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CHESHVAN 5780

A CHASSIDISHER DERHER

...Many of those who came before us, and those before them, did not fight a preemptive
battle [against assimilation], but instead sufficed with the fact that they studied Torah,
prayed, and performed mitzvos... We need to start a preemptive battle: entering foreign
territory - and being involved with their youth; the younger ones and the older ones,
and to illuminate them with the light of mitzvos and Torah, time and again.

Do not be disappointed if you don’t succeed in the first attempt, nor should you be
surprised. For why should you succeed if you know that you aren’t a good soldier,
and you don’t have the necessary weapons? The yetzer hara inside you doesn’t let you
fight this war with the necessary energy. The solution is not to retreat, but to advance
with self-sacrifice and more strength and energy. Then, even an outnumbered and
outgunned force can be more successful than a large, heavily-armed force that doesn’t
have the necessary energy and self-sacrifice.’

In honor of the Kinus Hashluchim Haolami, we present a selection
of stories and vignettes with the Rebbe’s directives to Shluchim,
culled from the book Shlichus on Campus.
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This relationship - the key to all the issues

Rabbi Shmuel Lew relates: At one point, I was dealing with a student who had gotten
involved with a devout Christian girl. Now, I would raise money for students to go to
Hadar Hatorah or Morristown, where they would be able to have a yechidus with the
Rebbe, and we invested tremendous effort in connecting this student with the Rebbe.
When he went into yechidus, around Purim 5733*, his tzetel was full of questions about
emunah and Yiddishkeit. As soon as he handed the Rebbe his tzetel, the Rebbe began
speaking about the fact that intermarriage is a negative thing—it’s bad for the Jew, it’s bad
for the non-Jew, and it’s especially bad for the children who will be born.

What was shocking about this was that he hadn’t written a word about intermarriage
on his tzetel—and I hadn’t told the Rebbe about it either!

The student protested that this wasn’t the subject of his letter.

“But this is the key to your issues,” the Rebbe replied, and added, “It would be good if
you enrolled in a yeshiva.”

The student replied, “Rabbi Lew told me to go to yeshiva for six weeks!”

“That’s not enough time,” the Rebbe said. “Go for a half a year”

“How can I go for a half a year?!” the student said.

“It’s not a prison!” the Rebbe replied. “No one will force you to stay” The student
indeed joined the yeshiva.

During this time, he began becoming closer to Yiddishkeit. His father even called me
and thanked me for bringing back his only son. After Pesach 5733%, he went to study in
Morristown, and was making good progress.

About eight months later, he went home in England, for what he said would be a few
day visit—but he didn’t come back. I asked the Rebbe for guidance on how to deal with the
situation, especially since I was the one who had “allowed” him to go home for a few days.

The Rebbe answered me during yechidus; afterwards I wrote up a transcript which I
gave to the Rebbe to edit. The following is an edited transcript of my yechidus: “Discuss
this with people who know him and his parents. Try getting him involved in the work of
Beis-Lubavitch [of London], because that way he will find enjoyment in [Jewish] things,
and he will detach himself from negative matters. Put effort into finding him a concrete
proposal for a shidduch, something that seems to fit for him; don’t just give him musar [to
find a shidduch]. Through this approach, whatever needs to change will change. [Rabbi
Lew added in his note:] I am asking if I remember this correctly”

[In the next part of his transcript of the yechidus, Rabbi Lew asked the Rebbe a follow
up question: If bochurim from Morristown, who had become friends with this bochur,
should contact him and ask him to come back. The Rebbe answered that they should.]

In his tzetel, Rabbi Lew wrote that he felt very down about the fact that this bochur
seemed to have reverted to his previous ways, and that perhaps he should stop working
with students altogether.

The Rebbe told him: “Regarding what you write about your own situation: These
thoughts come from ‘the left side. Toras Emes tells us that [the yetzer hara] is an old and
foolish king. It’s surprising that you would listen to a fool.”

The end of this story is a happy one: with a lot of effort, this bochur remained religious,
and went on to build a beautiful Jewish home.

