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T H E  F I R S T  S H L U C H I M
In the summer of 5730, Reb Shmuel Langsam 

and Rabbi Shmuel Spritzer approached Rabbi 
Hodakov to request an assignment for Merkos 
Shlichus, specifically asking for the opportunity to 
travel to Alaska.

When Rabbi Hodakov entered the Rebbe’s 
room to discuss the various Merkos Shlichus 
locations, the Rebbe responded affirmatively about 
other locations but did not mention Alaska.

The next day, Rabbi Hodakov came out of the 
Rebbe’s room and said, “For the first time in histo-
ry, Lubavitch is coming to Alaska!”

Rabbi Hodakov added that there were many 
horaos in connection to this shlichus, and that it 
would be quite different from a typical Merkos 
Shlichus trip, i.e. longer and requiring more prepa-
ration. 

Interestingly, the bochurim were told by Rabbi 
Hodakov that they could take time off from their 
Shlichus to see the Northern Lights (that are only 
visible in Alaska), as they are Niflaos HaBorei (the 
wonders of Hashem).

“A L A S K A H A S A N A M E F O R 
B E I N G C O L D,” T H E R E B B E TO L D 
A N A L A S K A N J E W I S H FA M I LY. 
“D O N’T U S E T H E C O L D N E S S 
W H E N I T C O M E S TO Y I D D I S H K E I T. 
O N T H E C O N T R A R Y: H AV E A 
S P EC I A L [ WA R M ] T E M P E R AT U R E—
E S P EC I A L LY F O R A L L M AT T E R S O F 
Y I D D I S H K E I T I N A L A S K A !” 

K N O W N A S A M E R I C A’S ‘L A S T 
F R O N T I E R’,  T H E S TAT E O F 
A L A S K A I S K N O W N F O R I T S 
N AT U R A L B E AU T Y, A N A B U N DA N T 
W I L D L I F E P O P U L AT I O N, A N D 
S O M E O F T H E C O U N T R Y’S M O S T 
FA M O U S N AT I O N A L PA R K S.

T H A N K S TO T H E R E B B E’S 
B R OA D V I S I O N, A L A S K A’S C O L D 
L A N D S C A P E H A S B EC O M E A 
P L AC E E X U D I N G T H E WA R M T H O F 
Y I D D I S H K E I T A N D C H A S S I D U S.

z 5730-1970 61



T H E  PAC I F I C  N O R T H W E S T
Rabbi Sholom Ber Levitin, who traveled on shli-

chus to Seattle in 5733, was appointed by the Rebbe 
for the Pacific Northwest, which included Alaska. 
He held this position until 5751, when Rabbi Yosef 
Greenberg arrived to serve as the Rebbe’s full-time 
Shliach to Alaska.

At the end of Tishrei 5733, before they left on shli-
chus, Rabbi Levitin went into Rabbi Hodakov’s office 
in 770 and was told that he was being appointed as 
the Rebbe’s Shliach to the following places: Wash-
ington, Oregon, Alaska, Idaho, British Columbia and 
Alberta (in Canada) [Rabbi Hodakov mentioned 
that Alaska is not far from Siberia, to which Reb 
Shmuel Levitin (Rabbi Levitin’s grandfather) was 
exiled by the Communists]. Rabbi Hodakov also 
told him that the Shliach of a state is considered the 
“Baal HaBayis” of that place.

In the summer of 5734, Rabbi Levitin traveled 
to Alaska for the first time, and from then on he 
made many such trips, connecting with numerous 
Jews in Alaska, especially the Green brothers, who 
became Chabad’s primary supporters in Alaska for 
many years.

T H E  F I R S T  M I K VA H
Rabbi Yisroel Haber served as a military chaplain in Alas-

ka between the years 5734 and 5736. He merited to build 
the first Mikvah in Alaska, under the supervision of Rabbi 
Yitzchok Hendel and with the assistance of Rabbi Gershon 
Grossbaum.

Due to their involvement with the Mikvah, the Habers 
merited to become close to Chabad and especially the Rebbe, 
receiving many letters in connection to the Mikvah and their 
work with local Jews. They also merited to go into Yechidus 
several times.1

They arrived in Elul 5734. One of the first issues they 
encountered was the lack of a proper Mikvah for them to 
use. They raised the issue with Air Force higher ups, and, 

after consulting with Washington, the Air Force agreed to 
build a Mikvah for the Habers. The Habers reached out to 
several Jewish organizations to seek assistance and guidance 
in constructing the Mikvah, but no help was forthcoming.

