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The Real

Challenge

In response to a young woman who wrote to the Rebbe that

she wished to study in college and acquire worldly knowledge, in
order to seek and master challenges in life, the Rebbe writes:

It is obvious (and common) that young people are eager to
find a challenge, something novel, etc. Not only that, but
this phenomenon has a basis in the mandate of Chazal “[one
must do] according to how much they are supposed to
do..” i.e. fully utilizing the capabilities they were given.

On the other hand, it is also understood and obvious that there is no
point for someone to seek out a challenge before they arm themselves
with the proper tools that will allow them to overcome the challenge
and fix it (at the very least—the person should be confident that they
have a good chance at it), but not that they will be defeated by it
(which will result in further damage to the world around them and to
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the person themself, etc.) In the words of Chazal: “It is forbidden
to stand in a dangerous place” Additionally: We pray every day,
even before we start davening: “Do not lead me to a test...”

When it comes to Jewish people, especially in our times, engaging
in the secular education you mentioned and studying in college in
general—is like a healthy person who says, “All my life I have lived
in healthy circumstances and have been very healthy; I have only
ever seen healthy people. I am certainly not utilizing my capabilities
at all. What is my life worth?” He therefore decides to move to

a place where there are dangerous viral diseases, and only there

will he be able to start studying medicine. The lesson is obvious.

[As a matter of fact] there is already a waiting challenge for
Jewish girls similar to you, which must be overcome: All

the deficiencies and issues in the atmosphere at the Jewish
seminaries (and schools in general) that you write about could
be fixed. But only by those who experienced these problems
themselves and were affected by them. But, much like any good
achievement, one needs to prepare themselves first, and work
very hard at that. Meaning: Obtain ample proficiency in the
subjects taught at these seminaries, expertise in pedagogy, make
a firm resolution not to be discouraged if you do not see instant
success, and teach yourself not to be intimidated by scoffers.
After that, you can begin changing the atmosphere, fervently and
with mesiras nefesh. Hashem will certainly grant you success.

(Igros Kodesh vol. 27, p. 524)
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