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The Rebbe’s Staunch Soldier

A Chassidisher Derher is honored to feature unique and historic photos from Jewish Educational Media’s Living Archive photo collection. The Living Archive is a project to

The Living Acchive PreServe, and provide access to the video, audio, and photographic recordings of the Rebbe. These photos are copyright by JEM and are available at ThelivingArchive.org
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he month of Adar is a joyous
month, as the Megillah records:
“OnY 7901 WK wINN"—the month
in which everything transformed
from mourning to celebration and Yom Tov.

The Rebbe points out that in a year that has two
Adars—Ilike this year—we have 60 consecutive days of
joy, the exact amount needed to cancel out all things
undesirable, like the halachic precept of “n*w>wa 501"
One of the occurrences we are reminded of every
year in the month of Adar, especially in the month of
Adar 1, is the events of Chof-Zayin Adar I 5752 (as
well as two years later on Chof-Zayin Adar 5754).

This year will mark 30 years since the day the
Rebbe took ill while at the Ohel, after which he no
longer spoke words of Torah and the guidance the
world so desperately needs. We hope and daven to
Hashem from the depths of our hearts that this year,
by the time this magazine is published (and even
earlier), we won’t have to mark this day in a negative
way anymore because everything will have been
transformed into open and revealed good. Moshiach
will have arrived and we will see the Rebbe again and
hear Torah chadasha, “v5°1 791" in his full glory.

For the time being, we reflect on the occurrences
of 30 years ago: The Rebbe was in terrible physical
pain, coupled with the great heelem v’hester, the
difficult darkness when we were no longer able to

see the Rebbe for half a year. Later, we were zocheh
that the Rebbe reappeared and joined Chassidim
again for a whole year while sitting on the balcony,
only to be physically distanced once again, leading to
the ultimate heelem v’hester of Gimmel Tammuz.

True, in all the years since that time the pain has
not gotten easier and it lingers constantly on our hearts
and minds. But when the date comes around again each
year and especially this year, in another shana meuberes,
when we approach it for the 30th time, we are compelled
to face this challenging subject with more intensity.

Reflecting on the occurrences of Chof-Zayin
Adar, an interesting sicha comes to mind:

The Rebbe once explained at a Simchas Torah
farbrengen how the Frierdiker Rebbe’s avoda was fraught
with turmoil: Right from the beginning of his nesius, he
was faced with harassment from the Soviet government,
particularly the Yevsektsia, ultimately leading to his
arrest. And even after he arrived in the United States,
where he should have been able to go about spreading
Torah and Chassidus unabated, he was faced with
failing health and the inability to properly speak. In
a sense, says the Rebbe, the challenges he faced here
in the free world were even more difficult than those
in Russia: While the Russian government presented
external disruption to this avoda, the challenges in the
free world were internal; from within. The Frierdiker
Rebbe’s health challenges primarily affected his ability
to speak and teach Chassidus, also diminishing
the amount that could be published in writing.

One of the doctors tending to the Frierdiker
Rebbe asked him: How does a believing Jew like
you explain the fact that Hashem presented you
with this health ailment, not allowing you to carry
out your most important mission in this world?

The Rebbe notes that the doctor probably asked
this question with an intended purpose: He knew that
it was his job to help the Frierdiker Rebbe get better,
but he saw no way to do so within the natural means.
Instead, he hoped to arouse within the Frierdiker
Rebbe the will to heal himself through spiritual powers.
If the Frierdiker Rebbe would see that his illness is
causing the weakening of another Yid’s emunah, he
would definitely do all he could to get rid of it!

Either way, concludes the Rebbe, the Frierdiker
Rebbe did not allow any of these challenges to deter
him from carrying on with his work. The results
can be seen until today, with an immense reach
of hafatzas hamaayanos all over the world!



In the famous sicha of Gimmel Shevat 5752, less
than two months before Chof-Zayin Adar, the Rebbe
told this story again. This time, the Rebbe compared
the Frierdiker Rebbe’s situation to that of Moshe
Rabbeinu, who complained to Hashem that “57p »1x
onow—I am of closed lips...” In response, Hashem told
Moshe Rabbeinu that his brother Aharon would be his
mouthpiece. In other words, Hashem agreed that Moshe
Rabbeinu’s complaint is a valid argument according
to the Torah! The Rebbe concludes that it is our
responsibility to be the “Aharon” of the Frierdiker Rebbe,
learning and spreading his Torah, acting in his stead.

So as we approach the day of Chof-Zayin Adar, it is
important to recognize what we have to do on our part:

On the one hand, the Rebbe is clearly indicating
that the time in which we find ourselves is immensely
challenging. In certain respects, the heelem v’hester
that we now experience, a time when we cannot see
and hear the Rebbe physically, is even more difficult
than the challenges we had in Soviet Russia!

