the spiritual from the
mundane, but the Rebbe always
explained that Torah, being Toras
Emes and Toras Chayim, is relevant
and important in every aspect of life.

ir-ql-ﬂ._ “ T
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“There is surely no need to point
out to you,” the Rebbe writes to one
individual, “that ruchnius and gashmius
are connected with one another.
Medical experts recognize that the
health of the body is associated with
the health of the soul, and not only
with the soul in general but with the
nefesh ha’Elokis in particular...”

Throughout the years, patterns
emerged in which the Rebbe pointed
to specific connections between
physical and spiritual; if someone
was lacking in a specific matter,
the Rebbe often instructed them to
focus on the mitzvah that related to
that specific field. For families who
struggled to have children, the Rebbe

suggested renewed focus on taharas
hamishpacha, and for individuals
struggling with financial issues, the
Rebbe pointed to Shabbos observance
or tzedakah.

But there was one concept that
the Rebbe employed overall — as
something that was relevant to all
issues: Meticulous observance of the
mitzvos of tefillin and mezuzah. It is
difficult to describe how many topics
the Rebbe associated with checking
tefillin and mezuzos.

The Rebbe gave this suggestion to
people traveling to Eretz Yisroel, to
people struggling to have children,
to people struggling with all sorts of

TZACH/RASKIN FAMILY ARCHIVES
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health issues, and as a simple response
to people requesting a ‘generic’ bracha.
It was applicable to spiritual and
physical maladies alike. People who
lacked bitachon, who seeked success,
who were losing their memory, who
were struggling with raising children
in the way of Yiddishkeit, who had
bad dreams, who were struggling with
faith, loneliness or yiras Shamayim,
anger, learning disabilities, machshavos
zaros, shidduchim, shalom bayis — they
were all instructed to check their
tefillin and mezuzos. It is difficult
to find an issue in which the Rebbe
didn’t suggest checking tefillin and
mezuzos."

The mitzvos of tefillin and mezuzah
are not minor aspects in our avodas
Hashems; on a spiritual level, they have
broad implications.

Tefillin impacts our shibud halev
vehamoach, as we will explain,
changing our very nature. Mezuzah
is a mitzvah that serves as a reminder
of Hashem’s presence and a general
protection from harm.

Both are central to the life of a
Yid, and hence are possible solutions
to any issue that might appear in a
person’s life. At any junction and at
every challenge — as we see from
the Rebbe’s instructions — checking
one’s tefillin and mezuzos is a worthy
endeavor.

One individual approached the
Rebbe at a yechidus of Machane
Yisrael, and asked, “Is there anything
I should be doing to help bring
Moshiach?”

The Rebbe responded immediately:

“The first thing to do is to check
your tefillin and the mezuzos in your
house. The second thing is to spread
Yiddishkeit around you as much as
possible”

Reading the Rebbe’s instructions,
we discover a very basic point.
Whenever we are faced with a
challenge, be it physical or spiritual,
don’t look at it from a superficial level,



seeking to correct the apparent issue.
Go to the source — Torah and mitzvos,
the spiritual life-source that sustains
us — and correct the deeper issue that
is causing the external problem.

While many directives to check
tefillin and mezuzos came through
maanos, there were also many people
who received the directive at “dollars”
encounters, which, to our benefit, were
fully recorded on video.

In many of those videos, we clearly
see ‘Rebbishe hanhaga’ at play. A
great variety of people will approach
the Rebbe requesting the very same
blessing, yet, some of them are
instructed to check their tefillin and
mezuzos, while others are not. For
reasons that remain unbeknown to
us, the Rebbe felt that those specific
people were in need of that directive.

The Rebbe instructed one woman
to check her mezuzos after she
suffered from migraine headaches.
When she commented that she had
just purchased new ones, the Rebbe
responded that sometimes, new
mezuzos need to be checked as well.

One fellow was instructed by
the Rebbe on several occasions to
check his tefillin and mezuzos, and
when he responded that he had
checked them and they had been
found to be kosher, the Rebbe said
— quite uncharacteristically — “Es
shtimt nisht—it doesn’t make sense”
Sometime later, he returned to report
that he had discovered the issue.

