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A DAY OF GREAT UNITY

A special day like Yud Aleph Nissan illuminates our lives
as Chassidim in so many ways.

Examining the Rebbe’s new kapitel for this year, there is
a message of unity and ahavas Yisroel, which is especially
connected with Yud-Aleph Nissan:

The Rebbe explains that the general message of this
kapitel, 25p 090N, is one of unity and peace. Moreover, it’s
about the unity brought about amongst the Jewish people
through the city of Yerushalayim. The possuk says, "mywr
111’ 1% 7731w 17w "11an—The built up city of Yerushalyim is
like a city that was built up within itself."

Chazal say that the city of Yerushalayim makes all its
inhabitants into “chaverim,” i.e. members of the same
halachic status. No matter what their differences are outside
of the city, Yerushalayim has the power to unite all the Jewish
people into one. Much like the revelation of G-dliness that
was felt at Har Sinai had the power to transform all the
Jewish people into “one man with one heart,” the G-dliness in
the city of Yerushalayim similarly accomplishes this sense of
oneness.'

In a similar vein, the Rebbe explained many times that
there is a unifying power in the nossi hador that brings all
the Yidden of his generation together as one. Based on
Rashi’s words on Chumash that “95n x1n x°win—the leader
of the generation is one and the same with everyone in his



generation,” all Yidden of the generation become like
one entity. All their varying levels of intellectual and
spiritual capabilities melt away with their connection to
the nossi, the “heart” of the people.

As we know from the mitzvah of Hakhel, each and
every Yid is required to hear the words of Torah from
the mouth of the king, no matter what the extent of
his or her comprehension is. Because the king’s very
presence inspires a bittul, resulting in an awe and
reverence for Hashem that transcends all possible
differences.?

It follows that connecting with the nossi brings
Yidden together and strengthens a sense of ahavas
Yisroel.

“This should not even feel like ahavas chinam,” the
Rebbe once explained. “You're not loving the other
without cause. You are both... under the care of the
same faithful shepherd, the Rebbe, my father-in-law...”

On Yud-Aleph Nissan, a day when we all come to be
with the Rebbe, whether physically traveling to be in the
Rebbe’s presence or by strengthening our connection
to the Rebbe, the unity of all the Jewish people shines
brighter than ever.

—~

Further in the kapitel, the possuk says, “198w

AR 1YW 0Hw1 mYw—Seek out the welfare

GOT FEEDBACK?

Share your feedback with us:
feedback(@derher.org

of Yerushalayim; may those who love you enjoy
tranquility...”

The Rebbe explains that the first half of the possuk
tells us that when Yerushalayim is not “at peace,” i.e.
in the time of galus, we are supposed to “seek out”
and request from Hashem, with a sense of longing, its
immediate restoration with the coming of Moshiach.
At the same time however, we can already reach a
higher level—the tranquility of geulah, when we will
feel “anR”—a love of Hashem in its purest form. We
can already implement this in our daily lives, by living
“higher,” in a manner of geulah, not paying attention to
all the disturbances of galus.*

With that, we will indeed merit the ultimate geulah,
and the rebuilding of Yerushalayim in the physical sense
too, and we will be reunited with the Rebbe, our nossi
and our melech, may it be teikef umiyad Mammash!

The Editors
oYn nNR YNpn NIv 1’own’n 1R v
MV 07w RN

1.  See 20 Cheshvan 5742, Hisvaaduyos 5742 vol. 1, p. 407.

2. Seesichas 11 Shevat 5748, Sefer Hasichos 5748 vol. 1, p. 229-
230, and fn. 20.

3. 26 Tishrei 5744, Sefer Hasichos 5744 vol. 1, p
4. Shabbos Parshas Emor 5749, Sefer Hasichos 5749, vol. 2, p. 446.
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Yud-Gimmel Nissan, Erev
Shabbos

The bochurim went today to the matzah bakery to
participate in baking the Rebbe’s matzos. Once they were
ready, the Rebbe began distributing the matzos while
standing at the door of his room. Each person who passed
by received two pieces of matzah from the Rebbe’s hand,
and to some of the eltere Chassidim the Rebbe gave shlei-
mos (whole matzos). Along with the matzah came the
Rebbe’s bracha for “ah kosheren un ah freilichen Pesach”

First Night of Pesach

Following Maariv, the Rebbe went to visit the
bochurim’s seder which was held in the building of Beis
Rivkah.! The Rebbe did a quick inspection of the prem-
ises, giving the kitchen a more thorough inspection.

As every year, the Rebbe’s seder was held in the
Frierdiker Rebbe’s apartment, and it began a little after
nine oclock. Throughout the seder, the Rebbe did not
talk at all and glanced numerous times at the Frierdiker
Rebbe’s chair. (Note: Due to space constraints we have
not included the many minhagim of the Rebbe that were
witnessed at the seder.?)

As the Rebbe began leaving to go downstairs after the
seder, Chassidim standing outside in the hallway began
to sing the niggun “Keili Ata” When the Rebbe came
out into the hallway, the singing stopped and the Rebbe
began to talk.

