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עד דלא ידע
״עד דלא ידע״ — מורה על
עבודה שהיא למעלה מהגבלת
השכל  ,כלומר  ,עבודה שלמעלה
ממדידה והגבלה  ,שזהו״ע המס״נ .
וע״פ האמור שגם בעבודה זו ישנם
דרגות זו למעלה מזו — מובן שגם
לאחרי שפעל בעצמו לבוא לדרגא
ד״עד דלא ידע״  ,יכול  ,ובמילא
צריך  ,להוסיף ולהתעלות לדרגא
נעלית יותר ב״לא ידע״.
וענין זה בא לידי ביטוי גם
בשמחת פורים — ״לבסומי  ..עד
דלא ידע״  :ישנם כאלו הזקוקים
להתבוננות גדולה ועמוקה כדי
שיתעוררו בשמחה גדולה ״עד דלא
ידע״  ,וכמו כן בענין ד “ לבסומי״
שזקוקים ל״כוס גדול״ ...כדי לבוא
למעמד ומצב ד״לבסומי  ..עד דלא
ידע״  :ולעומתם — ישנם כאלו
שעבורם מספיקה התבוננות קטנה
ושטחית יותר  ,או ״כוס קטן״ ...
שעי״ז יבואו כבר למעמד ומצב ד״
עד דלא ידע״.
...זוהי איפוא תוכנה ומטרתה של
התוועדות זו ,לאחרי שכאו״א קיים
כבר את המצוה דסעודת פורים בכל
ה״ שטורעם״  ,״לבסומי  ..עד דלא
ידע “ — כדי לבוא למעמד ומצב
ד״עד דלא ידע״ באופן נעלה יותר.
(משיחת פורים תשמ“ה)

סיום רמב״ם הל‘ בית הבחירה:
כסדר הזה עושין בכל לילה כו‘
חוץ מלילי שבת כו‘ (אף שאין
שבות במקדש)
ראה לקו“ש חלק כ“א
ויקהל שיחה א‘

In the Derher Volume 1 Issue 16 there appeared a story about a
mission of the Baal Shem Tov. The background to that mission is a story
unto itself and portions of it appear here. For the full story see Likkutei
Dibburim English Vol 4 p. 97 or Likkutei Dibburim Vol. 4, 27 Av, 5656.
At the Shabbos table the Baal Shem Tov related the following:
About 160 years ago, in the year 5359 or 5360 one of the eminent
scholars of Prague by the name of Reb Shmuel Tzadok settled in Lvov.
There he hired tutors to guide his sons, Moshe and Yehudah Aryeh, in
the paths of the Torah. Though he was a disciple of the Maharal, and
an outstanding scholar, he energetically opposed the study of Mussar,
and felt no desire to study even the writings of the Maharal, which the
other disciples drank thirstily. Instead of studying Mussar, he was
drawn to the study of other disciplines, notably astronomy, for he was
a friend of the celebrated astronomer and geometrician, R. David
Gans.
His mentor, the Maharal, was deeply distressed by his approach to
scholarship in general, in particular to his leaning to alien disciplines,
and above all to his opposition to the study of Mussar. Besides, in
every question of ritual law R. Shmuel Tzadok would always take the
lead in finding a lenient approach.
Among the many Kabbalists in Prague at that time there were those
who followed the teachings of the learned Reb Eliyahu Baal Shem of
Worms. They practiced solitude, fasting and self-mortification. Most
of them were well versed in other areas of the Torah in addition to
the Kabbalah. They were punctilious in their observance of the
commandments, and devoted long hours to their prayers.
The learned R. Shmuel Tzadok was hostile to the
Kabbalists. At every opportunity he would insult
them and scoff at their customs, to the point that he
came to be called “R. Shmuel Tzadok, the opponent of
Kabbalah and Mussar.”
This hostility to Mussar, and of course to the
Kabbalah in which he had no faith, he implanted in
his sons. Since his business ventures prospered —
and “a rich man responds with insolence” — he
spoke out arrogantly against all the scholars whose
views differed from his.
One day a halachic question arose. Knowing Reb Shmuel Tzadok to
be a prominent scholar, the parties involved asked him for his
opinion. He ruled leniently as he was wont to do. Not long later a
similar question arose and the Beis Din ruled impure. The poor
woman, aghast, told her husband what she had just learned. They
went together to the beis din, cried their hearts out, and asked the
presiding scholar to show them how they could repent for the
transgression that had come their way.
At this point the longsuffering patience of the Maharal came to an
end. He summoned R. Shmuel Tzadok and rebuked him. When R.
Shmuel Tzadok persisted in trying to vindicate his mistaken stand by
ingenious scholarly acrobatics, the Maharal told him that he was a
revived spark of the Talmudic scholar who was able to muster 150
specious arguments to pronounce a defiling reptile pure.
R. Shmuel Tzadok and his sons and their families thereupon left
Prague for Lvov. He was now advanced in years; his elder son R.
Moshe was occupied all day in studying Torah, and the administration
of the family’s business concerns was left to the younger son, R.
Yehudah Aryeh.
***
Like his father, R. Moshe too favored foreign disciplines and studied
them energetically. At the same time he was renowned for his
expertise in the Babylonian and Jerusalem Talmud, in Rambam and in

