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Editorial
This magazine 

has been made possible 
 לזכות 

 הרה״ת ר׳ שלום וזוגתו מרת שרה 
 וילדיהם ישראל, ריסא, חי׳ מושקא, 

 אמונה מלכה, יעקב יהודה, ולאה שיחיו 
אייזיקוביץ

Whose Shlichus Is It?
There are two important highlights in the month of 

Cheshvan: The birthday of the Rebbe Rashab on Chof 
Cheshvan and the International Kinus Hashluchim, which 
takes place during the last Shabbos of the month. 

The Rebbe always teaches us that nothing in the world 
occurs by happenstance; the fact that two things come 
together in the same month and in close proximity to each 
other is obviously b’hashgacha pratis. 

What is the connection between Chof Cheshvan and 
the Kinus Hashluchim?

We don’t have to look very far. The Rebbe often spoke 
about the goal of the Rebbe Rashab when he founded 
Tomchei Temimim as raising students who will be 
“neiros le’hair,” illuminating lamps that will spread the 
light of Yiddishkeit and the maayanos of Chassidus to 
the whole world. In a sense, the seeds for the concept of 
shlichus were really planted with the founding of Tomchei 
Temimim.

During one Chof Cheshvan farbrengen, the Rebbe 
elaborated on the famous sicha that the Rebbe Rashab 
said, based on the words “כל היוצא למלחמת בית דוד—All 
who go out and fight in the armies of Dovid Hamelech...” 
The Temimim are charged with fighting a war—not in 
the negative sense of war; all their actions should be 
peaceful and pleasant. But they are expected to stand up 
unabashedly and with war-like strength to fight off the 
golus and prepare the world for the coming of Moshiach.

Then the Rebbe explained that these words of the 
Rebbe Rashab may have been said many decades ago, 
addressed to a crowd of elite “Temimim,” nevertheless 



Editorial
they are applicable to each and every one of us today 
more than ever. In fact, the Rebbe Rashab spoke of the 
generation who fight against “אשר חרפו עקבות משיחך—
those who scoff at the concept of Moshiach,” during the 
time of “ikvisa d’meshicha”—the final generation before 
the coming of Moshiach, which is where we find ourselves 
today!

How is it possible that words spoken to an elite group 
of people so long ago could actually be relevant and 
meaningful to people like us? 

The Rebbe explains this with an example from another 
mitzvah in the Torah: korbanos. During the time of the 
Beis Hamikdash, the korbanos were brought only by a 
select group of people. The ceremony itself was only 
attended by the serving Kohanim, the choir made up of 
Levi’im, and a select number of Yisraelim representing 
the rest of the people. Nevertheless, today each and every 
one of us offers a substitute for the avodah of korbanos by 
davening daily. As the generations deteriorate spiritually 
and the golus intensifies, Hashem gives us tools to combat 
it, accessible and available to all.

In a similar vein, the teaching and spreading of 
Chassidus also went through this type of evolution. In 
the Baal Shem Tov’s times, only a select group of elite 
students actually taught Chassidus to the masses. One 
generation later, the number of the Maggid’s talmidim 
doubled in size, and so the number of people teaching 
Chassidus grew. With each passing generation, teaching 
and spreading Chassidus became more and more 
widespread. With the advent of Tomchei Temimim, 
the Rebbe Rashab empowered his students to spread 

Chassidus and illuminate the outside world with its 
great light. Then, with each passing year, as the impact 
of Tomchei Temimim became greater and greater, more 
people continue to assume this responsibility and join the 
fight as well.

Today, says the Rebbe, not only are Temimim and 
yeshiva bochurim tasked with this shlichus; every person 
listening to this farbrengen, including everyone listening 
on the hook-up (most of whom are baalei batim) are also 
included in the “troops of Dovid Hamelech.” They are all 
expected to act as neiros l’hoir and illuminate the world for 
the geula.

This is our job! 
The yetzer hara might come and say, “Well, it’s a nice 

pshetel, a nice vort; but it’s not supposed to be taken as 
a real call to action…” You should know that this is not 
even coming from the yetzer hara himself. It’s your own 
self instigating the yetzer hara to say such things!

The Rebbe then concluded with a real call to action:
Whenever you meet another Yid, no matter what you 

think the reason might be, you should realize that the true 
purpose of the encounter is to spread Chassidus further 
and influence a fellow Jew in the teachings and the ways 
of Chassidus.

With that, we will merit the coming of Moshiach 
speedily, winning the war of Beis Dovid, and we will be 
taken out of golus by Dovid Malka Meshicha.1

A Chassidisher Derher
שלהי תשרי ה׳תשפ״ב

שנת המאה ועשרים להולדת כ״ק אדמו״ר

1.	 Chof Mar-Cheshvan 5745, sicha 2.



 לע"נ 
 מרת חנה לאה

  בת הרה"ת ר' שמעון ע"ה 
 ברוק 

 נלב"ע ז' טבת, ה'תשע"א
 ת'נ'צ'ב'ה'

  נדפס על ידי ולזכות משפחתה שיחיו 
 משפחת ברוק, באנון, דייטש

 ניו יארק. פלארידא. 
מאנטאנא. מאנטרעאל.

Six Years 
of Preparation

6 A Chassidisher Derher  /  Cheshvan 5782



In the Shemitah year, those who 
have spent the previous six years 
working the land suddenly change 
their occupation and become full-time 
Torah scholars. 

This serves as preparation for the 
year of Hakhel, which follows the 
Shemitah year, when all Yidden will 
listen to the king read the Torah in 
the Beis Hamikdash. Having spent 
a whole year learning, they are in a 
much better position to internalize 
and follow through on the message of 

Hakhel, to heed and learn all it says in 
the Torah.

The plowing and sowing of the 
previous six years also offer insight as 
to how a Yid should “work” on Torah 
during the Shemitah year: With the 
same effort and toil he spent working 
the land.

But what about a full-time Torah 
scholar, who never works the land, 
and Shemitah in general is not much of 
a change for him?

He should take a lesson from the 
land worker: Just as the land worker 
has completely broken his routine for 
Shemitah, to a point of transcending 
logic—abandoning his fields for a full 
year—so too the Torah scholar must 
break out of his current Torah routine 
and be even more involved and 
immersed in Torah, in a super-rational 
way.

(Adapted from Sichas Shabbos 
Parshas Vayera, Chof Cheshvan 5747)

שבת להשם

בְתָה הָאָרֶץ, וְשָׁ
ת לַה' בָּ שַׁ
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The following is an account of what transpired 
during the month of Cheshvan 5735*. A 

consistent overarching theme in the occurrences 
of this month is the Rebbe’s push that girls should 
light Shabbos candles from the young age of 
three years old. This was coming off the heels of 
the launch of a new mivtza, “Mivtza Neshek,”1 one 
month prior on 25 Elul 5734*.  Collected from 
various yomanim of bochurim who were in 770 at 
the time.

FAREWELL TO VISITORS

As the Tishrei crowds began to disperse, the 
stage upon which the Rebbe stood during davening 
throughout the month of Tishrei was dismantled.

On Motzei Shabbos Parshas Noach, three 
bochurim who were traveling the next day (one to 
Eretz Yisroel and the others to Paris) stood outside 
770 as the Rebbe left for his home. The Rebbe 
turned and nodded to them, wishing them a safe 
journey.

לעבן מיט'ן רבי'ן

“I’m Not Running  
for Senate”

CHESHVAN 5735*

*z     5735-1974, 5734-1974

 טור ׳לעבן מיטן רבי׳ן׳ הוקדש לזכרון ולעילוי נשמת  
 ר׳ שמואל ב״ר יהושע אליהו ז״ל 
 ואשתו מרת שרה ע״ה בת ר׳ יקותיאל ומרת לאה הי״ד 
ת׳נ׳צ׳ב׳ה׳

 ע״י בנם 
 ר׳ יקותיאל יהודה 

 וזוגתו מרת פעסל לאה ומשפחתם שיחיו 
רוהר

IN CONVERSATION WITH SENATOR HENRY JACKSON AND CONGRESSMAN HUGH CARRIE, 18 CHESHVAN 5735.
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The talmidim hashluchim submitted a request 
for a yechidus klolis. The Rebbe responded to Rabbi 
Hodakov that they had heard and received enough 
at the farbrengens.

