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SHEHECHEYANU

In a sicha to N’shei Ubnos Chabad on 25 lyar, a week and a half before Shavuos 5750,
the Rebbe mentioned that in all Jewish homes, it is the woman who ushers in Shabbos
by lighting Shabbos candles, along with her young daughters who are of age who also

kindle and make a bracha on the Shabbos and Yom Tov candles.’

In a footnote to the words “Yom Tov,” it was added that Yom Tov is more special, since
they can make a Shehecheyanu. The Rebbe further suggests that those who are ready
to start lighting should do so on Shavuos, as this would enable them to kindle their

first light with a Shehecheyanu. Then the Rebbe added an interesting note in his holy
handwriting. The following is the footnote in full; the Rebbe’s additions are in bold type:
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11°NAW NO1a 0d - VAl On Yom Tov—they also recite the bracha of Shehecheyanu.
19PN 71911 KT ,1991 Therefore, it is appropriate and fitting that they should begin
2R ANWRIN DYD P99 lighting for the first time en-aYomTov immediately on [this]
Chag HaShavuos, for then they will make a Shehecheyanu [not
only on the Yom Tov but also] on beginning to fulfill [a new]
mitzvah of lighting Shabbos and Yom Tov candles. For those
who will be even more scrupulous and begin on the preceding
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PIDAR L i Shabbos® — a new garment should be purchased for them [so

TSN AT A they could say the bracha of Shehecheyanu on that account].

1  Published in Sefer Hasichos 5750 vol 2, p. 481, fn. 38.

2 Le, at the time the Rebbe said this sicha, there was still one remaining Shabbos before Shavuos.
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