I've worked with many, many people on the issue of intermarriage, trying to make
them understand the terrible mistake involved, and I continue to do so until today. Some
are successful, others aren’t... I can write a book just about this topic. No situation is
similar to the other, and each case requires a different approach. The goal is clear: to bring
them the light of Torah. But how to do that, what keli will get through to this individual—
that is something that must be evaluated in each case separately.

PINNY LEW
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Rabbi Lew’s yechidus with the Rebbe’s edits:
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It’s like someone who
wants to commit suicide
Rabbi Kasriel Kastel of

Tzach relates: From the
beginning of my time {
working in Tzach, all my

correspondence with people
regarding their questions in Yiddishkeit
and so on was checked over by the Rebbe,
whether it was in relation to our Evenings
with Chabad, or our other activities. I
would send in the person’s letter together
with my reply, and the Rebbe would give
his guidance and notes. Usually we would
receive the answers right away. The Rebbe
gave some very fascinating directives to me
through this avenue, which continued for
many years, until sometime in the 5730s*.
As an example, this is a response that
the Rebbe sent to someone exhorting him
against intermarriage, and he passed it on
through me. It was around 5743*:
7172w 05 17207 917,793 1IX 1 OXY 1173
72 TN DY N2 TI0X K10 9”10 TTTPWN N°10NY
NnNXA Y W’ OR31.12170N 22w Pa,nYrava
1979X1.1071 JIORY 107100 RY PYR "WIIR WA NDR
TR TIRY 1XYW INIRD NNITTA,NXIY MR OXA
YT 1mxY
“Obviously, if you so wish, you can
explain to her that the planned marriage is
a tragedy [even] in this world—for her and
for him. If she truly has humane feelings
towards him, she would never allow him
to fall into such a tragedy. Even if he says
that he does want it—it can be compared
to someone who says that he wants to
commit suicide”
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Teach Chassidus as it is,
or bring it down?

Rabbi Zalman Gafni, director of Or
Temimim, relates: In a yechidus, I once asked
the Rebbe the following question: When we
are teaching Chassidus to our students, what
approach should we take—should we teach
them the subjects as they are, and expect
them to bring themselves up to our standards,
or should we bring the subjects down to their
level?

The Rebbe told me that both are, in
fact, true: The main point is to give them
the concepts of Chassidus exactly as they
are, and the person giving the shiur has the
responsibility of figuring out how to do so. At
the same time, the style in which it’s explained
must be according to the listeners. The Rebbe
added that it would be very good to teach
them subjects that are connected to that time
of the year, because it is very good for the
students to see the connection between their
studies and what they actually have to do.

TZ GIVES
A SHIUR TO YOUNG STUDENTS,
LOS ANGELES, CA, 5742.
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Make sure the
teachers prepare

“In his early years on campus,” Rabbi
Mendel Schwartz relates, “my father,
Rabbi Shlomo Schwartz, proposed
to arrange a temporary baal teshuva
yeshivah for 10 days during the summer,
when the students were off from school.
Upon Rabbi Cunin’s suggestion, he wrote
a long, eight page duch to the Rebbe,
describing every detail of the planning
and schedule, from the food being served
to the length of the classes. The Rebbe
answered, pretty quickly, with a single
line: Make sure the teachers prepare.

“He really took that directive to
heart. From then on, until his last days,
he would always make sure to prepare
before teaching, and never try to speak
off the cuff. Even in his last weeks, when
he was very sick and was teaching basics
in Yiddishkeit that he knew very well—
he prepared for every class.”

