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Introd UCtion also distributed the kuntres “1905 n1ym onxop
x7nn” to the Chassidim to learn.

The Rebbe taught us many times that one of the most

important forms of hiskashrus is kiyum horaosav—following
o  'The Rabbeim had a custom before Rosh Hashanah

the Rebbe’s instructions. At every sicha and farbrengen, the
to dedicate time for a conversation with their wives,

bottom line of it all is always a directive from the Rebbe:
whether increasing in Torah and mitzvos in general or eventually establishing it as a custom for all to
regarding a specific action.

In this new column, we will highlight some of the

follow.?

various horaos the Rebbe gave pertaining to the dates of *  Inthe later years, the Rebbe would discuss the
acronym of the year’s number (for example, the year
5750* was called o’oa niw xnn nawn) which would

be highlighted throughout the entire year.

each month.
It is important to note that obviously some of these
horaos were only relevant during the year that the Rebbe

discussed them. Nevertheless, as with all parts of Torah,

there are applicable lessons from each one of them *  The Rebbe encouraged that an appeal should be

pertinent to all times. made to raise funds for people who need help with

their Yom Tov needs, similar to a mabs chitim fund

9 Elul = Erev Rosh Hashanah for Pesach, based on the words of the possuk, “nyw1
and blrthddy of the Tzemach 495 1191 PRY 1IN
Tzedek

Rosh Hashanah

In honor of the birthday of the Tzemach Tzedek, the
o In honor of the coming year, everyone should

Rebbe instructed:
o Toadd in giving tzedakah, to learn something
additional from the Tzemach TzedeK’s Torah' and to
increase our efforts in the spreading of Chassidus.?

resolve to be more meticulous in their performance
of Torah and mitzvos throughout the year,
beginning by taking on a new hiddur.

o In 5749*, the 200th anniversary of the Tzemach o The Rebbe instructed to mention the Rabbeim by

TzedeK’s birth, the Rebbe instructed that everyone name and to sing a niggun connected to each one

should give tzedakah in multiples of 200. The Rebbe respectively.”
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eres Yemei Teshuva

The Rebbe encouraged Chassidim to learn the
halachos pertaining to these days, as there are many
minhagim that diverge from our usual practice
throughout the year.”

During the Aseres Yemei Teshuva, farbrengens
should be arranged on Shabbos Shuva, Motzei
Shabbos Shuva, and Erev Yom Kippur.®

6 Tishrei - Yahrtzeit of the
Rebbe’s Mother, Rebbetzin
Chana

Yo

On this day, the Rebbe often encouraged an increase
of effort in the three mitzvos connected to women
(which are also the roshei teivos of Rebbetzin
Chana’s name): Challah (and kashrus in general),
nidah (taharas hamishpacha), and hadlakas haneiros.
This includes taking time to learn the necessary
halachos for these mitzvos.’

The Rebbe also started a fund called Keren Chana
in her memory, intended to provide financial aid
to girls wishing to learn in Jewish seminaries. Most
years—whenever Vov Tishrei was on a weekday—
the Rebbe made a magbis (an appeal for tzedakah)
for this fund.

m Kippur
It is customary to request “lekach” (honey cake or
the like). When the Rebbe distributed lekach, he
would wish each person a “Shana tova u'mesuka'°

In the Rebbe’s presence, the niggun of Napoleon’s
March was sung at the end of Yom Kippur."!

A person should work on themselves to reach a
level that even after the fast ends on Motzei Yom
Kippur, he should not feel the rush to eat and drink
as soon as possible.'?

The Rebbe often mentioned in regards to the
minhag to work on the sukkah immediately after
Yom Kippur, that it can be fulfilled by at least
speaking about it."

13 Tishrei - Yahrtzeit of the
Rebbe Maharash

5733-1

Starting in 5733*, the Rebbe would farbreng every
year on this day.

972 ,5743-1983, 5714-1953, 5741-1980, 5748-1987
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It is befitting to learn the first maamar the Rebbe
Maharash said—1">7n19p5 o'nn ixn—on 13 Tishrei
or the days following.'

In 5743*, the 100th anniversary of the Rebbe
Maharash’s histalkus, the Rebbe started the year
by announcing that this year everything should be
done in a way of lechatchila ariber—a motto of the
Rebbe Maharash."

Sukkos

Before Sukkos begins, announcements should

be made—as well as to ensure'® —that those who
need assistance with all their Yom Tov needs will
receive it. Moreover, those who can should go about
actively looking for people in need of assistance.”

In building the sukkah, the Rabbeim would stress
the importance of adding as much schach as
possible, to the extent of verbally saying so. They
were not concerned about not seeing the stars (the
solution being, to thrust a stick through the sthach,
thereby leaving a hole big enough for the stars to be
visible).!®

On Erev Sukkos, one should increase in giving
tzedakah. ¥

Being that the Torah says the word “simcha”

three times regarding Sukkos, it is appropriate to
announce “Good Yom Tov” three times as well.”
Beginning in 5714*, the Rebbe started “mivtza
lulav,” an initiative for Chassidim to reach out and
give other Yidden the opportunity to shake lulav,”
including hospital patients and prison inmates. In
addition to the mitzvah of daled minim itself, by
giving them a chance to shake the lulav and feel the
joy of the Yom Tov, it also adds to their simcha.?
Sukkos is called 1nnnw a1, which is connected to
the giving of the Torah (the second set of Luchos).