Over time, Chassidim understood
that such a directive needed to be
followed to the letter, even when it
seemed unnecessary. On one occasion,
in response to a request for a bracha,
the Rebbe instructed for that person’s
tefillin to be checked. This individual
didn’t own tefillin at all, so a new pair
was purchased. Hearing about the
Rebbe’s directive, someone suggested

*E9 5737-1977

that the new pair be specifically
checked, as well. To the sofer’s shock
and amazement, he discovered that
the parshiyos had been inserted
incorrectly.

Often, the problems in the
tefillin or mezuzos were found in
unconventional places, such as in
their placement on the door. In some
cases, the Rebbe included in his
instructions, to check the mezuzos
“vofen kviusam—the manner of their
placement...”

Each time the Rebbe announced
a new campaign, there was a certain
group of naysayers that automatically
opposed it, often making quite
shocking statements to back up their
position. Sometimes, the Rebbe would
respond and explain why specifically
the mivtza at hand was indeed so
important.

During the farbrengen of 13 Tishrei
5737*, the Rebbe spoke about all the
different mivtzoim and addressed
opponents to Mivtza Mezuzah,
explaining why tefillin and mezuzos
were so important, and how they were
actually connected to each other and
to other mivtzoim.

After all, the Rebbe explained, all
mitzvos are based on a foundation of a
dedication to Hashem, and that is the
very theme of tefillin.

“Tefillin is associated with shibud
halev vehamoach, dedicating one’s
heart and mind to Hashem; itis a
central part of the mitzvah. And
while tefillin addresses that concept
internally, regarding the body and
soul of the individual, it is addressed
in a more broader sense through the
mitzvah of mezuzah. When we fulfill
the mitzvah of mezuzah, we are told
that ‘Hashem will protect your goings
and comings forever; that Hashem
will protect all those in the home and

everything in the home — ensuring
that they fulfill Hashem’s will.

“Don’t be embarrassed by the
leitzanei hador who deride Mivtza
Mezuzah. Recently, one of them
expressed himself by saying, ‘What
will thousands of mezuzos accomplish
exactly?” Our response is, lo meihem,
velo meihamonan’ (we will have
absolutely nothing to do with them).
We follow the dictates of Shulchan
Aruch, which rules that if a home has
even a single mezuzah, it channels the
blessing of long life for the inhabitants
and their children. This ruling is
unique, because the Mechaber doesn’t
normally write reasons for rulings. So,
essentially, this is a halacha itself —
that a single mezuzah is a blessing for
long life.

“How is it possible for a Yid, who
knows about the Shulchan Aruch... to
make such statements, and moreover,
to claim that he heard so from his
leader; it is a case of rabam dakru—
they stabbed their teacher...” In fact,
the reason is simple. The mezuzah
in his own home is not kosher, and
therefore he lacks Hashem’s spiritual
protection... Because there is a
non-kosher mezuzah, he was able
to stumble in a mezuzah-related
issue...”2

The importance of kosher tefillin
wasn't just relevant to tefillin-related
matters but to all matters of serving
Hashem.

When a certain rosh yeshiva
developed a habit to inexplicably
oppose any mivtza that came out
of 770, the Rebbe said publicly at
a farbrengen that he came to the
conclusion that the individual
davens in possule tefillin. His lack of
shibud halev vehamoach was the only
possible explanation for the incessant
opposition to matters of pure Torah
and mitzvos, and it was necessary
to say so publicly, the Rebbe said, to
ensure that his words didn’t weaken
the efforts.”!



A Jew named Chalfon Na’'im
worked as a chef in Tomchei
Temimim of Kiryat Gat. Chalfon
and his wife were blessed with four
daughters, and they desperately
wanted a son. Mrs. Na'im would
experience significant stress every
time she went into labor; she felt that
her entire family derided her for her
large family of daughters. After her
fourth birth, she fell into a severe
depression.