*E) 5736-1975

LEVI FREIDIN VIA JEM 142601
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Should | do mivtzoim on campus?
Rabbi Bentzion Stein of Michigan relates:?
“Over the years, I wrote a number of times to the Rebbe detailing various challenges I faced from my yetzer hara, and
I was privileged to receive many replies from the Rebbe. One of these replies was during the time that the Rebbe began
encouraging mivtzoim, specifically on college campuses. The Rebbe encouraged this tremendously. I was a bochur at the
time and I was uncertain whether to involve myself in mivtzoim on campus: On the one hand, I faced challenges from my
yetzer hara, which might be exacerbated if I did mivtzoim on campus, but on the other hand, the Rebbe was tremendously
encouraging mivtzoim on campus. When I entered yechidus for my birthday I asked the Rebbe what to do. The Rebbe
answered:
9P IYAR .AXIN NP0 NN IR0 YRTA IR 1R N117990 011110 77 92711,010P101R U?’HYWITR J0?IDWIRD 1Y §IRT 110 92 710 - YPRO
[0°1 271R] ;1O PT AP IRT “DIRID” 171K V22 Y WTR IR, “VIRID” 192IR 772 IRT P IR, 1R NP2ON 7T PPRO DRIT,ORTIRD XK 11T
119 17 IPT OXT 'R N12°W7 PR 1IN K, 1T P11 PR IRT PAYPT T X702 .JIRNA PIORP IR PP DY IR1,199PN 071 VP11 OXT TN 17192 DY’ TR
NXD IRV PIRTA TR PR AINI 7T IWIAR,0XP? TOIRT 173 071 VOIRT RYN2,2110777I41X 211P3 071 VORI 1T IR VD7D 17 TIRIT XD N2 3110770
VNN AXIN PR N1Ynn
It is true that the bottom line is that Yiddishkeit must be spread everywhere, because the Divine intent is for the
wellsprings to reach the outside. But this can be compared to a soldier: His purpose is to go to the front, yet before he
can go to the front, he must train. If he doesn’t, not only will [his presence on the battlefield] not help, it can make things
worse. The same applies to you: When a bochur is in yeshiva, this is the time to train, so since you feel that you are not yet
adequately prepared, you should not go there now. But the [Divine] intent is that the wellsprings of Chassidus be spread to
the outside, literally.

Make sure they only light
candles before shkia
In a yechidus Rabbi Shmuel Lew had on 25
Tishrei 5735%, the Rebbe told him:
YR, RTI TYIPA VIR OIRT DPYOIDAYR 7T Ya1d
JTPNIN 1IRT T JAPT,0YPOIYTIV0 PIX T {PIOYI OY
MDY 021 PY>1IPT IPI?T T 1IN 19708, NIY IRD VI
PIPIYIR VN TP IR, WWAR NTIXND PIPTIR P17 IRV 1N
MY PW 7T IRD TIPNIX WWIN 19P7 77 7T 1RO ORI
TXN P10 7T 71 DRT PPA TIRJTIXIR 071 IR IPTIR
XN IRT R N0 T TYRIN.07PNAIID TN 0°1,07P2P 7Y
DRT IRV T IR TR VDVYA 1T IR, T 722 VDVPI 1T ORI
XN PX,INIRV 071 DRT Y0P T 19IRT NP°PY 1IRD V2]
JAYRD DRT T VY1,YIPYIY IR TR °T DRI, 0°P2Y9Y
Regarding the campuses there: it would be
fitting, because there are also female students
there, that you should see to it that they light
candles before Shabbos, even if they aren’t yet up
to observing other mitzvos. However, you should
only talk [about Shabbos candles] with those who
will certainly either light before shkiah, or not light
at all. They can be influenced to do this based on
integrity, not religiousness: Since they’re doing it
because you are asking them to, and you are asking
them that if they don’t do it before shkiah, it is
better that they don’t do it at all, out of integrity—
for the girl has integrity—she will listen to this.?
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Magilla Gorilla

Rabbi Shlomo Kugel, shliach in Manhattan, relates:

“During my time as a shliach at Columbia University, I copied a
program that another shliach had done, which I liked. He called it
‘U.P.S.—United Purim Service. He had a flyer, which I copied, offering

students to order mishloach manos to be delivered by a clown on the day
of Purim, on campus.

“The top half of the flyer said, “This is the whole Megillah, and the bottom half had
more text. It said, ‘All Jews have heard of Magilla Gorilla, but most Jews haven’t heard of
the real Megillah’ Magilla Gorilla was a popular cartoon back then. The back of the flyer
had all the technical details. I handed the flyer in to the Rebbe, as I would with any peulah
I did. This was during the 5740s* and it was very unusual for the Rebbe to respond to
these things in such detail.