But on the other hand, the Rebbe explains that
everything that happens to a tzaddik, and especially
a nossi, is only of his own will.? Even the arrest and
imprisonment of the Rabbeim was certainly done
with their consent, because they wanted the great
increase of hafatzas hamaayanos that would come
about as a result. Like an olive that gets crushed
in order to produce pure olive oil, the hardships
of golus produce this increased spiritual light.

Obviously then, the situation in which we find
ourselves after Chof-Zayin Adar is also in accordance
with the Rebbe’s will. We were not left devoid
of a connection with the Rebbe, chas veshalom.
Everything that happens is part of an intended
plan, paving the way for even greater revelations to
come, with the revelation of Moshiach speedily.

It is our job to speed up the process by fulfilling
the Rebbe’s instructions, especially as it pertains to
Chof-Zayin Adar, by being the “Aharon Hakohen,”
learning the Rebbe’s Torah, teaching the Rebbe’s
Torah, and fulfilling all the horaos that the Rebbe
pointed out will bring Moshiach sooner.

—~

In closing, there is another important point to
remember when discussing Chof-Zayin Adar:

There has never been another nossi in history that
made himself so accessible through thousands of hours
of audio and video recordings. Hours and hours of
sichos, maamarim, communal yechidus, conversations

at dollars, davening, and much more. One is amazed
realizing how much the Rebbe made himself available

in these mediums of technology throughout the years
and even encouraged their dissemination. First with the
audio recordings: The Rebbe is said to have sent audio
recordings of the farbrengens to Reb Gershon Mendel
Garelik on his shlichus in Italy. And in the later years, on
video as well. The Rebbe allowed videos to be captured
of so many events at 770, encouraging the photographers
like Levi Friedin and others, even allowing a

camera crew to accompany him into the Ohel!

Even before Chof Zayin Adar and Gimmel Tammuz,
the Rebbe acknowledged the importance of these
mediums, encouraging people to listen to the recordings
of previous sichos and the like.* The Rebbe pointed
out that hearing the words in exactly the same way
they were delivered at the original farbrengen has the
ability to inspire the listeners in a way that nothing
else really can.’ At a children’s rally in the summer
of 5751, the Rebbe mentioned the “lebedike” pictures
being captured at the event, and instructed people
to take a video of the event with them to Russia.6

The Rebbe gave us this beautiful and vital
gift, enabling us to connect with him in a
very real way even in times like these!”

May we indeed be zocheh that the two Adars of this
year, comprising 60 days of simcha, do away with all the
undesirable things, including the darkness of the galus.
And bring us straight to into the month of Nissan—

Yud Aleph Nissan, the Rebbe’s 120th birthday,8 when
we will be able to celebrate together with the Rebbe,
in the literal sense, seeing with our physical eyes the
revelation of Moshiach—teikef umiyad Mammosh!
The Editors
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1. Night of Simchas Torah 5745.

2. Sichos Kodesh 5752 vol. 2, p. 559; Sefer Hasichos 5752, p. 292.
3. Maamar Ata Echad 5742.

4. See for example 27 Tishrei 5745; Hisvaaduyos 5745 vol. 1, p.
475, et. al.

5.  See 13 Elul 5742; Hisvaaduyos 5742 vol. 4, p. 2150.

6. See Hisvaaduyos 5751 vol. 4, p. 114.

7. See Maamar Vayihyu Chayei Sarah 5720, about the importance
of seeing a tzaddik for avodas Hashem.

8.  See Yud Shevat 5733—Sichos Kodesh 5733 vol. 1, p. 303; an
extra month of Adar gives us more time to prepare for Yud-Aleph
Nissan.
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Shabbos
For A Year
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Although the distinction of the
coming year as Shemitah is primarily
connected with Eretz Yisroel and
with the holiness of the Land, where
all the laws of Shemitah are in force,
above all the Shemitah (“release”)
of our land, fields, vineyards, etc.,
from any agricultural activity —

It has been explained on many
occasions that a Jew, wherever he is, is
expected in his everyday life, especially
in his spiritual life, to transform his
environment—his home as well as
his surroundings—into a (spiritual)
“Eretz Yisroel” In other words, since
Eretz Yisroel is a “land on which
G-d’s eyes rest continuously, from
the beginning of the year to the end
of the year”—a similar atmosphere
of G-dliness must permeate every
Jewish home and all around it, to the
extent of breathing the very “air of
Eretz Yisroel,” wherever a Jew is.