When Rabbi Sholom Dovber
Wolpo traveled to the Rebbe in the
summer of 5740%, he wrote to the
Rebbe about the situation.

The Rebbe instructed them to
check their tefillin and to enhance
their observance of taharas
hamishpacha. To their shock, a full
word — “zachor es hayom hazeh” —
was missing from the tefillin.

New tefillin were purchased, and
soon, Mrs. Na'im was expecting
another child. Rabbi Wolpo
photographed the tefillin and notified
the local newspapers, who published
a piece about the story. The article
ended by saying, “The whole Kiryat
Gat is waiting to see if she will have a
girl or boy...”

One fine day several months later,
Reb Chalfon telephoned Rabbi Wolpo
to share the news of their new ben
zachar, whom they decided to name
Menachem Mendel. The newspapers
were quick to report: “The Rebbe’s
‘tikun’ helped; a baby boy was born!”

2 ,_]_ A Chassidisher Derher / Elul 5781
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I am now accustomed to direct many of those who reach out to me to check
their tefillin and mezuzos.
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Check your mezuzos and tefillin, as the holy Zohar states, mezuzos protect
you even when you leave your home.

Several years ago, Rabbi Leibel Rabinovitch and his wife, shluchim in
Ashkelon, woke up to a frightening cry.

“Abba, Ima, I can’t walk...”

Their two-year-old daughter had suddenly lost control of her legs. They
rushed to the hospital, but nothing in the battery of tests could pinpoint the
problem.

Rabbi Rabinovitch quickly removed all his mezuzos and brought them to a
sofer, while also writing a letter to the Ohel. The next day, as they sat with their
daughter in the hospital, she suddenly hopped up, “I'm able to walk again!”

Everyone was shocked and the doctors were dumbfounded, but suddenly,
Rabbi Rabinovitch’s phone rang. It was the sofer on the line.

“There was a slight problem in one mezuzah. The veis of uvelechtecha was
split, and I just corrected it. Your mezuzah is as good as new.”

Now it all made sense. Witnessing this open miracle, Rabbi Rabinovitch
shared the story with friends and family, and soon a local journalist called to
report the story.

Within a short time, the entire city was buzzing about the miraculous
occurrence. Many people, including the entire staff of the newspaper, came to
write letters to the Rebbe and have their mezuzos checked...

“T had not intended to publicize the story,” Rabbi Rabinovitch told A
Chassidisher Derher, “but in the end, an entire city was lifted up by a story of the
Rebbe’s miracle”

For the full story, see A Chassidisher Derher, Nissan 5777.
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In 5743*, a Torah scholar living in
Monsey was involved in a terrible car
accident, and the doctors predicted
that he would never walk again. His
Lubavitcher neighbor called mazkirus
on his behalf, and was instructed to
check his tefillin.

However, the injured fellow
protested. “I just checked them several
months ago!”

A follow up call brought a clarified
directive: “Check how he wears the
tefillin!”

The Lubavitcher was a bit
embarrassed to bring up the issue
with a devoutly frum person, but to
his surprise, the Torah scholar turned
white. “I can’t believe it!”

The sofer had, for some reason,
enlarged the size of his head-straps,
causing the tefillin to fall down
onto his forehead. The issue was
immediately rectified, and one week
later, he left the hospital a healthy
man.?

Yoma 11a.

Eiruvin 10:1.

Hilchos Tefillin 2:11.

Vayikra 25:29.

End of Parshas Bo.

Orach Chayim 39:10.

See the nosei keilim on Shulchan Aruch.
Citing the Matteh Efraim, 581:10.
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5743-1983, 5748-1988

Rabbi Moshe Yaakov Weiss was the respected rav of the Neve Achiezer

neighborhood in Bnei Brak. In 5748%, he began to feel ill, and the doctors soon

discovered a series of medical problems that were quite complicated to resolve.

Despite not being Lubavitcher Chassidim, one of his children faxed mazkirus

and received the Rebbe’s reply — “Check the tefillin and mezuzos”

Rabbi Weiss’s tefillin were family heirlooms from before the Holocaust. Upon

the advice of a sofer, he replaced the battim which were slowly degenerating,

while retaining the parshiyos which were still in perfect condition.

