
Ksav Yad Kodesh

Force-Feeding 
the Horse

Postscript of a letter to Reb Yitzchok Dubov in which he asked the Rebbe 
about how to best approach his efforts in hafatzas hamaayanos:  

לזכות 
 הרה״ת ר׳ נחום צבי 

 וזוגתו מרת דבורה לאה 
ומשפחתם שיחיו 

מאנגעל

 לחיזוק התקשרותם 
לכ״ק אדמו״ר

To spend a lot of time now for advanced study of English—
is not worthwhile for you. [This,] in accordance with 
the words of the Rebbe, my father-in-law: How long 
can we drag the trough  (i.e. Torah and mitzvos) to the 
horse? It is time for the horse to go to the trough!1

(Igros Kodesh vol. 3, p. 337)

1.	 I.e. although we do try as best we can to make Torah and mitzvos accessible for every 
Jew, at some point there needs to be effort made on the part of the student to learn and 
understand. As such, when the shliach speaks English with an accent he should not feel the 
need to spend time fixing it.

לבלות עתה הרבה זמן להשתלמות באנגלית 
- אין כדאי בשבילו. וע"פ מאמר כ"ק מו"ח 

אדמו"ר הכ"מ: וויפעל א שיעור טראגען 
די קאריטע )עניני תומ"צ( צום פערד, שוין 
צייט דער פערד זאל גיין צו דער קאריטע.
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