Besides, also in the Diaspora, the
law of shemitas kesofim (remission
of debts) is in force, which
emphasizes the spirit of Shemitah
also in the material aspects of
life, particularly in inter-human
relationships (bein adam lachavero)...

...The general purpose of a human
being is, as written, “A man to toil
is born” — toil, do useful work, and
to achieve good results. Shabbos
cannot contradict this purpose, G-d
forbid. On the contrary, the “toil” of
Shabbos is the true and purposeful
kind of toil, which our Sages call
the “toil of Torah” (Torah meaning
“Instruction,” namely, the fulfillment
of the Mitzvoth, including the Mitzvo
of learning Torah in a manner that
leads to action), and the “toil of Tefilah
(prayer).” Therefore, come Shabbos,
when a Jew is free from weekday
activities, it is filled with Mitzvoth

...';

(even the ordinary activities of eating,
drinking, sleeping become a Mitzvo,
— the Mitzvo of Oneg Shabbos)
with additional time for Torah
study, for more devout prayer, with
appropriate preparation that prayer
calls for. And this is, as mentioned
above, the true Oneg Shabbos (aside
from the pleasurable anticipation of
the reward and blessings that come
with the observance of Shabbos).
The same is true of the Year of
Shemitah: both in regard to the
Jew’s Shabbos-like conduct during
this year, utilizing the “released”
time from work for additional
Mitzvoth, Torah and prayers; as well
as in regard to the influence of the
Shemitah Year throughout all the
“week” — years of the cycle. @
(Michtav Kloli, 18 Elul 5739)

9
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Conquering Australia

ADAR 15727*
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In 5727%, the first group of Talmidim Hashluchim to Australia was sent to support and

establish the yeshiva there. The Rebbe invested a great deal of energy and interest in

the group, and they even merited to have a sicha said for them in yechidus.

Presented here is a letter written by Reb Avrohom Gerlitzky, which details
some of the events that transpired during this month in 770.’

() Achassidisher Derher = Adar 15782 *( 5727-1967
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Monday Night - Beis Adar Sheni, 5727*

Greetings and blessings!

Enclosed in this letter is the sicha the
Rebbe said to the talmidim hashluchim last
week, as well as the sicha said last Shabbos.

On Monday last week, the talmidim hashluchim
departed to Australia to help establish the
yeshiva there. After some last minute changes,
the talmidim hashluchim who were chosen to
go were: 1) Yosef Minkowitz, 2) Aryeh Leib
Kaplan, 3) Avrohom Altein, 4) Hirshel Lipskier,
5) Shlomo Majeski, and 6) Hirshel Marozov.

On the night before they left, they all went
in for a group yechidus. The yechidus lasted
for approximately 20 minutes (or longer),
during which the Rebbe said a sicha. (As I
mentioned before, I am enclosing the sicha here,
however, the Rebbe instructed that it shouldn’t
be made public [see below -Ed.]. So I trust
that you will not show it to anyone else.)

—~

After the yechidus, a tzeischem I'shalom ceremony

took place. Rabbi Hodakov addressed the talmidim

THE YECHIDUS:?

The Rebbe told the talmidim hashluchim that
their mission is to transform the Australian
community into Chassidim. In order for this to
happen there needs to be an “isarusa d’leila” (a
inspiration from above), the arrival of the shluchim—
who have all seen and heard the (Frierdiker)
Rebbe—and will accomplish that for them.

The means through which this will be accomplished
is through the talmidim hashluchim establishing an
institution (the yeshiva) that will bear the Rebbe’s
name. In this capacity, the shluchim will be neiros
le’hair, they will influence their environment and will
proceed to conquer the entire Melbourne, and then
Australia, and transform it into a “chassidishe country.”

The primary focus of the shluchim is to
influence the bochurim in Australia. As a result,
the ripple effect will then spread to their parents,
siblings, and Yidden of all ages and stages.

Practically, it is incumbent upon the talmidim
hashluchim to sit and study diligently. They are to
learn copious amounts of nigleh and Chassidus,

5727-1967

hashluchim and
spoke about their
great zechus,

that they were
privileged to be
shluchim. He also
warned them about
the responsibility
that comes with

e T
REB AVROHOM GERLITZKY

it—that every
small movement
they make

is consequential and leaves an impression.

After the formalities, a farbrengen ensued,

led primarily by Reb Mendel Marozov.

Since their flight was scheduled to take off at
approximately 5:00 p.m., the Rebbe davened Mincha
earlier than usual so that they could leave in time.
The Rebbe requested that all of the bochurim in the
yeshiva should escort the shluchim to the airport.
Immediately after Mincha, the Rebbe accompanied
the talmidim hashluchim out of 770 and stood
there waiting until the bus was out of sight.