However, his situation continued to deteriorate. His illness could not be

treated with chemotherapy until his terribly swollen spleen was removed in

surgery, which could not be conducted until the water was removed from his

lungs. It was a very confusing and complicated situation, and he decided to write

to the Rebbe once again.

Very quickly, they received a response. “Check the tefillin.”

The family thought it was a mistake, and tried to ignore it. But after a few

days of continued agony, his son ‘conceded’ and took the tefillin to a prominent

sofer.

The sofer was in the middle of eating his dinner, and apologized, saying

that he had a long line of customers waiting. But when the son explained the

background to the story, the sofer suddenly changed his attitude. Seeing the

chance to ‘test’ a miracle of the Lubavitcher Rebbe before his own eyes, he left his

plate and enthusiastically headed into his study.

The miracle was quick in coming. As he pried open the tefillin, 30 letters

tumbled out. Apparently, the old parshiyos had crumbled when being inserted

into the new batim.

New parshiyos were purchased. Early the next morning, Reb Moshe Yaakov

enthusiastically donned them to daven Shacharis, when a doctor approached

them with a novel idea of treatment. The method proved successful, and over the

next few months, he made a complete recovery.
That Shavuos, Reb Moshe Yaakov traveled to 770, where he drank in the
Rebbe’s sichos and received many kiruvim from the Rebbe. He became — by his

own admission — an enthusiastic Chossid.?

10. Igros Kodesh vol. 11 pg. 348.

11. Sefer Hasichos 5748 vol. 2 pg. 610.

12. 20 Av 5734. Sichos Kodesh pg. 377

13. Igros Kodesh vol. 1 pg. 185.

14. Igros Kodesh vol. 1 pg. 245-6.

15. Toras Menachem vol. 50 p. 433

16. For the full story of Mivtza Tefillin, see
“Reconnecting,” Derher Iyar 5777.

17. See Leben Mitten Rebben, Derher
Tammuz, 5776.

18. Shabbos Behar-Bechukosai 5734. Sichos
Kodesh pg. 123.

19. See “Ben Yud Gimmel UMitzvos” for a
collection of the Rebbe’s maanos in this regard.
20. Sichos Kodesh 5737 vol. 1 pg. 73-4

21. Sichos Kodesh 5740, Erev Chag
HaShavuos pg. 194.

22. Kfar Chabad issue 1713 pg. 56.

23. From the account of his son, Kfar Chabad
Magazine.
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Lssential Themes in the Rebbe’s Torah

The One
and Only

NNN N

Torah is extremely diverse.

Within every facet of Torah, in
every area and in every subject, there
are four general ways to explain the
concepts at hand: “P%hat,” the literal
meaning; “remez,” the allegorical
meaning, “drush,” the metaphorical
meaning, and “sod,” the secret and
hidden meaning.

We are also told that there are
“shivim panim laTorah,” seventy angles
of how to understand each concept in
Torah.

There is Mikra, Mishnah, Halacha,
Aggada, Kabbalah, and so on.

But at the very base of it all, Torah
is really all one.

The possuk says: “n> nNR 171N
039"—One Torah shall be for you all,
and the Midrash interprets this to
mean that entirety of Torah is called
“One

The Rebbe explains that the reason
Torah is essentially one, even though
it seems so diverse and multi-faceted,
is because the Torah comes from
Hashem—who is the ultimate “One.”
Hashem put Himself into the Torah

A Chassidisher Derher / Av 5781

and it is therefore a true manifestation
of His Oneness. Just like Hashem’s
greatness radiates to the lower worlds
through various manifestations of
chessed, gevurah, etc.—but we all
understand that Hashem’s essence

is truly one; so too the Torah is only
superficially divided. When we dig
deep beneath the surface and get to
its core, we discover that the Torah is
indeed the “**.nnx n7Nn

A Major Theme

This becomes a major theme
throughout the Rebbe’s Torah and is
seen in almost every sicha in Likkutei
Sichos and throughout all of the
Rebbe’s farbrengens.

