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A CHASSIDISHER DERHER



A journalist from Eretz Yisrael wrote to the Rebbe, painting a grim and dark picture of the spiritual

situation in his homeland. His observations led him to believe very little in the potential impact of

his work and so he asks the Rebbe to advise him on how to carry on. The Rebbe responds:

In response to your questions—of course you may show (or convey) the
content of my letter to my relative Reb Avrohom Dovid [Yanovsky], or the
like.

[Me] being here, I cannot point to the [exact] method with which to utilize
your knowledge and influence to impact the greatest number of Jews. But
your [general] approach, in my humble opinion, needs to be from a different
perspective:

We see clearly how so many Jewish people are drowning, rachmana letzlan,
in the sea of ignorance, unaware of the true good; [they lack] knowledge of
our eternal Torah and [Jewish] values, [they have no] knowledge of their
purpose in this world, [no] knowledge of the immense, sublime power hidden
within them—that their soul is literally a part of G-d from Above. Worst of
all: they are ignorant of the very fact that they lack all this knowledge!

Many of them would be unwilling even to engage in conversation [about
these subjects] with [anyone] other than you and your colleagues, or your
students and followers. [Therefore] you have the ability to convey these
awarenesses to them, whether directly or indirectly, or both. Thus, it is not
possible that Hashem will not provide a “bridge” to connect you with them.

Even if you insist that the description of the situation in your letter is
accurate, and you therefore are justified [for not doing enough to this end]—
will this actually [help the situation and] breathe life unto the [dry] bones?

On the contrary: The more you justify yourself, the less chance you’ll
“jump” into this campaign of saving souls, and [the less chance] you’ll bring
others into this campaign.

In their essence, they themselves [—the less fortunate Jews—] await to be
given life and set on their feet. And then they will be, as the Novi says, “A very
great army...”

[The analogy used by the Rebbe of breathing life unto the “dry bones”
alludes to the story of Yechezkel HaNovi; found in Yechezkel 37.

It should be noted that the maaneh printed here is only partial.]

912°W VIYD - PNYRYY N1Yyna
2151 121N (1DNY 1R) NIRINY
2101w TRIN 1012709

NTRA RO NIRINY 9127918
MYsWN PMY T HX¥IY 9127 19IR
YANRT 9173 720 100N N210Y
2"x 7"1y57 Nw AN VIR v

PR WNINA D°K17 210N NXPN
Y 0°2,%"1,0°0210 *”1an 210w
ny>7 )NNARN 2100 NP> T 1TYn
ny>7,0°°N¥IN 11971 1NN
nnon ny>1°,0%1pa 07rpon
02 0°7T11A0 0°9Y101 0'NIXYn
RN DWHIV NP TN - ONXY

5Y Y1 - "wanYynn’'x pon
XN 0AW NP> 1N 1TYn :n1910
J9R 9O Ny 1 1TYn HW

D101 1¥77 XY 9”1nn "D
2121’2 0Y K" - 19°0R 01272
17°2;1YoWIn1 PTYN OY IR
191%2 9”10 ny>1'n ond praynbh
J"R1:0PIVA IR PDPPI IR W
W'Y TN RYY TWOKR IR
9"NR19°0K1 - .0TNRY1 01P°Y
DPKNN 12N2N2W 28170 NRNY
- INPTYNA PTINT NIROXNANY
2"N9RN Mnxyn "n’”’ n1an
NP - NP PIXOW YD RATTRI
"Y19°"w O°15°00 10PN’
W AT NIWD1 NYNN yNanY
M1.07 YXanY )"0 iy

01°’N°Y 0N 0°D¥N ON1PR°10a
'52) 1777 TR10°9A0 YY DI NYN
JIRI RN 9172 9 N (R0210

ADAR 11 5776
A CHASSIDISHER DERHER

15