Over the next few days, after Mincha, the Rebbe 
wished the bochurim (who were returning to 
yeshivos in Eretz Yisroel) safe travels and that they 
should go from strength to strength, succeeding in 
their learning, and that they should share besuros 
tovos.

On Tuesday, 6 Cheshvan, the Rebbe left 770 
for home just as a group of bochurim was about 
to depart to Eretz Yisroel. They began to sing and 
the Rebbe made a gesture of encouragement as he 
entered the car.

After Maariv, a group of talmidim hashluchim 
returning to Eretz Yisroel assembled, along with 
Reb Zushe Wilmovsky. The Rebbe turned to Reb 
Zushe and said, “Since you are my sole “Partisan,” 
you will fulfill my shlichus. I heard that in Eretz 
Yisroel the five mivtzoim are being done in an 
unenthusiastic manner. Therefore, this week’s 
mivtzoim should be done with a shturem, including 
the mivtza of hadlakas neiros, which although it 
may not apply to bochurim personally, they should 
nonetheless encourage their grandmothers, sisters, 
and aunts to participate.” 

The Rebbe continued, “Considering you are 
traveling in the week of the parshah “Lech lecha 
me’artzecha u’memoladetcha”—to Eretz Yisroel—
it should be “veheyei bracha” [as the possuk 
concludes]. 

Afterwards, the Rebbe went into his room, 
then promptly returned to Gan Eden Hatachton 
and began to distribute dollars to all the shluchim. 
Also present was another visitor who was traveling 
that day, but the Rebbe merely glanced at him. 
The Rebbe told Reb Zushe that he should take a 
dollar for himself, as well as a bundle of dollars 
to distribute to the shluchim who had already 
departed to Eretz Yisroel before this group. The 
Rebbe added that he chose Reb Zushe to distribute 
the dollars as he is “the Partisan,” and thus there 
will therefore be no machlokes.

Several other individuals then approached to 
receive dollars, the first being Reb Yisroel Leibov, 
director of Tzach in Eretz Yisroel. Upon receiving 
his dollar he said something to the Rebbe. The 
Rebbe then called him back and gave him another 
dollar for Mrs. Shifra Marozov-Golombowitz from 
Kfar Chabad (who had lost her husband in the 

Six Day War2), while reminding him to increase 
his efforts in the area of hadlakas neiros and that 
it should be with much hatzlacha. Three bochurim 
who had missed out previously then came in. The 
Rebbe came out again to Gan Eden Hatachton and 
gave them each a dollar.

The Rebbe then escorted the shluchim out of 
770, observed them as they boarded the bus, and 
clapped his hands in farewell. The Rebbe waited and 
watched until the bus was out of sight.

 “A THOUSAND TIMES GREATER”

On his way into Mincha on Wednesday, 7 
Cheshvan, the Rebbe gave a coin to a child to give 
to tzedakah. Reb Leibel Groner picked up the child 
and let him drop the coin in a pushka and the Rebbe 
gave the child a yasher koach.

Thursday evening the Rebbe left 770 appearing 
very solemn. On his way out the Rebbe gave 
tzedakah and said something to Reb Binyomin 
Klein.

THE REBBE SEEING OFF GUESTS, CIRCA 5730S.

JE
M
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28
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The following Sunday, 11 Cheshvan, the 
Rebbe went home unusually early after Mincha. 
Consequently, mazkirus was unprepared. Reb 
Binyomin Klein was hurriedly informed and he 
rushed to the car to open the door for the Rebbe 
and drove him home.

That night yechidus took place. Hatomim Yisroel 
Glitzenstein (who was returning to Eretz Yisroel 
where he worked in Tzach) related that as he 
entered, the Rebbe exclaimed to him (presumably 
in response to his dilemma whether or not to return 
to Eretz Yisroel), “You are from Eretz Yisroel, and 
specifically Yerushalayim.” 

Throughout the yechidus the Rebbe urged him to 
focus his efforts in the areas of hafatzas hamaayanos 
and hafatzas hayahadus, particularly chinuch—as it 
includes both of the above. 

The Rebbe emphasized the value of teaching 
others and promised that the quality of his learning 
would be a thousand times greater as a result. 
Meaning, that one hour of toiling in learning will 
enable him to understand what someone else would 
require 1,000 hours of study for. The Rebbe gave the 
example of one who due to his being preoccupied 
with mivtza tefillin, suffices with a mere moment of 
hisbonenus before tefillin, but accomplishes what 
would take another person a thousand times longer 
to accomplish. 

The Rebbe also mentioned how Chabad does 
not approve of the approach of those who choose 
to spend their entire lives dedicated solely to their 
personal learning in kollel, as the spirit of Chassidus 
Chabad is to make chinuch a priority. The Rebbe 
added that he is not compelling him per se to work 
in chinuch, rather giving a suggestion. 

Towards the end of the yechidus, the Rebbe said, 
“Certainly upon your arrival, you will spend the 
first week relaying the regards and news from here 
and repeating the sichos from Yom Tov. After that, 
however, you will begin your activities in hafatzas 
hamaayanos and hafatzas hayahadus, especially 
mivtza tefillin.”

The next person to enter yechidus was Reb 
Naftali Gottlieb.

Several years earlier, Reb Naftali wrote to the 
Rebbe, saying that he planned on publishing a 
book of stories about the Rebbe’s father, Harav 
Levi Yitzchok. During kos shel bracha on Motzei 
Simchas Torah, the Rebbe asked him why he had 
not done so yet. Reb Naftali answered that he had 
refrained from publishing it as he hadn’t received an 

affirmative response from the Rebbe, to which the 
Rebbe replied, “Consider this your response”.

Now, during yechidus, the Rebbe gave him 
addresses of people with whom he could verify 
details of the stories.

YECHIDUS WITH SENATORS

During the tefilos and krias haTorah on Shabbos 
Vayeira, the Rebbe perused the sefer, “Likut 
Pirushim” on Tanya by Reb Aharon Chitrik.

Sunday, 18 Cheshvan, was a night of yechidus, 
along with visits from several senators and other 
politicians. Senator Jacob Javits spent 20 minutes 
inside the Rebbe’s room, together with members of 
mazkirus. Afterward came former Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark, who was now running against 
Javits, followed by Judge Lawrence Cooke who was 
running for a position on the New York Court of 
Appeals. The Rebbe stood up, received him with a 
wide smile and they sat down. 

They were followed by two other politicians, 
Senator Henry Jackson and Congressman Hugh 
Carrie (who was running for governor of New 
York). They were accompanied by Rabbis Hodakov, 
Groner, Klein, and Mindel as well as several 
reporters and photographers. They spoke amongst 
themselves throughout the visit while the Rebbe sat 
and smiled. Jackson began to lavish praises on the 
Rebbe to which the Rebbe answered back, “I’m not 
running for senate.”

CHOF CHESHVAN

Tuesday was Chof Cheshvan, the birthday of 
the Rebbe Rashab. At noon the Rebbe departed to 
the Ohel, holding a copy of Hemshech Samach Vov. 
When the Rebbe returned to 770, he put down his 
bag in Gan Eden Hatachton and hurried down the 
hallway to wash negel vasser. As he was walking to 
the sink, the Rebbe took out some money, and on 
the way back, he handed it to a poor person.

The Rebbe came to Mincha at 6:15 wearing 
a regular (not silk) kapota3. After Mincha, the 
Rebbe summoned Rabbi Hodakov and told him to 
announce that a farbrengen will take place at 7:00 
p.m. preceded by Maariv at 6:45. Rabbi Hodakov 
added that until then the time should be spent 
learning. 

(It is assumed that this message came from 
the Rebbe who had recently walked into the zal 
at a time when many bochurim were absent. The 
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Rebbe asked Rabbi Groner which Yom Tov it is and 
instructed him to ensure that the bochurim got back 
to their yeshiva learning4. The Rebbe also expressed 
disappointment that there was very little activity in 
mivtza hadlakas neiros.)

