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Editorial
This magazine 

has been made possible 

 לזכות 
 הרה״ת ר׳ שלום וזוגתו מרת שרה 
 וילדיהם ישראל, ריסא, חי׳ מושקא, 

 אמונה מלכה, יעקב יהודה, ולאה שיחיו 
אייזיקוביץ

בקשר עם יום התחלת הנשיאות יו"ד שבט 
ובקשר עם יום ההילולא כ"ב שבט

The dawn of dor hashvi’i is marked this month 
on the great and holy day of Yud Shevat.  

It is the day that the Rebbe’s nesius 
began and when he declared the mission statement of 
our generation: to finally bring the Shechina down to 
this world, completely, with the coming of Moshiach.

The Rebbe once explained that each year 
when we reach the date of the beginning of the 
nesius, a new level of the nesius is attained, along 
with an added level of chayus both in the nossi 
himself and in all people of his generation.1

As such, the day of Yud Shevat is a time when 
we cast our focus once again on what it means to 
be part of the Rebbe’s generation—dor hashvi’i—
and the unique mission we have, as conveyed by 
the Rebbe in the first maamar, Bossi L’Gani. 

One of the points the Rebbe discusses in the maamar 
is the responsibility on each and every one of us to 
spread Yiddishkeit with mesiras nefesh, following in the 
ways of Avraham Avinu. Quoting a maamar from the 
Frierdiker Rebbe, the Rebbe emphasizes that the way 
Avraham Avinu practiced mesiras nefesh was that he did 
not seek it out. He knew that his job was to teach people 
about Hashem. If doing so entailed mesiras nefesh, 
he was prepared to do that too. But his own spiritual 
attainment, to reach the level of mesiras nefesh, was 
not at all his concern. This is in contrast to the mesiras 
nefesh of Rebbi Akiva, where he actually sought it out.

Avrahama Avinu’s mesiras nefesh is obviously a 
higher level of serving Hashem, with the ultimate 
sense of “bittul,” disregarding any concern with 
oneself, even one’s own closeness to Hashem, and 
only caring about doing what needs to be done. 

Interestingly, the Rebbe revisited some of 
the themes of this first Yud Shevat farbrengen 
later on in the year, including at the farbrengen 
of Yud-Gimmel Tammuz 5711. 

And here the Rebbe explained a 
third approach to mesiras nefesh. 

The Rebbe begins with a story told by the Frierdiker 
Rebbe about the time of his imprisonment: Sitting 
in his cell, the Frierdiker Rebbe remembered that 
while delivering a maamar earlier that year on Rosh 
Hashanah, he suddenly began speaking about the 
Baal Shem Tov’s teaching on hashgacha pratis—how 
Hashem orchestrates and watches over every last detail 
of creation. At the time, it struck as strange, since it 

*z    5711-1951



Editorial

had no apparent connection to the subject at hand.  
“Had I not mentioned that teaching of the Baal 

Shem Tov in the maamar,” said the Frierdiker 
Rebbe, “I don’t know if I would have had the 
strength to make it through the imprisonment…”

The Rebbe asks: Why did this vort from the Baal 
Shem Tov give the Frierdiker Rebbe the necessary 
strength? And why did the Frierdiker Rebbe need 
the extra inspiration anyway? Didn’t he know 
that he was imprisoned for doing what he was 
supposed to do, spreading Torah and Yiddishkeit? 
Why would he feel dejected by the trials and 
tribulations of a physical prison sentence?

Here the Rebbe introduces the third 
approach to mesiras nefesh:

Even the higher level of mesiras nefesh discussed 
above still might involve a hint of personal interest. 
Ultimately, the person is out to do his own job of 
spreading G-dliness, and may not actually concern 
himself with whether or not the desired result is reached. 

The Frierdiker Rebbe, on the other hand, was 
only concerned that Yiddishkeit in Russia continue 
flourishing. Therefore, he was terribly afraid that his 
efforts would chas v’shalom bring about the ultimate 
sacrifice of his life. True, he could excuse himself 
and say “I did all I could, and I even went on mesiras 
nefesh,” but what good is that when the dissemination 
of Yiddishkeit is no longer sustainable in his absence?!

The Rebbe cited the famous example that the Rebbe 
Rashab used in a similar instance, of the difference 
between a hired worker and a business owner. The 
worker will do all he can for the success of the business, 
but after his hours when his job is done, the results 
are not his to worry about. The business owner, on 
the other hand, worries about his business 24/7, and if 
the results are not coming in, he can’t sleep at night! 

Yes, the owner too can tell himself “I’ve 
done all I can; there’s nothing more to do.” Yet 
he is still concerned about the outcome!

