This is Who
He Wants
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When a man marries a woman without having made any specifications about
the matter, and it is discovered that she has one of the blemishes [that mar] a
woman’s [appeal to her husband], as outlined above: If the husband neither knew
nor heard about this blemish, and did not willingly accept it, he [may] divorce
[his wife] without having to pay [her the money due her by virtue of] her
kesubah—neither the fundamental requirement nor the additional amount...

...By contrast, with regard to physical blemishes that are openly seen, the
husband cannot claim [not to have known about the blemish]. For they can be
seen by everyone, and it may be assumed that he heard about them and accepted
[the matter].
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At every Jewish wedding under the
chupah, we say, *1° 9 HXW> 1Y VPN
w171 191N, Hashem married us—
the Jewish people—with chupah and
kiddushin.

Just as with a human marriage,

if one was aware of the faults of the
woman it is self understood that he
accepted it willingly, so too Hashem
was certainly aware of our flaws, and
yet He not only accepted but willingly
went along with us.

As the Rambam writes, in his clear
and lucid words: “nx711 ynw’—[the
husband] heard about it, and wanted
it. He didn’t merely accept it or just
go along with it; he truly wanted her
the way she is. Similarly, Hashem not
only accepts us with all our faults and
shortcomings; He wants us exactly the
way we are, and He opens the door for
us to do teshuvah for our wrongdoings,
bringing us to an even higher level
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than where we would have been
without our sins.
The lesson is clear: No matter the
situation we are in and how lowly
we might feel, Hashem is with us at
that stage and at that moment, by His
choice! And at any moment, Hashem
is ready to redeem us from galus and
take us out of our lowly state, may it
be speedily, now!
(11 and 13 Nissan 5748,
Sefer Hasichos 5748, p. 379.)



