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 לזכות

‘ מנחם מענדל יחי
 לאשקאר ‘שי

לרגל בואו בקשרי 
שידוכין עם בת גילו 

 ‘שתחי

שיבנו בית נאמן בישראל 
בנין עדי עד על יסודי 

התורה והמצוה כפי שהם 
מוארים במאור שבתורה 
 זו היא תורת החסידות  
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Pearls from the 

Farbrengen 

 

כללות עבודתו של יהודי במשך כל 
ימי חייו עלי אדמות...שבזה נכללים 
כל עניני התורה ומצוותי׳ שעל ידם 

פועל יהודי נח״ר למעלה...לא 
בשביל זה ירדה הנשמה לעולם, כי 

אם כדי לעשות טובה ליהודי 
 בגשמיות, ובפרט ברוחניות!...

 

...בהתוועדות זו לקחו, כמובן, קצת 
משקה, כידוע פתגם החסידים: 

״ניע פאמאזשיש ניע פאיעדיש״... 
שיש ״לשמן״ את  —שתוכנו 

ה״גלגלים״ בכוסית של ״חסידישע 
 .משקה״



The weeks before Yud Alef Nissan are special. They carry 
an aura of anticipation and excitement that fills the air, calling  
the Chassidim to rise to the moment. The joy bubbled beneath 
the surface, erupting in dances and song. Finding two 
chassidim dancing on Kingston Ave. their abandoned cars a 
distant memory, oblivious to all honks and horns as they lift 
their feet in ecstatic joy, would raise no eyebrows. Indeed, this 
was no uncommon scene. 

Yud Alef Nissan is a day of celebration. Not only for the 
Rebbe in a personal way, which would have already been 
enough for the Chassidim, but because it is the birthday— the 
day when מזלו גובר of the Nosi— it is the birthday of the entire 
Dor Hashevi.  

The Yud Alef Nissan celebration reaches new heights each 
year. On the decade anniversaries, the Yom Tov is even 
greater. The first official Yud Alef Nissan Farbrengen was in 
honor of the Rebbe’s sixtieth 
birthday in 5752. The next was 
the Yud Alef Nissan Farbrengen 
of 5732, the Rebbe’s seventieth 
birthday. [This is the famous 
farbrengen about Man of the 
Year, not retiring and 71 new 
mosdos.] 

This year is yet another ten-
year milestone, the one 
hundred and tenth year of the 
Rebbe.  

The Love of Chassidim 

The love Chassidim feel for 
their Rebbe is legendary. A reporter once visited the Rebbe 
and among his questions he asked: “Why is it that the 
Chassidim love you so much?” The Rebbe answered: “Because 
my love for them is overflowing.” 

One of the signs of Chassidim’s love to the Rebbe is in the 
personal relationship, not only in the big projects. For many 
Chassidim this means they would give the Rebbe a present in 
honor of his birthday. 

In the earlier years the Yud Alef Nissan Farbrengen would 
include a unique scene. Between sichos a procession of diverse 
individuals would walk up to the Rebbe. Some would be 
carrying boxes, other envelopes, and others would be holding 
a few papers. Each person would have a few moments to walk 
over to the Rebbe, present their gift, wish him L’chaim and 
step away. The stack of boxes would gradually grow through 
the evening, spilling into a few piles as the collection  
increased. At the end of the Farbrengen the Rebbe would take 

all of them to his room where he would decide where they 
would go. Most ended up in the Library. 

After 5738, this practice was stopped because it was taking 
too much of the Rebbe’s time. From then, all gifts would be 
brought to Mazkirus who would bring them in to the Rebbe.  

The Rebbe appreciated the gifts, thanking those who 
brought or sent them, both by letter and during the 
Farbrengen, wishing them the fullfill ment of the heart’s 
desires.  

General gifts 

What types of gifts would people give? What gift is 
appropriate give a Rebbe? 

Understandably, the gift would have some sort of 
ruchniyusdike connection even if it was a physical gift. By the 
Farbrengen of Yud Alef Nissan 5737 (a video of this is 
avaiable) two painters, father and son, gave the Rebbe a 

portrait they made of him. Keys to 
new Chabad Houses, new sforim, 
Ksovim, and the like would also be 
a gift of choice. For example Reb 
Zalmon Jaffe wanted to give the 
Rebbe the first copy of the 
Hebrew-English Tanya on Yud 
Alef Nissan. (Unfortunately things 
dragged along and the Tanyas 
were only ready by Shavuos, but 
that is a story for itself.) 