At 7:00 p.m. the Rebbe came down to the 
farbrengen and instructed the crowd to begin 
the Niggun Hachana and then said the maamar 
“V’Avraham Zaken.” The first sicha was on the 
theme of Yavneh v’chachameha, the importance of 
establishing yeshivos and enhancing the quantity 
and quality of learning in existing yeshivos, and its 
impact on the safety and security of Yidden.

The topic of hadlakas neiros continued through 
the second and third sicha, where the Rebbe 
explained that it is a special koach that was 
specifically granted to women. This was tied into 
the parshah, which relates how Rivkah Imeinu lit 
Shabbos candles since she was three years old. This 
also served as a platform for mivtza hadlakas neiros.

Between sichos, the Rebbe asked Rabbi Groner to 
bring him a bottle of wine. The Rebbe poured some 
wine into his cup and then poured Reb Shea Pinson 
some wine from the bottle. The Rebbe also gave a 
piece of cake to Reb Itche Churgin.

The fourth sicha dealt with the current events 
in Eretz Yisroel. The Rebbe bemoaned the fact that 
several Knesset members were more worried about 
retaining their seats for the upcoming elections 
than doing what halacha demanded regarding Mihu 
Yehudi.

At the end of the farbrengen, the Rebbe 
encouraged the singing with his hands, and as the 
Rebbe left his room for home he smiled and waved 
his hands once again. 

RIVKAH’S SHABBOS CANDLES 

During krias haTorah on Thursday, a Mi 
Sheberach L’cholim was made, and the Rebbe 
signaled that they should mention Reb Avrohom 
Mayorer (Drizin) who was undergoing an operation 
that day. The Rebbe inquired if there was any son or 
grandchild present who would know Reb Avrohom’s 
mother’s name. Reb Dovid Raskin approached and 
the Rebbe said: “Avrohom Drizin,” to which Reb 
Dovid replied “Avrohom ben Yehudis.”

After kriah, the Rebbe went back to Gan Eden 
Hatachton with Rav Krieger and turned around to 
motion that the door should be closed. Half an hour 
later, Rav Krieger came out looking very excited. 

He related that he informed the Rebbe that today 
was the Belzer Rebbe’s yahrzeit and many don’t say 
tachanun. He asked the Rebbe why Chabad does 
say tachanun on the day of a yahrtzeit of a tzaddik, 
and the Rebbe replied that the Friediker Rebbe 
once asked the Rebbe Rashab this question, and he 
responded, “Where else do we find such a day [like 
a yahrtzeit] that one can ask for everything?”

Afterwards, they spoke in learning.
The Rebbe also spoke with him about the 

novel concept of unmarried girls lighting Shabbos 
candles. He told the Rebbe that a grandchild of the 
Belzer Rebbe told him that in Belz it was customary 
for unmarried girls to light Shabbos candles. They 

*z     5735-1974

SENATOR JACOB JAVITS IN CONVERSATION WITH THE REBBE, 18 CHESHVAN 
5735.

THE REBBE GREETS CONGRESSMAN HUGH CARRIE, 18 CHESHVAN 5735.
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continued to speak about the Rashi in parshas 
Chayei Sarah5 and calculated that Avrohom’s 
lighting Shabbos candles for all those years after 
Sarah’s passing did not accomplish what Rivkah 
achieved at three years old. 

“WORSE THAN A THIEF”

As usual, on Shabbos Mevarchim Kislev, 
Parshas Chayei Sarah there was a farbrengen. The 
Rebbe raised the classic question, “Why is the title 
of the parsha about Sarah’s life when the rest of the 
parshah is about the opposite (her passing)?” and 
explained the lessons one can learn from it.

The second sicha was long and harsh. The Rebbe 
was very pained about certain situations in Eretz 
Yisroel regarding Yidden not being as they are 
supposed to be, the UN, Mihu Yehudi, and shtachim. 
The raw agony that heard in the Rebbe’s voice was 
very difficult to listen to.

Later in the farbrengen, the Rebbe said a 
maamar k’ein sicha which was a hemshech to the 
maamar “V’Avraham Zaken” that was said at the 
farbrengen of Chof Cheshvan.

Towards the end of the farbrengen, the Rebbe 
spoke some sharp words about those who scheme 
their way (“men nart op”) into yechidus. He was 
referring to the recent rule6 that people should not 
enter yechidus for their birthday, which some had 

attempted to circumvent by seeking other excuses to 
have a yechidus and scheduling it on their birthday. 
The Rebbe exclaimed that this is worse than a thief 
who, when about to break and enter, cries out to 
Hashem to help him commit his robbery. This is 
because over here, he is attempting to deceive the 
one who gives brachos and then asks him for a 
bracha.

The Rebbe continued, that perhaps this 
sentiment is a distant reflection (“in my daled 
amos”) of the foolish attitude expressed regarding 
Mihu Yehudi, where some people deluded 
themselves into doing harmful things for their 
personal gain.  

The farbrengen concluded at 4:45 with Mincha, 
after which the Rebbe walked home. The bochurim 
sang the niggun “Ki Elokim Yoshia Tzion” as the 
Rebbe departed 770.  

1.	 See “Ah Lichtiken Shturem,” Derher Tishrei 5775.
2.	 See Keep Your Camp Holy, Derher Tishrei 5782.
3.	 At the Ohel, the Rebbe wore his silk kapota, as well as at 
the farbrengen later that evening.
4.	 According to another version the Rebbe said “Yavneh 
v’chachameha.”
5.	 Which the Rebbe had spoken about at the farbrengen of 
Chof Cheshvan.
6.	 Announced at the farbrengen of Shabbos Breishis 5735.

16
 S

HE
VA

T 
57

35
, R

AB
BI

 P
IN

NY
 L

EW

13



14 A Chassidisher Derher  /  Cheshvan 5782

Ksav Yad Kodesh

Celebrating  
in Mourning

In this note written in Sivan 5742*, the Rebbe advises a chosson how to comfort his 
kallah and encourage her to feel joyful at their wedding, when her mother’s mother 

suddenly passed away in the week before the wedding: 

*z     5742-1982
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לזכות נכדינו למשפחת שפערלין הענפה 
שנולדו לאחרונה 

 מנחם מענדל שיחי׳ 
ולזכות הוריו הרה״ת ר׳ ישראל ארי׳ לייב 

ומרת חי׳ מושקא שיחיו פרוס

ריבה תחי׳
ולזכות הוריה הרה״ת ר׳ מנחם מענדל 

ומרת אסתר ברכה שיחיו קארפ

יעקב מנחם מענדל שיחי׳
 ולזכות הוריו הרה״ת ר׳ ישעי׳ 

ומרת חי׳ מושקא )לולו( שיחיו נפרסטק 

רפאל שיחי׳ 
 ולזכות הוריו הרה״ת ר׳ שלום 

ומרת מאשא שיחיו וואגעל

אברהם דוד שיחי׳ 
 ולזכות הוריו הרה״ת ר׳ בערל 

ומרת שרה רחל שיחיו שור 

שמחה תחי׳ 
ולזכות הוריה הרה״ת ר׳ אברהם יוסף הכהן 

ומרת מאניא שיחיו שפערלין

Tell her about the words of Chazal, that one moment after the 
destruction of the Beis Hamikdash, the redeemer of the Jewish people 
was born (who could have redeemed them, if that generation had been 
worthy).

One of the reasons for this is: When something negative happens—for 
whatever reason—Hashem immediately brings something to powerfully 
uplift the people, so they do not become disheartened, chas v’shalom, etc.

How fortunate you are, that your wedding is the immediate channel 
of Hashem’s blessings [not only for the couple but] also for their entire 
family, since the Torah commands them to rejoice in the celebration of 
the chosson and kallah.1 And you also hasten the redemption and the 
celebration of all the Jewish people [since every wedding brings the geulah 
closer], as the expression is in the sheva brachos: “Let there speedily be 
heard [in the cities of Yehuda and the streets of Yerushalayim sounds of] 
joy…”  

1.	 I.e. Your wedding is the event that Hashem chose to uplift the family after a tragedy, since they 
will so-to-speak be “forced” to rejoice with you.

יספר לה מחז”ל – שרגע אחד לאחרי 
החורבן נולד גואלן של ישראל )באם 

היו זוכין להגאל בדור ההוא(. 