The Rebbe’s sichos famously
weave through every area in Torah
seamlessly. It is almost impossible to
find a time when the Rebbe spoke
about only one area in Torah without
touching upon various others and
bringing them into the discussion.

The Rebbe might be analyzing
Rashi’s comments on a possuk in
Chumash and explaining how they

can be appreciated in the mind of a

five-year-old child. At the same time,
he points out a wonderful chiddush in
halacha implied by this same Rashi.
And he concludes with a lesson in
avodas Hashem that draws upon the
deepest concepts of Chassidus.

Likewise, within each area of
Torah itself, the Rebbe seeks to reveal
an underlying principle that weaves
through the entire subject and shows
a unifying aspect to it all. When two
Tanaim or Amoraim argue with one
another in more than one instance,
even if the subject matter is vastly
different in each instance, the Rebbe
will find an underlying theme to
explain how each of their respective
opinions is aligned with what they
stated about another subject. Beis
Shammai’s opinion in one subject
is likely due to the same underlying
principle applied in another subject,
and so is Beis Hillel’s.?

In this vein, the Rebbe very
much follows the precedent set by
the Rogatchover Gaon, who often
sought the connection through these



underlying principles of various
personalities and various subjects in
Torah.*

This premise that all of Torah is
one, leads us to many conclusions:

Once and For All

Firstly, since all of Torah is one, a
lesson that we learn from one area of
Torah is applicable to all other areas as
well. And a lesson that we learn from
the whole of Torah in general can be
applied to each specific subject.

For example:

The Rebbe points out how the
whole of Torah is supposed to be
learned every day with the enthusiasm
and excitement of something new.
“Don’t let it be like an antiquated law;
says Rashi, “but like a new one...”

In another source it says that Torah
should be not only like new, but
o'wTn—genuinely new, without any
qualifications.® The Rebbe explains
that while we start with viewing Torah
and mitzvos as if they were new,

the ultimate goal is to view them as
literally new.
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This is a lesson about Torah in
general. And since the whole of Torah
is one, the Rebbe says that we can
apply this principle to another area as
well:

Chazal say that when one learns the
Torah taught by a certain Rebbe, he
should consider it as if the originator
of that Torah teaching is standing in
front of him. But based on Rashi’s
words about the two-steps in “like
new” or “really new;” we can apply the
same principle here: Not only is it as if
the original teacher is in front of us—
on a higher level he is actually herel’

One and the Same

Another important point that
stems from the fact that all of Torah is
one, is something the Rebbe repeated
numerous times and in variety of
contexts:

All the various pirushim in one
Torah-concept all must share an
underlying connection. Even if they
sound vastly different on the surface, if
we dig deep enough we should be able

to find that unifying thread between
them all.®

As Rashi says, the Torah’s words
are “pY0 YN19° W109)"—like a hammer
shattering a stone into many small
pieces. Meaning, all the various
explanations on any given possuk are
offshoots of the same stone. Obviously
then, we can look and find the
underlying unifier between them all.’

Additionally, when one learns even
a single small part of the Torah, in a
sense he is really learning the Torah in
its entirety. For we know the rule that
“DAIm NNN INX{N2 DAIN NNNYI DNV
171022”—when you grasp even a small
part of the essence of an entity, you
have the entirety of the entity in your
hand.

That’s why Chazal say that when
you learn one part of Torah, “nv NIin
INK DIPNRA 17 N7R1W IMINIENT Dipna”—
when one toils in Torah in one place,
the Torah works for him in another
place. Even though they may be two
completely different subjects in Torah,
learning one of them will help you
understand the other.!
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Nigleh and Chassidus

Some people ask: How can you
demand of me to learn Chassidus?
Let me first fill my mind with Shas
and poskim. Halevai I should fulfill
my obligation of Torah study in that
area...

But the truth is, every Yid is
obligated to learn the entire Torah;
both the revealed aspect and the
hidden. The whole of Torah was given

“It’s In My Name”

by Hashem to each and every Jew
personally. At Mattan Torah Hashem
addressed each person as “pYR'n"—
your G-d, in the singular form. You
cannot say that one part of Torah is for
you while the other part is not. It’s all
nnx nmn—Torah is one!"