The other type of gift is the 
ruchniyus one. One hundred 
teffilin before Yud Alef Nissan, a 

new Mitzva Tank, fifty Yidden who learn Torah once a week. 
Or it might be learning twenty maamorim by heart, sixty blatt 
Gemara by heart, learning every day for an extra five minutes 
out of seder, spending a few more minutes on davening. 

Once the Rebbe actually spoke about his preferred gift: 

“Now is the time to add: 

“Because there are those who are preparing for [my] 
birthday, and they are thinking, what should the preparation 
consist of, Tzedaka (which is also connected to Purim) or 
perhaps Torah… 

“Now is the time to make clear, first and foremost the 
emphasis should be on Inyanim of Torah. And not by giving 
away money, Tzedaka, for those learning Torah and Torah 
institutions, although Tzedaka is also commendable and brings 
down many great brochos, rather by actually learning Torah. 

“In other words, plain and simply said, those who wish to 
give presents, and no-one is required to do so, should add in 
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Torah. 

“Although in general one cannot make conditions on a gift, 
the whole point is to give nachas ruach, [so I am making clear 
what I prefer].  Whatever it might be, Tzedaka in this way, 
more activites, good actions, its nachon, and tov, and yashar, 
and naim, (with all the 15 expressions in Vaytziv V’nachon) 
everyone should add in some way in Torah study. 

“And as mentioned earlier [in the sicha] both in Nigla and in 
Chassidus.” 1 

Not Enough 

The first group of Talmidim HaShluchim to Miami arrived in 
Chesvan 5734 to be the core of a new Lubavitcher Yeshiva.  
Among their many peulos, they would arrange farbrengens for  
Miami and its surrounding communities. By one of the first 
farbrengens the bochurim decided that they want to give the 
Rebbe a Matana for Yud Alef Nissan, they would each learn a 
new perek of Tanya by heart in addition to the chapters that 
they already knew. 

They wrote a letter to the Rebbe describing the farbrengen 
and the hachlata they had made. The answer was soon to 
follow. The Rebbe circled the words “one perek” and wrote: 

” לכאורה הרי זה עשיר שהביא קרבן עני וכו' " This seems to be a 
rich man who brings a poor man’s korban...2" 

Evidently the Rebbe was not satisfied with bochrim only 
giving a minor gift and fully expected them to make good use of 
their real capabilities.  

A Fitting Gift 

A very fitting gift to the Rebbe would be to learn his Torah. 
There is an opportunity to do just that and give the Rebbe a 
beautiful present for his birthday this Yud Alef Nissan: to learn 
one hundred and ten of the Rebbe’s letters over the next 
month. 

In the next few days a one-of-a-kind kovetz will make its 

way to your Yeshiva. The Kovetz contains 110 letter written by 
the Rebbe to all different types of people. Chassidim asking for 
a bracha, scientists discussing new technologies, bereaved 
mothers needing comfort, people of all stripes and types wrote 
to the Rebbe.  

The Igros of the Rebbe are a neglected section of the 
Rebbe’s Torah. Some people think that the letters are not 
“learning material”. Chas Veshalom! If one were to look for the 
Rebbe’s take, his approach to any topic out there, the place to 
find it is in Igros Koidesh. The length and breadth of what the 
Rebbe speaks about is staggering. (A more comprehensive 
overview of the Rebbe’s letters will Im Yirtze Hashem be 
published in an expanded edition of the Derher.) 

The one hundred and ten letters, corresponding to the 
Rebbe’s one hundred and tenth birthday, are not organized by 
topic. Rather each bochur will be given the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in the Rebbe’s world-view. The 
experience is an all-encompassing one; it sweeps across every 
area of life. 

To begin learning Igros can be a daunting experience. The 
style is different (the Rebbe writes in third person), it is more 
direct, and you need to guess what the question was from a few 
well-chosen words of the answer. Additionally, many words are 
new and the Roshei Teivos are unique to Igros. 

 This kovetz is designed to assist the bocher. At the bottom 
of each letter the Roshei Teivos are opened, and hard words 
are translated. 

We are now a little over a month before Yud Alef Nissan; it 
is high time to ask yourself:  What is my Matana for the Rebbe?  

1. Purim, 5732 
2. Certain korbanos vary in type depending on the financial situation of the 
one bringing the korban. A poor man who brings a larger korban fulfills his 
obligation, while a rich man who brings a lesser korban is not. 