ואחד הטעמים – שמאיזה טעם 
שיהי’ יש ענין בלתי רצוי, הקב”ה 

מביא בהקדם עידוד חזק שלא יפלו 
ח”ו ברוחם וכו’. 

ואשריהם שבחתונתם תומ”י 
מתחילים בהמשכת ברכות השם גם 
לכל המשפחה, כיון שהתורה מצווה 

אותם להיות שמחים בשמחת החו”כ 
שי’. ומקרבת גאולת ושמחת כל בנ”י 
וכהל’ בבר’ נישואין: מהרה ישמע כו’ 

שמחה כו’



“TRUMPETER AND 
CANTONIST OF THE 
LIFE GUARDS CAVALRY 
REGIMENT (1845 - 1848).”
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The Tzemach Tzedek 
and the Cantonists

WE WANT  
TO SEE  

The Rebbe!

 לזכות 
 הרה״ת ר׳ מרדכי שיחי׳ ומשפחתו שיחיו 

 וולבובסקי
לרגל יום הולדתו טו״ב חשון 

 לבשורות טובות ורוב נחת חסידותי 
מכל יו״ח שליט״א
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“I knew about this seven years 
before it happened. When I was at the 
Ohel of my father [the Alter Rebbe], I 
saw that there was a terrible Heavenly 
prosecution against the Jew-hating 
young men1, and my spirit was broken 
within me. I knew that at some point 
this decree would come to fruition. 
Then at my daughter’s wedding, when 
so many people gathered around, 
young and old, in order to hear 
words of Chassidus, I was so elated, 
I thought the decree had passed. But 
then as morning drew near, when I 
started falling asleep my father came 
to me and asked, ‘Why are you so 
happy, rejoicing with these young men 
gathered here? Don’t you know about 
the prosecution that is currently going 
on and getting progressively worse?’ 
Immediately, my spirit was broken. I 
knew it had to do with taking Jewish 
children away to the battlefront…”2

The Mitteler Rebbe gave this 
frightening description in a maamar 
dedicated to the terrible decree of the 
“Cantonists,” said shortly before his 
histalkus.

It was a decree issued by Czar 
Nicholas I, primarily targeting Jewish 
communities, with forced conscription 

of young Jewish children into the 
Russian army for 25 years, beginning 
at the age of 12. It was a deliberate 
attempt to tear Jewish children 
away from Yiddishkeit and forcibly 
assimilate them into the Russian 
religion and culture. 

Implementation began in the year 
5587*, one year before the Mitteler 
Rebbe’s histalkus.

According to the law, every 
community had to supply four recruits 
per thousand members. The dreadful 
task of selecting the recruits was left 
to the heads of the kehilla, and every 
community struggled to deal with this 
terrible reality. Many communities 
refused to send their children, and 
armed soldiers would arrive in 
the towns to search and capture 
the children instead. Eyewitnesses 
recounted the heartrending scenes of 
screaming mothers running after their 
small sons as they were snatched away. 

Many children tried to hide in 
caves and forests while the soldiers 
searched their communities. This 
brought about the sad phenomenon 
of Jewish kidnappers, “chappers,” who 
found the children in their hiding 

places and delivered them to the 
authorities. 

The children were taken to 
“Canton” schools, where they were 
“deprogrammed” from their Jewish 
upbringing. 

The terrible decree was finally 
abolished by Czar Alexander II, in 
the year 5616*, after he witnessed 
the unbreakable spirit of the Jewish 
children, seeing how even a very 
young boy preferred to take his own 
life rather than convert.

In this article we will focus on 
some of the activities of our Rabbeim, 
especially the Tzemach Tzedek, 
attempting to help these Jewish 
children in their difficult plight, and 
pulling strings to have the decree 
averted.

•
“This is your sign,” the Alter 

Rebbe writes in a letter. “The time 
will come when the apple of your eye 
will be taken from you, and they will 
begin taking soldiers from our Jewish 
brethren…” This was an instance 
of open ruach hakodesh. The Alter 
Rebbe was presumably alluding to 
the histalkus of the Mitteler Rebbe, 
which took place just half a year after 

JEWISH SOLDIERS IN THE CZAR’S ARMY GATHER TO EAT KOSHER FOOD.
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the decree of the Cantonists was 
implemented.3

In the wake of the decree, the 
Mitteler Rebbe traveled from his home 
in Lubavitch to daven at the Ohel of 
his father in Haditch. On the way 
back, the Mitteler Rebbe took ill and 
had to stop in Nezhin, where he was 
eventually nistalek and buried. It was 
there that he delivered the maamar, 
 להבין ענין לקיחת אנשי חיל מישראל ביד“
 To understand why the Jewish—נכרים
soldiers are being taken by the non-
Jews...” The Mitteler Rebbe explains 
that Hashem craves the Yidden’s 
mesiras nefesh awakened within 
their hearts during difficult times of 
gezeiros. The pain that the Yidden 
feel from not being able to keep the 
mitzvos is enough of a zechus to keep 
the whole world in existence, and it 
will eventually lead to the decree being 
annulled.4

The Village Rebbe  
From Lubavitch

The Tzemach Tzedek assumed 
the nesius of Chabad at the height of 
this decree, and much of his time was 
dedicated to easing the resulting plight 
of the Jewish people. In addition to 
his efforts on this front, the Jewish 
community was also plagued by severe 
attacks from the Haskalah movement, 
and the Tzemach Tzedek exerted 
much effort fighting against this too.5 
(At times these two issues actually 
crossed paths.)

Some of the Tzemach Tzedek’s 
work in the wake of the Cantonist 
decree included:

1) Sending messengers to all the 
affected communities to meet with 
the heads of the communities and see 
how they could reduce the number 
of children actually being sent, and 

to make sure that the kidnappers 
received the appropriate punishment.

2) Arranging groups of people 
who would save the children already 
taken for conscription, by bribing the 
kidnappers with exorbitant sums, who 
would in turn report to the authorities 
that the children died.

3) Sending groups of Chassidim to 
the army bases where Jewish children 
were held to offer encouragement and 
assistance.

These activities had to be carried 
out in utmost secrecy. Unfortunately, 
members of the Jewish community 
who had joined the newly founded 
Haskalah movement began informing 
on the Tzemach Tzedek and his 
Chassidim to the Czar’s government, 
saying that the Rebbe and his 
associates were disrupting law and 
order with their activities.

PHOTO OF CANTONIST SOLDIERS.

THE MITTELER REBBE’S 
MAAMAR “להבין 

 ענין לקיחת אנשי
 TO ,”חיל מישראל
UNDERSTAND THE 
PHENOMENON OF 

CONSCRIPTING JEWS 
FOR THE ARMY, SAID 

SHORTLY BEFORE THE 
CANTONIST DECREE.
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The government officials were 
outraged that a rabbi in a small village 
called Lubavitch wielded so much 
power over their schemes, and they 
immediately set out to remove this 
disruption. The Tzemach Tzedek was 
placed under strict surveillance and 
much of his everyday activities were 
reported in detail to the authorities. 
Of course, the harassment by the 
government officials and the members 
of the Haskalah did not succeed in 
stopping the Tzemach Tzedek; on the 
contrary, his efforts were redoubled in 
helping his fellow Yidden.

At that time, the Tzemach Tzedek 
had opened a yeshiva in Lubavitch, 
and one day two chappers showed up 
there, discovering that 30 runaway 
Cantonists were hiding there! The 
Czar’s police officers were immediately 
notified, but even after careful 
examination, they were unable to find 
any discrepancies in the identification 
papers of the yeshiva boys, and they all 
left in shame.    

A New Approach
Eventually, the government officials 

and members of the Haskalah realized 

that there was no way to deter the 
Tzemach Tzedek and his Chassidim 
from their activities to save klal Yisroel. 
Their hopes to forcibly assimilate the 
Jewish community into their culture 
were quickly fading. So they decided 
to take a new approach; a more 
“inclusive” one.

They called for a grand conference 
of all rabbis, representing the full 
spectrum of the Jewish community 
in the Russian Empire: Chassidim, 
misnagdim, and even the less 
Orthodox. The official charter of 
the conference was to hear from the 
members of the Jewish community 
themselves about the issues of the 
day. But the real reason was that the 
Haskalah people hoped to be able 
to persuade, or coerce, the rabbis to 
accept their plan for the future of 
Russian Jewry and to stop all their 
activities to the contrary.