The Frierdiker Rebbe wasn’t just thinking about doing 
his job. He was concerned with the results. He wanted to 
finish the whole business and bring Moshiach! That was 
his one and only concern. So sitting in the prison cell, 
he was terrified that chas v’shalom his absence from the 
scene could cause a delay in Moshiach’s arrival, if even 
for one moment, and he was feeling truly distraught. 

But then the Frierdiker Rebbe remembered the vort 

of hashgacha pratis according to the Baal Shem Tov that 
he had mentioned on Rosh Hashanah, and that the Baal 
Shem Tov was the one who was tasked by Moshiach 
himself to spread Chassidus and actuate his arrival. He 
was therefore sure that he would ultimately be freed 
from prison, not because he himself wanted to be freed, 
but because the Baal Shem Tov’s work would certainly 
continue, through his efforts [as the nossi hador].

But wait, asks the Rebbe. Doesn’t it seem like the 
Frierdiker Rebbe’s mission wasn’t actually completed 
in his lifetime? After his histalkus on Yud Shevat, it 
seems as though his assurance that he would complete 
the task and bring Moshiach didn’t materialize.

The Rebbe explains:
This is only a nisayon, a test and a challenge 

for us to overcome. The Frierdiker Rebbe points 
out in a maamar that in our generation, we were 
given the ability to recognize when Hashem has 
presented us with a challenge, and to realize that it 
is ultimately not even a real problem—it’s just a test 
for us to overcome. We need to strengthen ourselves 
in our dedication to the Rebbe, and to listen to his 
instructions much as we did before Yud Shevat. This 
will bring forth our deepest powers from the innermost 
kochos of the neshama, allowing us to complete the 
shlichus we have and bring Moshiach speedily. 

•
What a powerful lesson for us today, as we 

approach the day of Yud Shevat, a time when 
we recommit ourselves to the Rebbe’s shlichus 
for each and every one of us in dor hashvi’i. 

It is our job to realize and understand that the 
Rebbe is our nossi and that he is leading the charge 
as we march towards the geula. The Rebbe is the one 
leading the effort and it is our privilege to have a part 
in it. The fact that we do not see and hear the Rebbe 
physically is, as the Rebbe says, merely a nisayon. 

By holding steadfast in our hiskashrus, heeding the 
Rebbe’s call that to prepare ourselves and the world 
around us for the coming of Moshiach—we only have 
to open our eyes, and Moshiach is here! The Rebbe will 
lead us out of galus. May it be teikef umiyad Mammosh! 

The Editors
ט״ו טבת ה'תשפ"ב

שנת המאה ועשרים להולדת כ״ק אדמו״ר

1.	  Sicha 2 Nissan 5748



First and 
Foremost

לזכות 
הת׳ נחמן הכהן שיחי׳ 

לרגל הגיעו לעול מצוות ט׳ שבט ה׳תשפ״ב 

נדפס ע״י הוריו 
הרה״ת ר׳ ארי׳ יצחק הכהן וזוגתו מרת ראשא רוזא ומשפחתם 

שיחיו וויינשטיין
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One of the central teachings of 
Shemittah is conveyed in the order 
of the verses and words by which 
the Torah defines the institution of 
Shemittah, namely: “When you will 
come into the land. . . the earth shall 
rest a Sabbath unto G-d. Six years shalt 
thou plant thy field,” etc. (Lev. 25:2-3).

The order of the text seems to 
be reversed, for the six work years 
precede the Sabbatical rest year, 
and not vice versa. Hence, the text 
should have first mentioned the six 
years of planting, and then decree 
the resting. However, order in Torah 
is also Torah (“instruction”).

The arrangement in the text 
mentioned above, relating to 
Shemittah, is significant and 
instructive in that it teaches 
the proper approach to life. 
It is expressed as follows:

When one “comes into a land” 
and desires to establish his way 
of life, which involves “working 

the soil,” it is necessary to bear in 
mind that the first and foremost, as 
an idea and as a goal, is “Sabbath 
unto G-d”; not the “earthly” and 
material, but the spiritual and 
sacred. This approach will ensure 
one against being submerged by the 
material and mundane aspects of 
life. Moreover, bearing constantly 
in mind the above idea and goal, 
will transform the six drab working 
years; they will lose much of their 
drabness and become more refined 
and meaningful. Furthermore, the 
change and elevation of the six years 
will raise to a higher plane also the 
seventh year; from a “Shabbos unto 
G-d” to a “Shabbos Shabboson” 
unto G-d (v.4), with a dedication 
and solemnity of a higher order.