>

which will also impress the baalei batim.

They should also be in contact with the local
branch of Agudas Chasidei Chabad and be
available to assist them when the need arises.

The Rebbe gave them all copies of the maamar
that was said the previous Shabbos. (One of
the key points of the maamar was a mashal that
compared the effects of the shluchim to n’n’so—
wild produce. The nature of wild produce is to
grow freely and cast seeds that plant more of the
same. Similarly, shluchim inspire and transform
individuals who can influence others in turn.)

At the conclusion of the yechidus, the Rebbe gave
them three bottles of mashke and instructed them
to use it on specific occasions: The farbrengen upon
their arrival; the Feldman-Gutnick wedding and its
subsequent sheva brachos; and the farbrengen of Purim.

The Rebbe told them, “This is ‘toil mashke,” which
was brought here from mesiras nefesh Yidden in Russia
so that you shall be able to fulfill your mission with
dedication and joy. Your parents who have given
their consent for you to travel shall be blessed.



On Wednesday, Rabbi Chaim Gutnick from
Australia called to inform the Rebbe that the
talmidim hashluchim had arrived safely. He related
that upon their arrival they were welcomed by
a large reception at the airport in Melbourne. It
was an incredible scene. The shluchim said Ichaim
immediately and were whisked away to Rabbi
Gutnick’s house where Reb Mendel Futerfas (who
was in Australia on a short visit) farbrenged.

On Thursday, we were treated to a guest shiur
in 770 by Reb Boruch Shimon Schneerson, who
was in town for a visit. He is a very bittuldiker Yid.

On Shabbos morning, the Rebbe came to 770
and upon seeing the son of the mazkir, Sholom
Yisroel Hodakov, the Rebbe told him that at
the farbrengen later that day he will address the
Rashi on the dibbur hamaschil nmop Yy 0P.
The Rebbe asked him to relay this information to
Reb Yosef Waldman. (I've written to you about
him before—he is the individual who asked the
Rebbe on Erev Shabbos Parshas Mishpatim to
tell him in advance which Rashi he plans on
speaking about so he can prepare accordingly.
The Rebbe responded to his request, “In general I
cannot tell you, as I myself don’t even know which
Rashi will be discussed until the farbrengen.”)

As you will see (in the enclosed sicha), at the
end of the second sicha this past Shabbos the
Rebbe spoke very powerfully about the talmidim
hashluchim and what they accomplish. The Rebbe’s
face radiated with emotion and he held back tears

THE REBBE’S SICHA TO THE TALMIDIM HASHLUCHIM BEFORE
THEIR DEPARTURE

|2 Achassidisher Derher ~ Adar 15782

REB YOSEF WALDMAN, WHO THE REBBE WOULD NOTIFY ABOUT WHICH RASHI
HE WOULD BE SPEAKING, RECEIVES KOS SHEL BRACHA ON MOTZEI ROSH

HASHANAH 5742*.

as he said, “Over here, we are not accomplishing
anything... When Moshiach will come he will
ask us to write down on a paper - vifel Chassidim
hostu gemacht (how many Chassidim have you
made).” While the Rebbe said, “write down on

a paper’, he pointed his finger at the table, as if
to say “put what you have done on the table”

The Rebbe also spoke at length about
Shabbos Mevarchim Tehillim and the koch the
Frierdiker Rebbe had in it. That morning, when
the Rebbe came in for Tehillim, he had looked
around the room and surveyed the crowd.

After the sicha about the shluchim, Ufaratzta
was sung and the Rebbe was in a joyous mood.

On Motzei Shabbos, Leibel Schapiro and I spoke
to Yossel Minkowitz (one of the shluchim who
just went to Australia) over the phone. Many other
bochurim joined in our conversation and we told
over the sicha the Rebbe had said that Shabbos.

The maamar “Vekibel Hayehudim” was
published, and I heard a rumor that the Rebbe
sent 100 copies to Australia in honor of the
wedding of Rabbi Pinchus Feldman.

The sicha of Parshas Ki Sisa has not yet been
published. Reb Yoel is still working on it and we
hope it will be finished soon. For now, he has
only published the sicha of Parshas Tetzaveh.

Recently, the Rebbe sent a letter to Montreal
for the dinner that took place. The message of
that letter was: From the way the Purim salvation
came about, through the gathering of the Yidden,
particularly the children learning Torah, we see
the importance of the education of children.

I’'m sure you have heard that there are plans
to make a Yeshivas Kayitz in Newark. They

*@) 5742-1981

JEM 200312, VIA LEVI FREIDIN