The Tzemach Tzedek was invited as 
the representative of the Chassidishe 
community, Reb Yitzchok (“Itchele”) 
Volozhiner (son of the famous Reb 
Chaim Volozhiner) was invited as 
the representative of the misnagdishe 
community, the philanthropist Reb 

Yisroel Halperin as the representative 
of the business community, and Mr. 
Bezalel Stern as the representative of 
the Haskalah community.

By bringing the Tzemach Tzedek to 
Petersburg, the Russian government 
was hoping that they would be able to 
force him to stay there and not return 
to his home in Lubavitch, thereby 
lessening his influence significantly. 
For this reason they tried to give the 
Tzemach Tzedek as comfortable a 
stay as possible, offering him a good 
place to lodge, allowing for Chassidim 
to join him for minyanim, and so on. 
They hoped that this non-aggressive 
approach would let them finally have 
their way.

But the Tzemach Tzedek stood 
strong and would not budge one 
iota when it came to matters of 
Yiddishkeit. The Tzemach Tzedek’s 
firm resolve and his refusal to relent 
to any demands caused him to be 
arrested some 22 times! He told the 
authorities that “even the harshest 
punishments will not scare me…”

It was during this time that the 
Tzemach Tzedek was able to meet with 
a group of Cantonists for the first time.

A PAMPHLET BEARING THE TITLE “דער שמע 
 RECORDING THE TZEMACH TZEDEK’S ”ישראל
TALK TO THE CANTONIST SOLDIERS, WHO 
WERE TORN FROM THE ENVIRONMENT OF 
YIDDISHKEIT IN THEIR YOUTH.

TWO YOUNG JEWISH SOLDIERS IN THE CZAR’S ARMY.
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Kronstadt
This following story was witnessed by 

Reb Yitzchok Rubashov, a yungerman 
from Nevel who assisted the Tzemach 
Tzedek on his travels. He lived to his 
nineties, when he met the Frierdiker 
Rebbe and related what he had seen as 
a young man. He added that after the 
Tzemach Tzedek returned to Lubavitch, 
he thanked Reb Yitzchok for all the 
help, and blessed him with two brachos: 
 זאלסט האבן אריכות ימים, און דיר זאל קיין“
 You should have—מאהל גארנישט ניט פעלן
many long years, and you should never 
be missing anything.” 

Reb Yitzchok concluded his story 
to the Frierdiker Rebbe: “Indeed, these 
two brachos were fulfilled. I’m already 
89 years old, and I am not missing 
anything…”6

On an army base in the city of 
Kronstadt, right near Petersburg, 
there was a group of hundreds of 
Jewish soldiers who had heard that 
the Tzemach Tzedek was nearby. They 
petitioned their superiors to allow 
them to meet with the great Rebbe 
who was stationed nearby, and the 
government agreed. Perhaps they 
hoped that by granting this to the 

Tzemach Tzedek, he would be quicker 
to give in to their demands on other 
things.

Some 300 Jewish soldiers gathered 
to meet the Tzemach Tzedek as he 
visited them at their army base. 

Seeing the holy Rebbe, they said 
with tears in their eyes, “Rebbe, we 
worked so hard to polish and shine the 
buttons of our uniforms in honor of 
this visit. Now it’s your turn to polish 
and shine our dilapidated neshamos.”

The Tzemach Tzedek responded 
with a maamar on the possuk “מחיתי 
 I wiped away your sins—כעב פשעיך
like a cloud...” speaking in Yiddish 
using a simple vocabulary that 
the uneducated Cantonists would 
understand. After the maamar, 
the Tzemach Tzedek added words 
of encouragement to the soldiers, 
calling on them to strengthen their 
connection to Yiddishkeit even if it 
takes mesiras nefesh. Then he said: 
“You polished your buttons with sand 
and water; your neshamos should also 
be polished with sand and water. Sand 
is the words of Tehillim that you say, 
and water is the tears that you say 
them with…”

One of the soldiers called out: 
“Rebbe! When we go out to conquer a 
city, we can’t do it with tears. We sing a 
victory march!”

The Tzemach Tzedek agreed with 
the soldier and explained that indeed, 
avodas Hashem should be done with 
joy.

[Interestingly, the Rebbe notes that 
those words of the unassuming soldier 
caused all the Rabbeim to choose this 
path of simcha in avodas Hashem.7]

In the Plaza
The Tzemach Tzedek’s visit made 

a big impression on the soldiers 
and lifted their spirits significantly. 
Many of them began coming closer 
to Yiddishkeit and demanded that 
their superiors allow them to join the 
Tzemach Tzedek in Petersburg.

After much pressure mounted 
from hundreds of soldiers at different 
bases, the officers of the army had to 
allow for another opportunity for the 
Cantonists to see the Tzemach Tzedek. 

A few weeks later, permission was 
granted and all the Jewish soldiers 
who wanted to, were able to come and 
see the Tzemach Tzedek in Petersburg. 
More than 600 soldiers gathered in the 

THE KONSTANTINOVSKY 
ARTILLERY SCHOOL IN S. 
PETERSBURG, WHERE MANY 
YOUNG CANTONISTS WERE 
TAKEN FOR YEARS OF BRUTAL 
TRAINING.
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plaza of the Peter and Paul Fortress in 
Petersburg, and the Tzemach Tzedek 
delivered the maamar “Shema Yisroel” 
for them, again in Yiddish using a 
simple vocabulary.

After the maamar, about 15 soldiers 
came over to the Tzemach Tzedek and 
said, “Rebbe! We are tormented and 
oppressed Jews. We don’t know how 
to learn, we don’t know anything. All 
we have is our emunah. We know the 
words of the davening, bentching, 
and a few chapters of Tehillim; but we 
don’t understand their meaning.”

The Tzemach Tzedek responded: 
“A Yid who believes in Hashem—the 
creator and sustainer of the world and 
all its inhabitants, who watches over 
them with hashgacha pratis—that He 
gave them the holy Torah and mitzvos, 
who knows the words of davening and 
some chapters of Tehillim and recites 
them, and says Shema and Tehillim; 

this Yid is a very healthy Yid, both in 
body and soul. May Hashem indeed 
bring you all home safely.”8

Coming back to his room after 
meeting with the soldiers, the 
Tzemach Tzedek spoke with great 
emotion to the other rabbonim about 
how precious these Yiddishe neshamos 
are. “When Moshiach comes,” he said, 
“there will be a special section just for 
these simple Jews of mesiras nefesh, 
and all the great minds of the Jewish 
people will be immensely jealous 
of them. No one can be considered 
greater than the Rambam, who 
reached an understanding of Elokus 
based on his own brilliant intellect. 
Yet, he too will be humbled before 
these soldiers, for they can feel and 
sense Elokus in a way that no one else 
can.”

Seeing the great respect and 
admiration that the soldiers had 

towards the Tzemach Tzedek and the 
profound spiritual impact he had on 
them, the Russian authorities decided 
it was best to send the Tzemach 
Tzedek back home to Lubavitch.

The Tzemach Tzedek’s words had a 
lasting effect on the soldiers. The story 
is told that one day the Czar himself 
came to check up on the soldiers at 
their base, and he was quite impressed 
with their performance. When he 
asked the soldiers for their names and 
they responded with Jewish names, he 
was immediately disheartened. Czar 
Nicholas told them that they must 
convert to Christianity right away and 
he will promote them to the highest 
ranks of his army. 

One of the soldiers responded: 
“Five years ago, we were visited by the 
great Rebbe, the Tzemach Tzedek. He 
told us that even if the Czar himself 
will tell us to convert, we should be 

ILLUSTRATION OF THE CANTONIST MILITARY, PUBLISHED IN 1913.
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ready to give up our lives and not 
comply.” With that, all the soldiers 
jumped into the river and drowned 
themselves.

I Am a Jew!
In a fascinating discovery, old 

government files from the time of 
the Cantonists were recently made 
available and we indeed read of a 
major awakening of Yiddishkeit 
among the soldiers.