The Rebbe spoke about this almost
fiercely and on a constant basis: Nigleh
and Chassidus are not two separate
entities, chas vshalom. Both are part

In many sichos, the Rebbe pointed out that the style of the Tzemach

Tzedek was to connect nigleh and Chassidus seamlessly. His maamarim

are filled with quotes from all areas of Torah—and they all make up a

beautiful tapestry demonstrating how the whole of Torah is really one.

(See 29 Elul 5742.)

In one instance, the Rebbe told a prominent rav in yechidus:
“The Rogatchover was not the first one who was able to weave all of
Torah together. We find a similar precedent in the work of the Tzemach

Tzedek, in his sefer Derech Mitzvosecha.”

The rav commented that he noticed this style in the Rebbe’s sichos,

and the Rebbe remarked:

“I am named after the Tzemach Tzedek, so I try to follow his path in

this regard...”

(Yechidus with Rabbi Moshe Grossberg, Hamelech B’'mesibo, vol. 2, p.

259.)

In another letter, the Rebbe attests that the objective of all the
Rabbeim is to “connect and unify the revealed aspect of Torah and the
hidden aspect of Torah, to make them into one nnx min..”
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of the one and only Torah, given by
Hashem Echad.

For this reason, Chassidus is for
every Jew—even small children. We
cannot distinguish and say that until
a certain age we should refrain from
teaching someone an entire section
of the Torah. As a matter of fact,
the Rebbe often noted that even as
a toddler, the Frierdiker Rebbe was
taught to read Aleph-Beis from the
title page of a Tanya! Even before he
was shown the “Beis” of Bereishis, he
was already taught to learn from a
sefer of Chassidus. And this mirrors
the way Hashem taught Torah to the
Jewish people as a whole: Even before
teaching them the first mitzvah of
“Anochi,” He first revealed Himself at
Har Sinai, showing the Jewish people
the deepest secrets of the Merkava,
etc.”?

Likewise, it is impossible to
understand all of nigleh properly
without learning Chassidus as well.
In fact the Rebbe pointed to several
halachos and sugyos in nigleh that are
quite difficult to understand without
an explanation of Chassidus."

Ultimately, all of Torah is
comparable to a person (“n7INN NXT
DX"). Just like a person is made up of
a body and a soul, likewise the Torah
has the body—nigleh, and the soul—
Chassidus. Both must work together in



perfect
symmetry:
You cannot
have one
without the
other and
there can be no
irreconcilable conflicts

between them either.

As the Rebbe once wrote to an
individual:

“I was shocked that you wrote
how you have ‘no idea’ about pnimius
haTorah (which in our time has
been revealed in the teachings of
Chassidus). Obviously my trouble
is that you write this so heartlessly
and as if this is a ‘technical issue’
which doesn’t necessarily need to be
addressed. [This is a gravely wrong
approach, for] all parts of the Torah
complement one another. We were all
given just one Torah..”*

One People

In addition to the Torah itself being
“one” as a manifestation of “Hashem
Echad,” the Torah is also the ultimate
“unifier” in this world; particularly in

bringing
the Jewish
people together
and revealing how
they too are really one.
The Rebbe elaborated on
this concept when launching two
of his landmark global campaigns:
the daily study of Rambam' and the
global Sifrei Torah Hakloli’im.
In addition to the symbolism
that a sefer Torah has—how each and
every letter is important to make up a
complete and kosher sefer Torah, just
like every neshama is important for the
completion of Klal Yisroel—moreover:
The only way to bring out the
deepest and truest achdus between all
Yidden is through Torah—nnx nin.
In all other areas of life, we differ
from one another. We all have unique
needs and wants when it comes to
the material aspects of our lives, and
we all have unique strengths and
talents when it comes to building a
community and so on. The only thing
that can really bring about true achdus
is Torah.'s
This is what has kept the Yidden
together throughout the generations.
Starting from the birth of our nation:
at Har Sinai, the Torah highlights
that we camped at the mountain wx>
TNX 191 TNR—like one man with one

heart. Why? Because we were 1nn a1,
at the backdrop of Har Sinai, where
we would receive the “Torah Achas”
from “Hashem Echad.” The Torah was
our first unifier, and this has kept us

as one nation ever since—no matter
what level a Yid stands at, whether

as a “head of the tribes” or a “wood
chopper” and “water drawer” We are
all part of the same nation, chosen by
“Hashem Echad,” brought together by a
“Torah Achas” forever.”” @