B’Hashgacha Pratis, they decided to drive to Alaska from 
New York, stopping in S. Paul, Minnesota to visit a family 
friend. That week, a Chanukas HaBayis was held for a new 
Chabad building. The friend invited them to the event, where 
they were introduced to the local Shluchim, Rabbi Moshe 
Feller and Rabbi Gershon Grossbaum.

When they met the Shluchim, the Habers told them about 
the challenges they were experiencing with the Mikvah proj-
ect. Rabbi Feller immediately informed them that Rabbi 

RABBI SHOLOM BER LEVITIN.
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Grossbaum was an expert on Mikvaos, and that he would 
be happy to travel to Alaska to assist.

Two weeks later, Rabbi Grossbaum sent a letter to Rabbi 
Haber with a general plan for the Mikvah so that he could 
show it to the Air Force engineers stationed there. Before Pu-
rim of that year, the Air Force officially invited Rabbi Gross-
baum to Alaska to help with the construction of the Mikvah.

On Rosh Chodesh Sivan, Rabbi Haber received a letter 
from the Rebbe – written in English – where the Rebbe wrote 
that “Due to the weight of my work I have been unable to 
bless you for your great zechus to build the Mikvah in An-
chorage until now…”

The Rebbe added that he should do everything in his pow-
er to ensure that the largest number of women come to use 
the Mikvah, both people over whom he had direct influence 

as well as their friends and acquaintances. 
The Rebbe also wrote that though one is always obligated 

to influence the Jews in his area, it is doubly true in a case 
where one is in a remote place. It is important to remember 
that Jews are always receptive to Yiddishkeit.

The Rebbe concluded: “May you go from strength to 
strength in all that has been said above, in all aspects of Yid-
dishkeit, which includes also influence to promote among 
non-Jews the observance of the basic Seven Mitzvoth, with 
all their numerous ramifications, which are incumbent upon 
all mankind and the foundation of human society…”

The Rebbe finished off by wishing him a Gut Yom Tov and 
“Kabbolas HaTorah B’simcha Ube’Pnimiyus”.

BUILDING THE FIRST MIKVAH IN ALASKA. RIGHT 
TO LEFT: RABBI GERSHON GROSSBAUM, RABBI 
YITZCHOK HENDEL AND RABBI YISROEL HABER.

THE REBBE’S LETTER TO RABBI YISROEL 
HABER REGARDING BUILDING THE MIKVAH.
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E V E N  O N E  H O U R …
In 5740, Rabbi Haber, who had moved with his family to 

Eretz Yisroel, came back to the US on an Air Force assign-
ment. He was supposed to spend some time in Alabama and 
then return. 

Since they were in the country, they merited to go into 
yechidus with the Rebbe. In the beginning of the Yechidus the 
Rebbe heard Rabbi Haber say something to his son in English. 
The Rebbe asked, “Why do you speak to a child who grew 
up in Eretz Yisroel in English and not in Lashon Hakodesh?”

Before they left yechidus, the Rebbe instructed Rabbi 
Haber to fly to Alaska. The reason the Rebbe gave was to 
“Check the Mikvah there and fix whatever needs to be fixed.” 

Rabbi Haber asked the Rebbe, “How long must I be 
there?” The Rebbe responded, “Even for one hour.” 

The Rebbe’s response was puzzling; Rabbi Haber did not 
understand why the Rebbe needed him to go, as there were 
Shluchim in the Seattle area who could have gone instead.

Rabbi Haber nevertheless booked a flight to Alaska for 
Friday morning, and stayed with the Green brothers for 
Shabbos. 

On Sunday morning he traveled to the Mikvah to inspect 
it and make sure everything was in order. He found nothing 
wrong and still couldn't understand why the Rebbe had sent 
him.

An hour before he was to depart to the airport for his 
return flight, two people approached him. They were broth-
ers, traditional Jews from Philadelphia. They said that they 
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heard that an Orthodox Rabbi was in town and they wanted 
to seek his counsel. 

They told him that their father had recently passed away. 
For business reasons they had to be in Alaska for the year. 
They wanted to say Kaddish for their father, and they wished 
to consult with Rabbi Haber about the possibility of organiz-
ing a Minyan in Anchorage, at least for Shabbos.

Rabbi Haber responded that this would be a great oppor-
tunity to make a regular Minyan in Alaska. He said that he 
could arrange for the Minyan to be held in the living room of 
the Green brothers. Rabbi Haber said that he would arrange 
the Torah and Siddurim for this Minyan.