One of the reports states: 
“According to a report submitted to his 
great majesty Alexander II, 92 Jewish 
Cantonists who arrived at the naval 
base in Kronstadt have proclaimed 
that their previous conversion to 
Christianity was forced upon them, 
and they now want to return to their 
Jewish roots. Now another 11 soldiers 
joined them, making the total 103.”

In the documented testimony 
of one of these Cantonists, we read 
excruciating details of the suffering 
and mesiras nefesh that the Cantonists 
were put through:

“They forced me to convert. I was 
in terrible stress. I tried committing 
suicide but my friends wouldn’t 
allow me to. I remain a Jew and I 

don’t want to be Christian under 
any circumstances. I had with me a 
siddur, tefillin, and tzitzis which I 
took from my home, and now they 
were confiscated. I hid the holy 
articles in the last stop on our way to 
Arkhangelsk, where my friend and I 
dug a hole in the forest, and on our 
way back to active duty, we retrieved 
them.”

In My Domain
Despite the harassment and 

persecution by the government, the 
Tzemach Tzedek’s efforts on behalf 
of the Cantonists (and the potential 
Cantonists) did not wane. One of his 
Chassidim, Reb Chaim Yehoshua, 
succeeded in saving a few children 
from the hands of the “chappers,” and 
the Tzemach Tzedek instructed him to 

Today’s Cantonists
The Rebbe once related this story of the Tzemach Tzedek and the 

Cantonists at a farbrengen, adding a fascinating hora’a:
The most unique part of the story is that although the Russian 

government tried so hard to eradicate any sense of Yiddishkeit from the 
hearts of these children, nevertheless, they begged and demanded that 
they be allowed to meet with the Tzemach Tzedek!

The lesson is clear: There are people today who are just like the 
Cantonists of old. True, we live in a free society and we are not exposed 
to the same nisyonos as the Cantonists. But there are Jews who are in 
spiritual captivity. They know very little about Yiddishkeit, not even the 
Aleph-Beis.

Nevertheless, deep in their hearts these Yidden really thirst for 
Yiddishkeit. In fact they demand it! It is only up to us to reveal this 
to them, and to provide them with the knowledge to allow these deep 
hidden sparks to shine in everyday life.

(13 Nissan 5745, sicha 2) 

YOUNG JEWISH CANTONIST SOLDIERS-IN-TRAINING, (SOURCE UNKNOWN).
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make it his life’s mission to save Jewish 
children. He sent him around to 
various towns and villages to ransom 
back children who were already 
kidnapped, and to help them hide 
and escape. Eventually, Reb Chaim 

Yehoshua was arrested and almost 
sentenced to capital punishment. 

The Tzemach Tzedek did 
everything in his power to secure Reb 
Chaim Yehoshua’s release, employing 
government connections wherever he 

could. Indeed, with the help of some 
of the distinguished Chassidim, they 
were able to secure his release and 
Reb Chaim Yehoshua returned to 
Lubavitch for a yechidus. The Tzemach 
Tzedek told him, “For this mesiras 

A Change of Heart
Once, a young boy was kidnapped by the “chappers,” 

and his parents could not afford to bribe their son’s way 
back. 

The child had a wealthy uncle who made frequent 
trips to Moscow, and he started making inquiries until 
he learned that the child was at a training camp in 
Moscow. The uncle traveled to Moscow and offered a 
hefty bribe, and he was allowed to go in and visit his 
nephew at the camp. The child was placed in the tailors’ 
ward, learning to sew uniforms, happy and content. 
It seemed that he was assimilating into the Russian 
culture, and the uncle was very distraught. 

The uncle went to the Tzemach Tzedek and poured 
out his heart in pain. The Tzemach Tzedek replied, “Try 
to bring him to Lubavitch, even if for a very short visit.”

After much effort, the uncle succeeded in bringing 
the child to Lubavitch, even though he had no interest 
in Yiddishkeit anymore and was happy to stay in the 
army.

They came to Lubavitch for Shabbos. The zal was 
packed to capacity, and when the Tzemach Tzedek 
came in to recite a maamar, a pathway opened up, 
with the uncle and nephew standing in the front row. 
When the Tzemach Tzedek saw them, he gave the boy 
a penetrating stare, and he began to tremble. Suddenly, 
the boy began feeling a sharp pain in his stomach to 
the point that it was unbearable. On Sunday, he was 
eagerly awaiting to be able to leave and he was furious 
at his uncle for bringing him to such a place. But soon, 
the pair entered into yechidus and the Tzemach Tzedek 
turned to the boy: “Do you want to stay here?” he asked. 
In an instant, the boy had a change of heart and he 
answered that he indeed wishes to stay.

The Tzemach Tzedek gave the child instructions as 
to how to conduct himself from then on, and the child 
eventually grew up and married, building a nice Jewish 
family. 

(Shmuos V’Sippurim vol. 1, p. 55)

CERTIFICATE OF RELEASE FOR A 
CANTONIST SOLDIER AFTER 25 
YEARS OF MILITARY SERVICE.

THE “SOLDATSKAYA” (SOLDIERS) SHUL IN RIGA, LATVIA. UPON RELEASE FROM SERVICE, 
THE CANTONIST SOLDIERS FOUND IT DIFFICULT TO INTEGRATE INTO THE EXISTING JEWISH 
POPULATION AND BUILT THEIR OWN SHUL. IT WAS DESTROYED BY THE NAZIS IN 1941.
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nefesh on behalf of Jewish children, 
you will merit to be together with me 
in my domain in the world to come.”

Your Neshamah  
Is Here For This

In the year 5616*, the decree was 
finally overturned. The soldiers who 
had finished their terms were allowed 
to live anywhere in the Russian 
Empire (as opposed to most Jewish 
people who were restricted to the 
Pale of Settlement). Thus formed 
communities of these ex-Cantonists 
who strongly identified as Yidden but 
knew very little about Yiddishkeit. The 
Tzemach Tzedek and later the Rebbe 
Maharash worked hard to help these 
Yidden, sending Chassidim to their 
communities to guide and teach them 
about Yiddishkeit.

The Frierdiker Rebbe relates in 
a letter that his grandfather, the 
Rebbe Maharash, had a Chossid, a 
silversmith and watchmaker by trade, 
who moved from the Chassidishe city 
of Polotzk to Vladimir, deep in Russia, 
in order to make a living. The Rebbe 
Maharash asked him if he had a set 
time to teach Torah in his community. 
He responded that he learns Torah 

on his own and he also spends time 
preparing krias haTorah because no 
one else in the city knows how to do 
it. In the whole community, there 
are only two other people who even 
know how to daven at the amud. The 
Chossid continued that the people 
of Vladimir are simple folk, most of 
them from the Cantonists, who act 
like their Russian neighbors and don’t 
know how to daven—they just answer 
amen and barely recite the bracha on 
the Torah.

The Rebbe Maharash explained to 
the Chossid that the real reason he had 
to move to this city was not just for 
parnasah. 

“You are making a mistake,” 
the Rebbe Maharash said. “Not for 
material parnasah did Hashem bring 
you to Vladimir. One who believes 
in Hashem and His Torah and in 
hashgacha pratis, knows that just for 
material parnasah, Hashem would 
not make a Jew and his entire family 
move away from a Yiddishe city to a 
barren desert, to live with simple and 
ignorant people…

“...The problem is, you think that 
your job is cleaning gold and fixing 
watches. Your real job is Torah and 

avodas Hashem. Hashem made you 
move from Polotzk to Vladimir so 
that you can be with these Cantonists, 
Nicholas’s soldiers, and teach them 
about Yiddishkeit.