The Rebbe repeated what the Frierdiker Rebbe once
said regarding the niggun “Keili Ata,” that singing it is
a segula for “gilui Eliyahu.” Eliyahu is the one who will
herald Moshiach’s arrival, thereby making this a niggun
that prepares us for Moshiach. Therefore, the Rebbe said,
it should be sung bsimcha, and this should be a segula for
Eliyahu HaNavi to come and announce the arrival of the
geulah haamitis v’hashleima, lemata meuasara tefachim!

As soon as the Rebbe finished speaking, the assembled
Chassidim broke out into joyous dancing and singing,
while the Rebbe clapped his hands along with tremen-
dous simcha.

The Rebbe then went downstairs to his room, and
when he reached the door he stopped, and—leaning with
his shoulder on the doorpost—began to speak.

The Rebbe went on to say a few more sichos, inter-
spersed with niggunim and more dancing. The Rebbe

spoke then with great emotion, and when he talked about
how the neshama is a wnn Yynn np1YxR PN, he gestured
with his hand towards a few Chassidim standing nearby
and said, “And this neshama is to be found in your body,
and in your body... and in all those who are standing
here..” The Rebbe made a gesture with his hand towards
those standing a bit further away, and added, “As well as
in all those who I can not point to with my finger”

The Rebbe also spoke about how mitzvos have an
everlasting impact (yichud nitzchi). The Rebbe took Reb
Zalman Duchman’s beard in his hand, and said: “When
a Yid says Tehillim for five minutes, it is not [just] five
minutes—nor s’iz an inyan nitzchi—it is eternal.”

Afterwards, the Rebbe said that Rabbi Mentlik should
go and dance with all his current talmidim (in 770), as
well as those he taught in the past. Some of the peo-
ple standing there did not want to move away from the
Rebbe and join the dancing, so the Rebbe asked many
of the assembled if they had learnt from Rabbi Mentlik.
Eventually, the Rebbe himself joined the dancing, all the
while exhibiting tremendous simcha.

Afterwards, the Rebbe said another sicha while sur-
rounded by a circle of Chassidim, and then he went to
his room.

After a while, the Rebbe came out of his room wearing
his coat, and headed to the small zal. The Rebbe stood at
the entrance to the large zal and instructed all those pres-
ent to go inside and dance. The Rebbe even took many
people with his hand and gave them a push inside...

When the Rebbe left to go home, those who were
present began to sing “Ki Bsimcha” while following the
Rebbe outside to escort him home. The Rebbe motioned

5

g el

?RE- RR

THE BUILDING AT 823 EASTERN PARKWAY, WHERE THE BOCHURIM
HELD THEIR SEDER VISITED BY THE REBBE
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Stories of the Rebbe

My father was raised in a traditional Jewish home in Chi-
cago. He discovered Chassidus at a young age and began
developing a close connection to the Rebbe; a connection
which would last throughout his entire life. He was gifted
with a brilliant mind and eventually became an awarded
and world-renowned scientist working for the United States
government, specifically the Defense Department, as a frum,
hat and jacket wearing Lubavitcher Chossid in Washington,
DC. He would receive constant encouragement from the
Rebbe because of what he would be able to achieve for the
Jewish people and the safety of Eretz Yisroel.

Once, when a private job—one that came with a signifi-
cant pay raise—was offered to him, the Rebbe told him, “Let
them see in Washington that a frum Jew can rise this high
and do this well”

Most of his research and work was—and still remains—
highly confidential. I can share that some of his work was in
the development of a number of advanced fighter jets and the
Patriot missile defense system. While helping develop these
defense technologies, he showed up each day in the office
dressing—and acting—proudly like a Chosid, with a Tanya
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“Is He Working

On His
Inventions?”

The following story is one of many from the
lifelong relationship of Rabbi Dr. Naftali Berg with
the Rebbe, as told by his daughter, Rivka Reintez.

Written By:
Rabbi Shabi Soffer and Rabbi Tzemach Feller

in his pocket and Rambam in his hand.

When I was a young child, my father was diagnosed with
leukemia. Despite aggressive treatment, he eventually reached
the point where the doctors informed him that his life expec-
tancy was six months. Around the time that we received
this terrible prognosis, my parents and I went to the Rebbe
at Sunday dollars for my 17th birthday, on 2 Nissan 5751*.

My father informed the Rebbe of a special procedure they
would be trying in the coming weeks, and requested a bracha
that it should be successful. The Rebbe gave a bracha for a
successful and speedy recovery, and immediately reminded
him that he is currently in the middle of writing a book, and
wished him continued success in his endeavors and that he
should earn awards for his work.

Afterwards, the Rebbe gave me a dollar and a bracha for
my birthday, then suddenly he called my mother back and
said “this is for the wedding, at an auspicious hour” which
was quite odd considering that it was my 17th birthday, and
I had no plans to get married. My father privately wondered
if the fact that the Rebbe called only my mother back to give
this unusual bracha meant that he wouldn't live to see my