the Arbaah Turim. In every field of Halachah he sought to rule
leniently, but especially in the field of brachos. As to the study of
Kabbalah and Mussar, he opposed it ten times more fiercely than his
father had ever done.
In due course, a few years after his father’s passing, he turned his
back on the straight path. He bought himself an estate four parsas out
of town, built himself a house, and moved there.
He grew accustomed to drinking wine in the company of the gentile
scholars who visited him, until eventually he removed his beard and
desecrated Shabbos and the festivals.
His G-d-fearing wife fell ill from sheer anguish, and died, leaving no
children. He later married a gentile wife, but then, far from forsaking
his Torah studies, he became deeply engrossed in them. And whenever
an innovative interpretation came to mind, he would write it down,
even on Shabbos or Yom-Tov.
This continued for thirty years: he never visited a shul, but continued
to study Torah. The local Jews all knew of his lifestyle, and none of
them ever crossed his threshold. If a poor wayfarer happened to come
his way he would receive him warmly, give him a generous donation,
and warn him not to touch any food because everything in the house
was treif. In addition, if the wayfarer was a Torah scholar, he would
delight in exchanging chiddushim. And so his life went on: he ate every
kind of treifah and neveilah, drank forbidden wine, desecrated Shabbos
and Yom-Tov — and studied Torah diligently.
***
His brother R. Yehudah Aryeh was less of a scholar
than his father or brother, but he was a yore
shomayim. He studied Mussar, kept company with
pious and upright people in Prague and even more
so in Lvov, and in this spirit brought up his family. As
old age drew near, he handed over the reins of
business to his sons and sons-in-law, built a shul in
his courtyard, brought ten outstanding scholars to
study there fulltime, supported them and their
families. However, his distress over his brother’s
lifestyle caused him such acute heartache that his
doctors ordered him to move elsewhere and hopefully forget its cause.
Concerned by his deteriorating health, his sons and daughters
insisted that he obey. So it was that R. Yehudah Aryeh chose to return
to his birthplace, Prague.
Arriving in Prague around the year 5377 ,Reb Yehudah Aryeh found
childhood friends. The community received him warmly and
eventually appointed him as one of their wardens. He decided to bring
two of them, Avraham Moshe and Chaim Zelig, to study at the feet of
the illustrious Reb Yom-Tov Lippman Heller, author of Tosafos YomTov.
Reb Yom-Tov Lippman Heller was a disciple of Reb Eliyahu Baal
Shem of Worms, where he had studied with exceptional assiduity for
three years. After his arrival in Prague he continued with his studies of
Kabbalah, and emulated his master’s practice of making simple and
unlettered Jews, too, feel welcome in his company. This practice he
passed on to the two newly arrived grandsons of R. Yehudah Aryeh.
….One of those whose exceptional progress included the study of the
Kabbalah and an understanding of the teachings of Reb Eliyahu Baal
Shem was the young Reb Avraham Moshe, grandson of Reb Yehudah
Aryeh. When his mentor, the author of Tosafos Yom-Tov, perceived his
awe of heaven, his lovingly meticulous observance of the mitzvos, and
his unquenchable thirst for the study of Kabbalah, he began to
privately teach him its deepest secrets. In particular, the young man
was so struck by Sefer HaPardes of Reb Moshe Cordovero that he came
(Continued on page 3)
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to know it almost by heart. Over the years his reputation grew among
the scholars and Kabbalists, and Reb Eliyahu Baal Shem eventually
accepted him into the inner circle of his most prominent disciples.
As the years gradually clouded R. Yehudah Aryeh’s recollection of
his brother Moshe’s sorry state, his health improved. One very old
man in Prague, however, had been a friend of their father, R. Shmuel
Tzadok. When he heard of what had come of his friend’s son outside
Lvov he approached R. Yehudah Aryeh and wailed: “I warned your
late learned father against his lenient approach to the law! I warned
him against his outspoken attacks on the Kabbalists! But he only
made fun of me and said: ‘So you, too, Elimelech, are among those
who see things that cannot be seen!’ Your father denied the validity of
the Kabbalah, and his retribution is a wicked son who wallows in
abomination! Behold the judgment of Hashem! In the very matter in
which your father wantonly sinned, he was punished — with shame
and disgrace more bitter than death. Your father was a great Torah
scholar who took the mitzvos lightly, scoffing at those who observed
them meticulously and scorning those who studied the Kabbalah —
and Hashem punished him with a son who is a great Torah scholar
and transgresses all of His commandments.”
As the old man’s hearing and sight were failing, no one was able to
explain to him what pain he inflicted upon the innocent son of his old
friend by blasting forth at every encounter. And since R. Yehudah
Aryeh respected him as his father’s old friend, he chose to overlook
the old man’s insensitivity. He visited him often and heard him out
patiently.
To be continued
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" די וואס דארפ'ן מאכן א ברכה אחרונה וועלן זיכער
"!מאכן א ברכה אחרונה