“The Baal Shem Tov taught that a 
neshamah comes down to this world 
for 70-80 years, just to do a favor for 
another Yid, materially, and especially 
spiritually. To say that Hashem must 
give you parnasah in only one city 
stems from a lack of faith. Hashem can 
provide for you anywhere, whether in 
Polotzk or in Vladimir…”9  

1.	 I.e. against the Jews, b’lashon sagi nahor.
2.	 The Mitteler Rebbe in the maamar, 
“Lehavin inyan lekichas anshei chayil…” 
Maamorei Admur Ha’emtzai—Kuntreisim.
3.	 Igros Kodesh Admur Hazaken (5772), p. 
397.
4.	 Maamarei Admur Ha’emtzoi—Kuntreisim, 
p. 263.
5.	 See Admur HaTzemach Tzedek U’tnuas 
HaHaskalah, from the Frierdiker Rebbe. 
6.	 Igros Kodesh Admur HaRayyatz, vol. 2, p. 
106.
7.	 Simchas Torah Night 5727.
8.	 Igros Kodesh Admur HaRayyatz, vol. 4, p. 
147.
9.	 Igros Kodesh Admur HaRayyatz vol. 7, p. 
20. Some of the material in this article is culled 
from Ba’keseh L’yom Chageinu, Vaad Chayolei 
Beis Dovid, 5777.

CZAR ALEXANDER II, WHO ABOLISHED THE 
CANTONIST DECREE.

CZAR NICHOLAS I MADE MANY HARSH DECREES 
AGAINST THE JEWISH PEOPLE IN RUSSIA, 
INCLUDING THE CANTONIST DECREE.
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 Cheshvan 
•	 As we take leave from the festive month of Tishrei 

and head into the rest of the year, the Rebbe 
instructed Chassidim to arrange farbrengens, to 
take upon themselves hachlatos for the coming year. 

Since hachlatos are different for men, women, and 
children, there should be special gatherings for 
women and children as well.1

 7 Cheshvan - The Day the Last  
 of the Yidden Returned Home  
 From the Beis Hamikdash 

•	 On this day, we should remind ourselves that as we 
begin our journey through our regular mundane 
lives, everything we do should be permeated with 
the feeling that we just returned from the holy 
atmosphere of the Beis Hamikdash.2 

•	 On this day we begin asking for rain in Eretz 
Yisroel, since the final Yid has reached his home 

and is longer on the road. This day serves as an 
important lesson in ahavas Yisroel, since we refrain 
from asking Hashem for rain, even if we really need 
it, in order not to cause trouble to another.3

 Chof Cheshvan - Birthday of  
 the Rebbe Rashab 

•	 Just like on the birthday of any nossi, Chassidim 
should spend the day following his horaos, learning 
the Rebbe Rashab’s Torah, and giving tzedakah to 
the Rebbe Rashab’s mosdos.4 

•	 On Chof Cheshvan 5748*, the 127th birthday of 
the Rebbe Rashab, the Rebbe distributed Kuntres 
Heichaltzu (the famous maamar of the Rebbe 
Rashab about ahavas Yisroel) to men, women, boys 
over the age of 12 and girls over the age of 11. 
On Chof Cheshvan 5751*, the Rebbe distributed 
Kuntres Eitz Hachayim of the Rebbe Rashab, and five 
days later he gave out Kuntres ‘Anochi Magein Lach,’ a 
maamar of the Rebbe Rashab.5 

�Hamaseh Hu Ha’iker

חשוןחשון
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•	 The year 5749* was known as “Shnas Habinyan,” 
when the Rebbe encouraged the expansion of 
buildings to strengthen Torah and mitzvos.6 On 
Chof Cheshvan that year, the Rebbe instructed 
Chassidim to enter a building that houses the 
Rebbe Rashab’s mosdos (like Tomchei Temimim), 
and when inside they should perform acts of Torah 
(learn from the Rebbe Rashab’s Chassidus), tefillah 
(say the Rebbe Rashab’s kapitel) and tzedakah.7

 Shabbos Mevarchim Kislev 
•	 As the day of Shabbos includes all the days of 

the following week including Rosh Chodesh, 
the preparations for the month ahead, including 
mivtza Chanukah, should already start on Shabbos 
Mevarchim. 8 

•	 This Shabbos is also the date of the International 
Kinus Hashluchim. The Rebbe instructed that 
during the Kinus, the shluchim should utilize their 
time together to make hachlatos in increasing the 
spreading of Chassidus. The Rebbe also stressed 

that the hachlatos should be taken together by many 
people, making their impact much stronger.9 

•	 In 5752*, the Rebbe requested that it be announced 
to all the shluchim: Our shlichus now is to prepare 
the world for Moshiach. Meaning, every action that 
is done to spread Yiddishkeit and Chassidus, must 
be with the proper focus, with the goal of bringing 
Moshiach closer.10 

1.	 Hisvaaduyos 5743 vol. 1 page 360.
2.	 Motzei Zayin Cheshvan 5722.
3.	 Zayin Cheshvan 5746.
4.	 Hisvaaduyos ibid. page 462. See footnote 5.
5.	 Hisvaaduyos 5751 vol. 1 page 318.
6.	 Hisvaaduyos 5749 vol. 1 page 54.
7.	 Sefer Hasichos 5749 vol. 1 page 56.
8.	 Hisvaaduyos 5743 vol. 1 page 514.
9.	 Hisvaaduyos 5748 vol. 4 page 156.
10.	 Sichos Kodesh 5752 page 111.

לע״נ 
הרה״ח הרה״ת שמואל דוד 

בן הרה״ח הרה״ת יעקב יוסף ע״ה 
ת׳נ׳צ׳ב׳ה׳

נדפס ע״י בנו 
הרה״ת מיכאל יצחק וזוגתו מרת חנה 

ומשפחתם שיחיו 
גורקאוו
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As the nossi of the generation tasked with 
bringing Moshiach, the Rebbe educated 
us to focus not only on strengthening the 
global Jewish community, but empowered 
us to meaningfully engage every human 
being in the world.

We conclude the three daily tefillos with 
Aleinu—historically this often demanded great 
mesiras nefesh—in which we declare our mission 
to bring awareness of Hashem to every person, 
 For generations this was .לתקן עולם במלכות ש-די
impossible to achieve explicitly and overtly, 
but standing now on the threshold of geulah—
moments before the dira betachtoinim is realized 

in its entirety—we are empowered to ensure that 
this crucial message inspires society at large.

Clearly the most effective way to elevate society is 
through the youth, and the tone set in the education 

system plays a major role in shaping the future. Throughout 
the Rebbe’s nesius, the crucial need for elevating the 
standard of moral and ethical education for all people was 
an important theme, and the Rebbe’s advocacy of how to 
accomplish this often coincided with the realities on the 

ground.

In the 5720s the Rebbe vigorously campaigned for school 
prayer. In the 5740s the Rebbe promoted the advantage of 
instituting a “moment of silence”—not prayer—at the start of 
each school day. This article explores the various sichos and 
igros about this crucial topic and their historical backdrop.

Rabbi Dovid Margolin assisted in the preparation of this 
article. וזכות הרבים תלוי בו.

Moment 
of 
Silence

*z     5720S-1960S, 5740S-1980S

 לזכות הילד ישראל שלום נ״י 
לרגל יום ההולדת י״ז חשון 

יה״ר שיגדל לתורה לחופה ולמעשים טובים 
 מתוך בריאות נכונה ושפע בגו״ר 

לנח״ר כ״ק אדמו״ר והוריו הי״ו
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School Prayer
School prayer was a common feature of the educational 

system in America dating back to colonial times. The 
pilgrims who initially settled in North America, the 
founding fathers of this country, and the vast majority of 
American citizens were religious and most schools included 
regular prayer and Bible study in their curriculums.

In 1955 the New York Board of Regents composed 
a voluntary prayer to be recited in public schools at the 
beginning of the school day after the Pledge of Allegiance:

“Almighty G-d, we acknowledge our dependence on Thee, 
and we beg Thy blessings upon us, our parents, our teachers 
and our country.”

Notice this prayer is non-denominational and neutral, 
with no religious references whatsoever. In addition, the 
law allowed students to absent themselves from this activity 
if they found it objectionable.

In 1962 a group of families of public school students 
(mostly Jews) in Long Island sued the school board 
president William J. Vitale, Jr. They claimed that the 
government-authored Regents Prayer violated their 
religious beliefs and they challenged the constitutionality of 
the prayer being recited in government-run public schools.

The First Amendment of the United States Constitution 
reads as follows: “Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.” They argued that this text prohibits the 
government from directing and encouraging children to 
recite prayers in government schools. 