להשתדל

 



 

 

 

A Befitting Time 

 

 
(free translation) 
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A Lofty Soul 

At the Baal Shem Tov’s Purim seudah in the year 5505, he 
spoke for the first time about the new Neshamah that was 
destined to be born into the world, referring to the Alter Rebbe, 
who would be born Elul of that year. 

The Besht spoke about the Mesirus Nefesh that every Yid has 
and how this is represented by the name the Yidden are called 
by in the Megillah— ‘Yehudim’. 

After Purim the Baal Shem Tov called one of his Talmidim, 
Reb Yissochor Dov Kabilniker, and another Melamed. He told 
them to go to Liozna, to the house of Reb Boruch (the Alter 
Rebbe’s father), and give a Bracha to his wife, who was in her 
fourth month of expecting with the Alter Rebbe. 

This was told over by the Frierdiker Rebbe at the Purim 
Seudah of the year 5705, exactly two hundreds years from 
when it had originally transpired.  

 

 

 

A ‘Child’s’ Quandary 

As a young boy of five or six years old, around Purim time, 
the Tzemach Tzedek was eagerly learning the Megillah in 
Cheder. In the days before Purim the Alter Rebbe asked him if 
he had learned the Megillah, to which the young boy excitedly 
replied that he had indeed done so. “Did you understand it?” 
asked his grandfather. “No I didn’t”, he replied and he continued 
with the question that was weighing on his mind, “I don’t 
understand why Haman had to build the gallows so tall, fifty 
Amos, Mordechai certainly wasn’t that tall?!” the Alter Rebbe 
was silent. A few days later, on Purim, he delivered a profound 
and deep Maamor explaining this very concept that had 
bothered his young grandson, the Tzemach Tzedek. 

 The Maamor focuses on the  fifty Amos, explaining thay 
they represent the “Shaar haNun” (a very high level) to which 
Haman raised himself up to, and it was from that very place that 
he had his downfall.    

 
 

A New Tale 

It occurred once that the Miteler Rebbe traveled on a 
shlichus of his father - the Alter Rebbe – around Purim time. 
Unable to return home in time, he had to spend Purim in the 
town of Orsha. 

In the town of Orsha there was a custom that after the 
reading of Megillah they would pass a plate around and people 
would place money in it for the Baal Koreh. When the plate 
came by the Miteler Rebbe he put in a handsome amount of five 

rubles whereas the rest of the money combined didn’t even add 
up to a single ruble! 

The Baal Koreh came over and said that he didn’t want all 
that money, “I don’t deserve it” he claimed. 

 However the Miteler Rebbe was quite persistent and 
insisted that he accept the money. “You read such a beautiful 
story, like I’ve never heard before!” he said. 

When the Mashpia Reb Groinem related this story, he 
explained that the Miteler Rebbe had heard the Megillah every 
year from the Alter Rebbe, who would read it as a lofty spiritual 
experience. When he heard it from this Baal Koreh he heard it as 
a simple story and that was truly a story he had never heard 
before. 

 

 

 

 

A lesson from the Megillah 

The Frierdiker Rebbe was once on his way to carry out a 
mission for his father. Before he left, the Rebbe Rashab asked 
him to exert himself to do a favor for a certain Chossid, a 
businessman who was in distress and in need of assistance. 

Upon his return, he readily reported to his father that he had 
fulfilled the mission placed on him and that he had indeed 
helped that Chossid. 

“You are making a mistake”, his father replied, “You did a 
favor for yourself, not for him. Hashem did him a favor by 
arranging an appropriate Shliach to come to his aide”. 

He then proceeded to tell him a story: 

The year of 5648 was very harsh for the Yidden of Russia. 
The local Russian populace was very often incited against their 
Jewish neighbors. Hateful enemies would spew poison at these 
believing and unsuspecting peasants, convincing them that the 
Jews were the source of all their problems. Sadly this usually 
resulted in rampaging mobs and general pillage of businesses 
and homes. 

The Rebbe Maharash, my saintly father, had many 
connections in S. Petersburg and he set out to see what he could 
do to help the situation. After a mere few days, he had found 
ways to put a stop to these pogroms, however it did not yet 
become official. In order to do this he was told to prepare a 
distinguished delegation which should include prominent 
Maskilim – members of the ‘Enlightenment movement’. 

Upon his return, he called together a meeting to prepare the 
necessary delegation. He explained the situation and finished by 
suggesting that the Maskilim arrange a group who would take 
part in this endeavor.  