Similarly, in the daily life there 
are those aspects which have to do 
with material preoccupation (to earn 
a livelihood, etc.) and “common” 
necessities, such as eating and 

drinking, etc. — all those aspects 
wherein there is “no pre-eminence in 
man over animal”. But there is also the 
area of “earthly rest” — of breaking 
away from the mundane leading 
into “Sabbath unto G-d” — turning 
to holiness and G-dliness, through 
setting aside times for prayer, Torah 
study, and the fulfillment of Mitzvoth.

Here, too, the teaching of 
Shemittah is that it is necessary to 
begin the day with the idea and 
approach that, although it may be 
necessary later in the day to engage in 
“mundane” activities, the essence and 
purpose of these things are — to attain 
a “Sabbath unto G-d”. In this way, 
even the mundane aspects will attain 
refinement and real content, while 
the aspects of holiness and G-dliness 
will be intensified and elevated to a 
higher order. This is the way to attain 
a complete and harmonious life.  

(Michtav Kloli in English, 
Selichos 5725)

בְתָה הָאָרֶץ, וְשָׁ
ת לַה' בָּ שַׁ
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T he month of Shevat 5746* was 
a particularly eventful month. In 
addition to the regular excitement 

associated with Yud Shevat and the influx 
of visitors, all of this year's highlights were 
in the shadow of the sefarim court case.1

Another unique event that occurred this 
month was a surprise dollar distribution on 
Yud-Alef Shevat, which was the first of its 

kind. The next time such a thing took place 
was three months later on Yud-Alef Nissan. 
Retrospectively, Chassidim realized that 
what had occurred that day in Shevat was a 
precursor to the famous ‘Sunday Dollars.’
Much of the material used here was 
collected from the diary of Meir Yechiel 
Hershkovich, a bochur in 770 at the time, 
and was supplemented by other yomanim.

לעבן מיט'ן רבי'ן

“Leave The Questions In 
Galus!”

SHEVAT 5746*

 טור ׳לעבן מיטן רבי׳ן׳ הוקדש לזכרון ולעילוי נשמת  
 ר׳ שמואל ב״ר יהושע אליהו ז״ל 
 ואשתו מרת שרה ע״ה בת ר׳ יקותיאל ומרת לאה הי״ד 
ת׳נ׳צ׳ב׳ה׳

 ע״י בנם 
 ר׳ יקותיאל יהודה 

 וזוגתו מרת פעסל לאה ומשפחתם שיחיו 
רוהר

*z    5746-1986

FARBRENGEN 10 SHEVAT 5746.
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SHABBOS PARSHAS VAEIRA - 
ROSH CHODESH SHEVAT 

During the Shabbos farbrengen,2 the Rebbe 
distributed l’chaim to several Chassidim as a 
form of participation in different events that 
were taking place in the coming week. 

Reb Zushe Silberstein brought a group of 
college students from Montreal for the “Pegisha” 
Shabbaton, and in between sichos the Rebbe 
acknowledged them and smiled at them. 

At the conclusion of the farbrengen, the 
Rebbe instructed the father of Chazzan Moshe 
Teleshevsky (who was absent at the time) to sing 
“sheyiboneh” in place of his son, and encouraged 
the singing from different sections of the crowd. 

FRIDAY - 7 SHEVAT

Before Shabbos, three new sefarim were brought 
to the Rebbe; the two most recent releases of 
the Frierdiker Rebbe’s maamarim (5680*-81*, 
5682*-83*), and a book 
called “Let There Be 
Light,” a photographic 
album chronicling the 
international menorah 
lighting ceremonies 
arranged by Chabad this 
year. These three sefarim 
were recently published at 
the behest of the Rebbe.3

Shortly before 
candle-lighting, a 
large crowd stood outside the library (where 
the Rebbe and Rebbetzin would be staying for 
Shabbos), singing enthusiastically as the Rebbe 
arrived. Walking into the library, the Rebbe 
waved one hand to encourage the singing, and 
held the photo album in his other hand.

SHABBOS PARSHAS BO - 8 SHEVAT

Many of the guests who came for 
Yud Shevat arrived before Shabbos.

In the first sicha of the farbrengen, the Rebbe 
raised his voice and passionately addressed the 
shturem that the Friediker Rebbe had made 
regarding teaching children kriah. He took a 
strong stance that children should be taught 
how to read with the traditional “kamatz alef 
uh” method, and to avoid the adoption of 
supposedly faster modern approaches.

The end of the fourth sicha was about 
Yidden who are so reluctant to leave galus, 
that “בשלח פרעה—Paraoh will have to send 
them out.” The Rebbe then concluded, “Instead 
of mentioning this undesirable possibility, 
let us better sing a niggun simcha.” 