The case, known as Engel v. Vitale went all the way up 
to the US Supreme Court and caused tremendous national 
controversy. Many government officials and educators 
argued against this misguided interpretation of the First 
Amendment, but unfortunately there were many, including 
prominent Jewish organizations, that supported the lawsuit 
and vigorously argued against the constitutionality of the 
prayer.

In a 6-1 landmark decision, the US Supreme Court ruled 
that official organization, sponsorship, or endorsement of 
school prayer in public schools is forbidden by the First 
Amendment to the United States Constitution. Teachers 
and school officials may not lead classes in prayer, but 
prayer is permitted at voluntary religious clubs, and 
students are not prohibited from praying themselves.

The decision sent shockwaves throughout the nation 
and the debate raged in every corner of American society. 
Within the Orthodox Jewish world the Rebbe stood out as 
a lone voice encouraging rabbonim, leaders and activists to 
make this issue a top priority—from a halachic perspective 
as well as a moral obligation to advocate for the good of our 
country.

The Call of the Hour
During the farbrengen of 12 Tammuz 5722*, less than a 

month after the court decision was announced, the Rebbe 
explained how this was a travesty for the hundreds of 
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thousands of Jewish children as well as millions of non-
Jewish children enrolled in public school that would be 
educated without daily prayer.

“Hundreds of thousands of Jewish children are not educated 
to daven every weekday and many of them do not go to shul 
even on Shabbos and Yom Tov. Hashem had mercy on them 
and the government composed a tefilla that has all the main 
components of a legitimate tefilla: requesting their needs from 

Hashem. As a result they were all observing the mitzvah of 
davening daily.”

“The obligation to believe in Hashem applies to every 
human being as well and this tefilla brought this awareness to 
millions of non-Jewish children on a daily basis.”1

The tragedy was compounded by the fact that the 
opponents to the Regents Prayer were Jews and it was 
crucial for every Jew with any measure of influence to do 
everything possible to overturn this terrible ruling.

How can you silence them?!
In a letter7 dated 24 Cheshvan 5723*, after a lengthy 

halachic explanation explaining his position on the 
Supreme Court’s ban of prayer in schools, the Rebbe 
concluded:

I venture, however, to address myself also to the 
sentiments and imagination of everyone whose heart is 
alert to what is happening around him, and is especially 
sensitive to the problems of the growing generation, to view 
the problem as an image projected against the background 
of our critical time.

In our present day and age of rising tension and 
insecurity under the threat of a nuclear war; of the 
steadily growing might of communism making ever greater 
encroachments upon the free world, steadily extending its 
influence not only over newly captured territories, but also 
over the minds of people living in the free democracies; of 
mounting juvenile delinquency —

America has been blessed with hundreds of thousands 
of children, boys and girls, Jewish and gentile, throughout 
the width and breadth of these United States, who daily 
raise their youthful voices in prayer to G-d, acknowledging 
that He is the Master of the Universe, invoking His 
blessings upon their country and all who are dear to them, 
and expressing their confidence in His benevolence.

With this image in mind, can anyone raise his hand 
to silence this vast body of American youth, saying: “Stop 
praising G-d! Stop praying to Him! It is forbidden to do so 
in the American Public School!”

What would be the effect of such an order on all these 
youths? Can anything explain away to their young minds, 
far removed from Constitutional Law, the impact of such 
a prohibition in this country, where the free exercise of 
religion is one of its most cherished values?

Socialist Influence
Shalom Levin was an Israeli teacher and politician 

who served as a member of the Knesset as a member 
of the Mapai party. Earlier in his career he served as 
the secretary of the Teachers’ Union in Israel and in 
the summer of 5723* was elected chairman of the 
International Federation of Free Teachers’ Unions 
(IFFTU).

On 2 Elul 5723*8 the Rebbe wrote a long letter to 
Mr. Levin describing the deplorable reality of public 
education in most developed countries in the world, 
specifically in the area of morals and ethics. While 
children are growing in their knowledge and social 
skills, their ability to control their urges and desires is 
deteriorating rapidly.

After encouraging him to utilize his new position of 
leadership in an organization that deals with education 
on an international level to influence schools to include 
more religious education in their curriculums, the 
Rebbe deals with the irony of requesting this from 
someone who is not religious.

“Perhaps it may seem strange that I am sending 
this request to a member of a political party that is 
not religious; on the contrary, a socialist party etc. 
etc. However there is no need to elaborate on the fact 
that the current situation is very different than when 
socialism started. Especially in light of the fact that the 
premise that socialism is against religion is unjustified, 
especially now.”

In a follow up letter from Aseres Yemei Teshuva 
5724*, the Rebbe suggested that Mr. Levin bravely call 
upon educators around the world to acknowledge that 
morals and ethics can only truly endure when based on 
faith in a living, ever watching G-d who commanded us 
to live by them. “Not only will this have the impact of 
an “atomic explosion,” it will have far reaching positive 
effects. Perhaps this was the reason you were appointed 
to this position.”9
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In a letter2 addressing the convention of Agudas 
Harabbonim in 5723*, the Rebbe declared that the “call 
of the hour” was to ensure that hundreds of thousands 
of Jewish children be afforded the opportunity to recite a 
legitimate tefilla every day.

In a letter to Rabbi Nissen Telushkin3 the Rebbe 
emphasized that there was no more important matter of 
concern for rabbonim at the present moment. The pain 
is compounded, the Rebbe said, by the fact that all the 
mainstream Jewish organizations remained silent on 
the issue. Aside from giving off the impression that they 
agree to the terrible gzeira, their silence allows for other 
organizations who have the chutzpah to present themselves 
as legitimate representatives of Yiddishkeit to set the tone of 
the Jewish perspective to the policy, causing a tremendous 
chillul Hashem.

As the social battle raged in America, the Rebbe 
explained that his position was not only out of concern 
for the Jewish children learning in public schools, but also 
out of concern that canceling the prayer would have a 
devastating impact on American society in general.

When children grow up unaware of a Supreme Being 
that sees and hears everything, and to whom they are 
ultimately accountable to, society will deteriorate rapidly.

In a letter4 dated 26 Nissan 5724* the Rebbe laid out the 
fundamental principles for how a society must educate their 
children in order to function properly. 

“In my opinion, this acknowledgment is absolutely 
necessary in order to impress upon the minds of our growing-
up generation that the world in which they live is not a 
jungle, where brute force, cunning and unbridled passion rule 
supreme, but that it has a Master Who is not an abstraction, 
but a personal G-d; that this Supreme Being takes a “personal 
interest” in the affairs of each and every individual, and to Him 
everyone is accountable for one’s daily conduct…”

“It will not suffice to tell the juvenile delinquent that crime 
does not pay, and that he will eventually land in jail (if he is 
not smart enough?). Nor will he be particularly impressed if he 
is admonished that law-breaking is an offense against society. 
It is necessary to engrave upon the child’s mind the idea that 
any wrongdoing is an offense against the Divine authority and 
order…”

“Children have to be ‘trained’ from their earliest youth to 
be constantly aware of ‘the Eye that seeth and the Ear that 
heareth.’5 We cannot leave it to the law-enforcing agencies to be 
the keepers of the ethics and morals of our young generation.”

Keeping the Message Clear
A similar case came before the US Supreme Court the 

following year. Pennsylvania state law required that “at least 
ten verses from the Holy Bible [be] read, without comment, 

at the opening of each public school on each school day.” 
Four other states mandated the daily Bible readings while it 
was optional in 25 others.

Edward Schempp of Pennsylvania sued his school 
district, claiming that this practice violated his rights. In the 
landmark decision of Abington School District v. Schempp, 
the US Supreme Court disallowed Bible readings in public 
schools for similar reasons to their ban on school prayer.

Much of the country mistakenly lumped these two issues 
together, rationalizing that prayer and Bible study went 
hand in hand.

The Rebbe went to great lengths to clarify that this 
specific Supreme Court ruling was appropriate and had 
nothing to do with the ban on prayer.

“On the other hand, as I have emphasized on more than 
one occasion, only a strictly non-denominational prayer, and 
no other, should be introduced into the public schools. Any 
denominational prayer or religious exercise in the public 
schools must be resolutely opposed on various grounds, 
including also the fact that these would create divisiveness and 
ill-feeling. Likewise must Bible reading in the public schools be 
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