This was a great surprise for all those present, for it was not 
uncommon knowledge that the Rebbe Maharash had much 
disdain for the opinion of such people. 

(Continued on page 7) 



In fact one of those people present, incensed by the ‘audacity’ of 
his request, jumped up and proclaimed, “We are not lumps of wood 
to be moved around like pawns, if you value our opinion and help, do 
so all the time, if not, we can be dismissed now as well!”  

Unyielding my father replied: In the Megillah it says the serious 
words Mordechai told Esther, “if you remain silent… help will come 
from elsewhere… but you and your father’s house will perish”. The 
Yidden will be saved, if you choose not to participate it will come 
from elsewhere, but then “you and your father’s house will perish”; 
you will have missed your opportunity. 

After finishing his story the Rebbe Rashab turned to his son and 
said, “One should always keep in mind that when he does a good 
deed he is in fact doing a favor to himself. One has to firmly believe 
that help will come, if not through them then from elsewhere, but 
then he will lose out”. 

The Rebbe Rashab continued explaining this idea to his son, 

based on the Kabbalah’s interpretation of the above quoted words 

from the Megillah.      

 

 

A Timely Delay 

Entering late to the Farbrengen of Purim 5731, the Rebbe began 
the first sicha by explaining this out of sync occurrence. “Everything 
is B’hasgocha Protis, since in the meantime I was able to receive 
word that the Shluchim who had gone to the army bases in the Suez 
had come back home”. As the Rebbe elaborated on this story, tears 
were streaming down his face (as was usual, when speaking about 
the soldiers who protect Eretz Yisroel). 

Later on details surfaced, clarifying what exactly the Rebbe had 
meant with the first few minutes of the farbrengen. 

1375 was the first year that Chassidim in Israel went out on 
Mivtza Purim to the soldiers. On the morning of Purim they flew to 
Refidim in Sinai. Once there, they broke up into groups and went to 
dozens of bases in the area, giving the soldiers the opportunity to put 
on Teffilin and to help them fulfill the Mitzvah’s of the day, as well as 
bringing them the joy of the Yom Tov. 

They were all supposed to meet up together in Refidim at a set 
time and from there they would fly back home, in time to catch the 
broadcast of the Rebbe’s Farbrengen. As it turns out, one of the 
groups came late and missed the flight. Most of the Chassidim had 
made the flight, but one group remained behind to wait for the 
delayed group. 

Realizing that they would not make it in time to ‘be’ by the 
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Rebbe’s Farbrengen, and not willing to give up so easily, 
they asked the commanding officer if he could hook them up 
to Kfar Chabad and from there they would be connected to 
New York. 

Unbelievably, the communication officer gave the 
approval. What a sight it must have been, a group of 
Chassidim deep in the Sinai desert standing for hours, 
listening to the Rebbe farbreng. 

Apparently the Rebbe knew of their attempts to obtain a 
hookup and waited in his room, holding up the entire crowd, 
till these Chassidim were ready, at which point he came out 
to the Farbrengen.  

 
 
 

 ]=כבוד תורתו[ר “נהנתי מהשתתפותי כת -)כיהודה ועוד לקרא( 
בזמן ]=והזמן גרמא    ז “ בזמה ג  “ ם והזמ “ ופתיחת הרמב   -בסיום  
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 פרק יב. סיום מחזור עשירי יב. סיום מחזור ל'-פרק י ח     ב א ד ר  ו'

 ט     ב א ד ר  ש ק ק 
אז וגו'. כל המצות.. שנת 

 החמה.
להי -אז וגו'. כל המצוות.. מה' א

 ישראל.

 י     ב א ד ר  א   
מצות עשה. א מצוה ראשונה.. 

 אין לו.
כל אלו החכמים.. בין ראשון בין 

 אחרון.

 י ק א   ב א ד ר  ב   
מצות לא תעשה. א מצוה.. אלו 

 הם.. בין עשה ובין לא תעשה.
 ודברים הללו.. שנת החמה.

 די.-וראיתי לחלק.. בעזרת ש י ק ב   ב א ד ר  ג   
מצוה ראשונה..  אמצות עשה. 

 להביא.. שמה. פג

 י"ג"ב""" " " " " ד   
משוך חסדך וגו'. ספר המדע 

 ג.-הל' יסודי התורה פרק א
לשבות.. קסו להקריב.. פד 

 קדש.

 לדון.. אין לו.רמח לשבות.. קסז  ו.-פרק ד י ק ד   ב א ד ר  ה   