Chassidim began to sing the niggun 
“U’beyom Simchas’chem.” At first, the Rebbe 
held a solemn expression, but once he started 
waving his hands and the singing picked up 
steam, his expression became more joyous. 

While clapping his hands and encouraging 
the singing, the Rebbe instructed several of the 
assembled to say l’chaim on a large cup. One of 
them had recently brought some facsimiles of 
rare handwritten manuscripts of the Rambam’s 
Pirush Hamishnayos, which the Rebbe had greatly 
appreciated. When the singing reached a crescendo, 
the Rebbe waved his hands with great energy.

The Rebbe then distributed several bottles of 
l’chaim. Reb Yossel Wineberg received a bottle in 
honor of the farbrengen he was arranging the next 
day, celebrating the printing of the final sefarim of 
Shiurim B’Sefer haTanya (thus completing the set). 

Also receiving bottles were Reb Mordechai 
Avtzon and Reb Dovid Chanzin, for the 
farbrengens that were to be held in their respective 
locations of Hong Kong and Petach Tikvah.

Towards the end of the farbrengen, 
there was a minor scuffle that caused a 
disturbance but was silenced after the Rebbe 
turned and gave a look in that direction. 

After Mincha, the fellow who was responsible 
for the disturbance, approached the Rebbe and 
asked for a bracha that he should be a mentch. 
The Rebbe responded “bekarov mamosh.” 
He then wished the Rebbe a bracha for good 
health, to which the Rebbe answered “amen.”

5680/81-1920/21,5682/83-1922/23
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SUNDAY - 9 SHEVAT

The Rebbe instructed the team of “Sichos In 
English” to prepare a sefer out of the booklets 
they had previously published, to hire more 
editorial staff, and to have the sefer ready by 
the upcoming Erev Shabbos. Indeed, the team 
swiftly got to work, and spent the next few 
days and nights working around the clock 
to have the sefer ready within five days.

MONDAY - YUD SHEVAT

The Rebbe was chazzan for all the 
tefillos. After Shacharis, ten Mitzvah Tanks 
took to the streets to do mivtzoim.

Due to the many visitors, the shul downstairs 
was packed for the farbrengen (even more 
full than Yud-Tes Kislev), especially near the 
bima. As a result, it took a little longer for 
the Rebbe to enter. The Rebbe noticed that 
an elderly man was forced to stand as there 
were no seats, and expressed displeasure. 

Throughout the niggunim, the Rebbe constantly 
encouraged the singing. The Rebbe also said 
l’chaim to the camera crew. At various intervals 
in the farbrengen the Rebbe spoke to Reb Efraim 
Yolles. After the Rebbe said the maamar (Basi 
Legani) ke’ein sicha, Chassidim sang Didan 
Notzach and the Rebbe was particularly joyous.4

Although dollars had been prepared for 
the Rebbe to distribute to the tankisten at 
the end of the farbrengen, the Rebbe did 
not distribute the dollars and left right after 
bracha acharona while singing Ki V’simcha.

TUESDAY - YUD ALEF SHEVAT

Today, the Rebbe arrived in 770, and went into 
his room. Immediately afterward, Rabbi Groner 
announced that the Rebbe would soon distribute 
dollar bills to anyone who would come. A table 
was procured and set up in the lobby outside the 
Rebbe’s room with the dollar bills lined up. 

The Rebbe came out of his room in a silk kapota 
and gartel and began to distribute the dollar bills. 
Every individual who passed by received a dollar. 

At first, there were not many people, but once 
the word of this unprecedented event spread, 
thousands flocked to 770. There were separate 
lines for men, women, and children, and all three 
groups rotated throughout the distribution. 

When the preschool classes in Beis Rivka 
approached the Rebbe, the Rebbe’s face lit up, and 
he nodded to the morahs who brought them.

A Yemenite Jew approached and sang the possuk 
“Yaavducha amim v’yishtachavu lecha leumim” in a 
Yemenite tune, and the Rebbe responded “amen.”

At a certain point, the line was stopped and 
the Rebbe sent out dollars to be distributed 
to those who did not yet receive. Before 
leaving, the Rebbe noticed an elderly woman 
standing by the door and asked her if she had 
received a dollar. When she answered that 
she had not, the Rebbe gave one to her.

Altogether, the Rebbe stood and distributed 
dollars for approximately three consecutive hours. 

Later in the day the Rebbe went to the Ohel. As 
he was about to enter the car, a woman approached 
the Rebbe and asked for tzedakah. The Rebbe gave 
her a coin. She then complained to the Rebbe that 
she had been pushed when trying to approach. 
The Rebbe responded (in English) that they didn’t 

*z    5746-1986
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