1. Yalkut Shimoni, Torah, 1-2.
2. See 19 Kislev 5733, sicha 4.

3. See Torah Achas, Toras Emes, Toras Chaim,
an essay by Rabbi M.M. Kaplan in the sefer
Hashvi’i.

4. See Likkutei Sichos vol. 19 p. 57; vol. 16, p.
572.

5. Rashi and Sifri Vaeschanan 6:6.

6. Rashi and Tanchuma, Yisro 19,1; Rashi
and Sifri Eikev 11,13; Rashi and Tanchuma Ki
Savo 26:16.

7. 10 Kislev 5744, sicha 1.

8. See 12 Sivan 5743, sicha 1.

9. Purim 5721, sicha 3.

10. Shabbos Parshas Noach 5745, sicha 4.
11. Shavuos 5716, sicha 6.

12. Shabbos Parshas Shemos 5743, sicha 2.
13. See 19 Kislev 5722, sicha 8.

14. Letter 7 Nissan 5718.

15. See Likkutei Sichos vol. 27, p. 230.

16. See 12 Tammuz 5743, sicha 1, et. al.

17. See letter Lag BOmer 5735. Michtav Kloli
11 Nissan 5742. 6 Tishrei 5743, sicha 1. Et. al.
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Early Years
can be purchased
at JEMstore.com
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Much has been told and written about the famous city of
Nikolayev, the Rebbe’s birthplace and a bastion of Chabad
Chassidim for generations.! Members of the Rebbe’s family
led the Jewish community as rabbonim for close to 100 years,
beginning with the Rebbe’s great-great-grandfather, Harav
Avraham Dovid Lavut.

In recently discovered documents, the full story of Harav Lavut’s
appointment to the position was revealed and subsequently
published by JEM in the new Hebrew edition of the book “Early
Years” about the Rebbe’s formative years.

In the beginning of the nineteenth century, a law was passed in
the Russian Empire compelling all appointed city rabbis to hold
a certificate of ordination by one of the government recognized
rabbinical seminaries, attesting to the individual’s proficiency in ld
various Jewish as well as secular subjects.

In the year 5614, the fledgling Jewish community of Nikolayev
invited Harav Lavut to move from the nearby village of

Romanovka to serve as their rav, even though he did not have

the necessary government recognized certificate. As more secular
business people moved into the community, an attempt was made
to vote in a more modern rabbi, but Harav Lavut remained in his
position for years to come. Later, a government recognized rabbi
was officially appointed as the city’s rabbi, while Harav Lavut

was called the “assistant rabbi.” But for all intents and purposes,
Harav Lavut remained the acting rav and led the Jewish
community until his passing in 5650.

Presented here is the original document recording the election
of Harav Lavut by members of the business community in
Nikolayev, dated 8 May, 1862 (20 Iyar 5622).

Each elector was given one black pin and one white pin to put
inside the pot. A white pin meant a vote for Harav Lavut, a black
pin meant a vote against.

“Number of white votes [for] Harav Lavut: 14
“Number of black votes: 0”

Read the full story, including a series of documents
pertaining to Harav Lavut’s appointment as rav, and
many more new and fascinating details about the
Rebbe and his family in the newly published volume:
“mnwri 01w ”—Early Years, now in Hebrew.

1. See A Cradle of Greatness, Nikolayev and its Chassidim, Derher Nissan 5781.

*E) 5614-1854, 5650-1890



é’%
i
>
>
=7
=
i)
=
)
=