The Green brothers agreed to host this Minyan, but they 
pointed out to Rabbi Haber that his flight was departing soon, 
and he would be unable to arrange this Minyan before he left.

Mr. Green suggested that he call the manager of the local 
airport, who was a friend of his, and ask him to push off the 
flight for an hour. Mr. Green asked if this would be sufficient, 
and Rabbi Haber responded that he thought he would be able 
to arrange a Minyan within the hour.

Rabbi Haber called several of his friends in Anchorage 
and asked whether they could come help make the Minyan 
on Shabbos. Soon enough, he had collected enough com-
mitments for them to have a regular Minyan every Shabbos.

Thus, the first Orthodox Shul in Alaska was founded. 
When Rabbi Greenberg came, he transformed it into a 
Chabad House. This was all arranged in one hour, exactly 
as the Rebbe said…

THE NEWSPAPERS REPORT ON THE ARRIVAL OF RABBI NECHEMIA KESSLER AND 
RABBI LIPA BRENNAN WHO CAME ON MERKOS SHLICHUS TO ALASKA.
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“ W E  W I L L  T H I N K  A B O U T  T H E M … ”
In the summer of 5736, Rabbi Nechemia Kessler 

and Rabbi Lipa Brennan traveled on Merkos Shli-
chus to Alaska. Before they left, they asked Rabbi 
Hodakov how to behave with regard to the zmanim 
of Shabbos in the summer in a place that has no Tzeis 
Hakochavim. Rabbi Hodakov instructed them to ask 
Rabbi Zalman Shimon Dvorkin.

Rabbi Dvorkin told them that since Rabbi Hendel 
and Rabbi Grossbaum, who were involved in building 
the Mikvah in Alaska, were in 770 at the time, they 
should ask them.

Rabbi Hendel instructed them to keep the zmanim 
of the closest Jewish community, i.e. Seattle. If they 
were in Anchorage, where there is always shkiah even 
in the summer, they should keep the local zmanim. 

However, with regard to the northernmost regions, 
which have neither sunset nor sunrise, he did not have 

a satisfactory answer.
They returned to Rabbi Hodakov and asked him 

what to do about the Zmanei Tefillah and what they 
should do when they were in the northern region of 
Alaska.

Rabbi Hodakov said he would ask the Rebbe, and 
the Rebbe said that they should daven at the times 
of the minyanim in 770: Shacharis at 9:30, Mincha 
at 3:15 and Maariv at 9:30. The Rebbe added: “[If] 
they will think about us, we will think about them.”

At a certain point they wanted to travel to a remote 
town in the north of Alaska. It was only reachable by 
traveling on a small airplane. They called Rabbi Ho-
dakov and asked whether they should go, and Rabbi 
Hodakov told them that they should not fly on a plane 
that had only one engine.
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WA R M  I T  U P !
On 28 Shevat 5752, Rabbi Yosef Greenberg, who had 

recently moved to Alaska as the first permanent Shliach 
in the state, came to the Rebbe with his family for dol-
lars. The Rebbe gave a dollar to their son Mendy. Rabbi 
Groner said that these were the Shluchim to Alaska and 
that they would be returning in a few days. 

Rabbi Greenberg relates: “The Rebbe gave me a dollar 
and then turned to my son and gave him another dollar. 
The Rebbe said, ‘He should give it” and then stopped and 
asked, ‘Is he also traveling to Alaska?’ The Rebbe gave me 
another dollar and said to give it to tzedakah in Alaska. 

“My wife was holding our daughter Chaya Mushka. 
The Rebbe took two dollars and placed them on her, 
saying, ‘Bracha V’Hatzlacha’. He then gave my wife two 
dollars, and said, ‘One dollar here, one dollar in Alaska, 
Hatzlacha Rabbah U’Muflaga’...

“After we had already moved on to Gan Eden Ha-
tachton, the Rebbe began to give a dollar to the person 
behind us, and suddenly stopped and called out to us, 
‘You should make over there…’, so we turned around and 
came back. The Rebbe proclaimed in a loud voice, with 
a radiant smile, ‘You should make it warm over there!”2

1. See "A Rabbi's Northern Adventure" by Yisroel Haber.
2.  Teshura Greenberg-Hertzel 3 Nissan 5781.

RABBI YOSEF 
GREENBERG AND HIS 

TWO YOUNG CHILDREN 
RECEIVE DOLLARS  

FROM THE REBBE, 28 
SHEVAT 5752.
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