." ומתוקים מדבש. . ”יעדער ווארט איז טייער; הנחמדים מזהב
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" די וואס דארפ ' ן מאכן א ברכה אחרונה וועלן זיכער מאכן א ברכה
אחרונה"...
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ט "ו ר ד

הל‘ מדע פרק ז-ט

ש "ק

ט "ז ר ד

פרק יו"ד ,הל' דעות..
פרק א-ב

ר'

י "ז ר ד

פרק ג-ה

ב'

י "ח ר ד

פרק ו -ז .הל' תלמוד
תורה פרק א

ג'

י "ט ר ד

פרק ב-ד

ד'

כ' ר ד

פרק ה-ז

ה'

כ "ר ר ד

הל' עבודת כוכבים
וחקותיהם ..פרק א-ג

מצות לא תעשה .א מצוה
ראשונה ..קכב שלא
לשבור ..בו.
קכג שלא להוציא ..רמד
שלא לגנוב..ממון.
רמה שלא לגזול ..שסה
שלא ירבה ..אלו הם ..ובין
לא תעשה.
וראיתי לחלק ..ספר המדע
הלכותיו ..ספר נשים ..וח'
מצות לא תעשה.
ספר קדושה הלכותיו ..ספר
קרבנות ..וי"ט מצות לא
תעשה.
ספר טהרה הלכותיו ..ספר
שופטים ..בעזרת ש-די.
משוך חסדך וגו' .ספר
המדע  ..הל' יסודי התורה..
פרק א.