It is therefore fitting to increase in learning Torah,
specifically Chassidus.”

Each day of Sukkos is defined by the ushpiz of
that day. This can be emphasized by mentioning
the ushpizin, either by name or by elaborating on
what they stood for. (Starting in 5741*, the Rebbe
would say a sicha every night of Sukkos, addressing
the ushpizin of that night.)** We should also learn
something additional on every night of Sukkos,
connected to the ushpizin of that day. »

In 5748%, the year of Hakhel, the Rebbe explained
that although it is not the usual minhag, he
nevertheless felt “compelled” to hold all of the
daled minim (including the esrog) during Hallel,
highlighting the theme of the year—*“Shnas
Hakhel?*

Starting in 5741%, the Rebbe initiated that young
children, boys and girls, should gather three times
throughout Tishrei—before Rosh Hashanah, during
Aseres Yemei Teshuvah, and during Sukkos.

During these rallies, the children should add in
Torah, tefillah, and tzedakah. The rallies should take
place both in Eretz Yisroel (specifically at Me’aras
Hamachpela and Kever Rochel) and all over the
world.”

Simchas Beis Hashoevah

A Chassidisher Derher

One of the main parts of Sukkos the Rebbe
constantly spoke of time and time again, is to
celebrate simchas beis hashoevah, even at the
expense of sleeping,?® adding fervor each night to
that of the night before.

This joy must energize a person’s entire being, both
by singing (with the mouth) and dancing (with the
feet).” This joy is intensified with the understanding
that all of the ushpizin visit us on every night of
Sukkos, and they are dancing together with us.*

Simchas Beis hashoevah should affect the streets as
well, by increasing the number of people dancing.*!
Even people who are just passing by, or those who
are dancing but only due to to peer pressure, should
be schlepped in to the dancing® (“***]x180 YRT DRA *7).

Tishrei 5782

In 5741*, when the first day of Chol Hamoed was
on Shabbos, the Rebbe said that being that in galus
music is not required the way it was in the Beis
Hamikdash, simchas beis hashoevah should also take
place on Shabbos and Yom Tov (with oral singing
replacing the lack of music).** On weekdays, when
there was indeed simchas beis hashoevah in the Beis
Hamikdash, the joy should be all the more greater.®

Women and children should also join in simchas
beis hashoevah.*® And just like in the times of the
Beis Hamikdash, the atmosphere of ruach hakodesh
is drawn to everyone present, even to the young
children who don’t understand what is happening.”

On Sukkos 5734%, just after the Yom Kippur War
broke out, the Rebbe announced that throughout
Sukkos there should be continuous farbrengens,
until it will be “B°13 11 NR 'OYAIYI2IRD’ YIRA ARINI
% “0'0on °9 And when coming home, one should
review what was spoken of at the farbrengens.”

This great joy should go beyond the community

as well. The Rebbe instructed that people should
visit—with their wives and children—the nearby
communities and bring simchas Yom Tov there too.
(This is in addition to teaching Chassidus there and
helping them fulfill the mitzvah of daled minim.)*

Hoshanah Rabbah

On the night of Hoshanah Rabbah, which is Erev
Simchas Torah and the final stretch of simchas beis
hashoevah, the simcha should increase even more
than before.* The Rebbe also made it clear that
besides the many things occurring on this short
day, we still must not forget to continue and add
in the regular avodah of Sukkos—mivtza lulav and
spreading Chassidus.*

The Rebbe also reinstated the old tradition that the

gabbaim distribute apples and honey to members of
the community who are saying Tehillim.*

*( 5741-1980, 5734-1973, 5744-1983, 5737-1976



Shemini Atzeres and

Simchas Torah

o At the beginning of this very joyous day, the Rebbe
wanted Chassidim to start the hakafos with a

[chaim.*

In 5744, the Rebbe instructed Chassidim to bentch
each other before hakafos, in the nusach of Birchas

Kohanim.*

o In 5737, in the wake of attacks on Yidden in
Chevron and Yerushalayim, the Rebbe instructed

Chassidim to host “second hakafos” both in Mearas
Hamachpeilah (in Chevron) and in the Tzemach

Tzedek shul (in Yerushalayim).*

o The minhag at one point was to go to private houses
to spread the joy of this day, saying Ichaim, and

dancing. These days, everyone comes together to
the shul instead.”

o Itisimportant to bring everyone, including the

young children, to participate in the dancing on

Simchas Torah.*

o  Every Simchas Torah from 5716* until 5724%, and

in 5734%, the Rebbe taught a niggun, primarily taken

from the davening of Yom Kippur.

o  The Rebbe also also encouraged people to walk to

shuls in neighboring communities and bring the
joy of Simchas Torah to others (what is otherwise

known as tahalucha)?.
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