“Shortly after I submitted this flyer, I got a call—I think it was from Reb Binyomin Klein—
who told me that the Rebbe edited the flyer. If I wanted to see it, I would have to come

to the office of the mazkirus. I immediately went to the office. Much to my amazement,

the Rebbe edited the entire flyer, back and front. They didn’t let me keep the original
handwritten edits, but I took careful notes and copied it onto a flyer. Since then my notes
have been lost, but I remember the Rebbe’s notes clearly.

“First of all, the Rebbe crossed out ‘Magilla Gorilla’

“Then the Rebbe crossed out ‘most’ in ‘most Jews haven’t heard of the real Megillah,
and instead wrote %ot all’. Later on, the flyer said, ‘On Purim, Jews share in joy and
revelry’ The Rebbe crossed out ‘revelry’

“On the back, there were several differently-priced mishloach manos options; a more
expensive one included a bottle of wine. The Rebbe wrote:

1NDYIVNA 0710 NP A1 PRY NpWN1 19°9NnY 'RT1D

It would be ideal to switch this for a beverage that would not become unkosher if touched by
a non-Jew.

“Then the Rebbe wrote:

1MXY 7191 Y01 P01 'R

It would be ideal to add, in its own paragraph—

“And here I don’t remember the exact wording, but the Rebbe said it would be ideal
to add all of the mitzvos of Purim to the flyer, which originally had only mentioned this
program. Then the Rebbe said that I should add:

D°1Y5 "1V

Two pennies.

“This would enable people to fulfill the mitzvah of matanos laevyonim on the spot.”

52 CHESTUAN SRR &



Meet the students where they are, and
bring them closer to where you are
Rabbi Dov Hillel Klein, shliach to Northwestern
University in Evanston, IL, relates:
“In 5748%, three years after I moved out on shlichus, I

went by dollars together with a baal-habos. I mentioned to
RABBI DOV HILLEL KLEIN IN the Rebbe that this supporter was helping us on campus,
CONVERSATION WITH A STUDENT. il iThe Rakhe il as Tilaws

“Meet the students where they are, and bring them
closer to where you are’

“I didn’t ask the Rebbe at the time what he meant by that,
but I understood it to mean that I should meet the students
where they’re at, on campus—maybe we weren’t doing
enough mivtzoim on campus—and I have to bring them to
where I'm at, the Chabad House.

“More spiritually, meet them where they’re at—don’t
be afraid of how far they are from Yiddishkeit, and inspire
them and bring them to the Rebbe”

American youth are enthused to be on a team
0N 1YY N17°D X°2° NIV 0°TRYNN 172 071910 NXIPA 07171 Nnd RAXNNW 0nn TR TRN2 0710
TR 11121 0719 JWNRNA1,0°11 0170 077N YY 1970w K192 190w HRIW A RIRI1 W W 0°12190 NINd
PN NI TY PIT27M,RO D7 IPIN AN WY PR3 NTPNAY 017 N1 ATY 117D 0TPA 1720 1709 N30
191991 PP0DYR YT 19 w2 kY a1 Team 0°0 YW 191X ONY W 011770 2INK 01N 2“N1XIRAY
I was extremely pleased by the fact that you have created learning competitions among the
students. I am certain that this will bear fruit—awakening their inner strengths, which exist
in every Jew, so that they are revealed and influence their day-to-day lives. Along these lines,
your idea to make a minyan for them is very good, for this will allow for the election of a
gabbai and a shamash from among the youth themselves. As is well-known, American youth
are very enthused to be on a team, which must then have a leader, a captain, etc. etc.* @

1. Third day of Chol Hamoed Sukkos 5717; Toras Menachem vol 18 p. 64.
2. Teshurah Slonim-Stein 5768

3. Teshurah Vigler-Law 5763

4. Igros Kodesh vol 10, Letter 3009
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