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I was elected to the United States Senate in 1982. 

A couple of years later, my brother, Martin Hecht, 

and nephew, Dr. Chaim Hecht, took me to 

Brooklyn to meet the Rebbe at a Farbrengen. The 

Rebbe spoke to me and said “your top priority 

should be to get the Jews out of Russia.” I replied 

that my late mother was an immigrant from Russia 

who had to flee with her family to escape death at 

the hands of the Russian Cossacks. “The key,” the 

Rebbe said, was “quiet diplomacy.” Please 

remember that the Cold War with Russia was still 

on. 

About three years later, a very important vote 

came before the U.S. Senate. President Reagan 

needed my vote to break a tie. The vote was very 

important to the President. I had been a top 

supporter of President Reagan as I felt he was the 

best friend Israel has in the White House. 

I met personally with President Reagan and told 

him of my decision to back him with my tie-

breaking vote. I then asked if I might bring up a 

concern on my mind. President Reagan graciously 

agreed. I told President Reagan that my late 

mother was an immigrant from the Soviet Union, 

and only by the grace of G-d am I standing before 

you today in the United States Senate. I urged the 

President to place increased emphasis on the 

release of tens of thousands of Soviet Jews before 

the next summit conference. “Those who are 

allowed to leave the Soviet Union, Mr. President, 

should not be just elderly, but children, teenagers, 

doctors and scientists. All should be allowed the 

basic human right of freedom.” President Reagan 

expressed tremendous concern. 

I was President Reagan’s last appointment before 

leaving for the Reykjavik, Iceland Conference which 

took place in early October 1986. At that meeting I 

presented President Reagan with a list of names of 

1,200 Soviet Jews who had applied to emigrate 

from Russia. I reminded the President that the 

numbers could reach in the millions, but this would 

be a start. I used “quiet diplomacy” as only the 

President, an aide, and myself were in the oval 

office. 

President Reagan gave the list of 1,200 names to 

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev at the 

Reykjavik Conference and spoke of its importance. 

Within weeks a trickle of Jews began to leave 

Russia. Soon the trickle mushroomed into tens of 

thousands. 

After President Reagan left office and I became 

Ambassador to the Commonwealth of the 

Bahamas, he and Mrs. Reagan came to the 

Bahamas to vacation. They invited my wife and me 

to a cocktail party for a few friends. I told the 

President what a wonderful service he did for the 

Jewish people in getting the Jews to leave Russia 

and I asked why he never mentioned the act in 

public. Mrs. Reagan said that Mr. Gorbachev told 

them that there were many around him that did 

not want the Jews to leave Russia and if we made 

it public, the exodus would stop. President Reagan 

used “quiet diplomacy” with Mr. Gorbachev. 

The story continues with a human touch. My 

brother, Marty, who has had trouble with his feet, 

went to Scripps Clinic in La Jolla, California. He was 

assigned a doctor who referred him to a specialist. 

The specialist examined him and asked a question, 

“As your name is Hecht, would you know a 

Senator Hecht?” Marty said, “He is my brother.” 

The doctor became very emotional and replied 

that I had saved his wife, mother and father-in-

law. They were on the list and told to be at the 

airport at a certain time. They did not know what 

to expect. They boarded the plane and took off for 

Vienna. With what money they had, they sent a 

telegram of thanks to President Reagan. Since that 

time, I have met many more Jews that were on 

that list. 

The Rebbe’s advice and instructions on using 

“quiet diplomacy” resulted in the saving of 

hundreds of thousands of lives and a stronger 

Israel where the majority immigrated. 
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 לכוון בהנחת התפלין
איך וואלט פארגעלייגט אז 

.  אייער פרוי מרת  . זאל '  תחי .
אלע ערב שבת ויום טוב פאר 
ינווארפן  ליכט בענטשן ארי

מאיר '  צדקה אין פושקע פון ר 
און איר אליין זאלט ,  בעל הנס 

דערמאנען  בשעת הנחת תפלין 
זיך אז איר זייט פארבונדן מיט 

וואס ,  מ " ר הכ " ח אדמו " ק מו " כ 
דאס וועט זיין דער צינור דורך 
וועלכן עס וועט מקויים ווערן די 

 [.לזרעא חייא וקיימא]ברכה 

 (נא‘ ד ע“ק ח“אג) 

 ה“ב
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 ק פרשת לך לך“ערש
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" אויף דרויף זיינען , וואס איז שייך אריינטראכטן זיך אין זיין מעמד ומצב...
אבער די איבעריקע צייט איז  , דארף עס טאן'פאראן זמנים מיוחדים ווען מ

ווי אזוי ער איז תמיד מיט זיינע מקושרים און ווי  , ן'גלייכער טראכטן וועגן רבי
..."ער פירט זיי על כל צעד ושעל  

 

 

 (נר מצוה ותורה אור

‘ הל, כח-כלים פרק כז‘ הל ח ו ו   ' ג 'ו
 א‘“מקוואות פ

 גירושין פרק ז‘ הל

 פרק ח ד-פרק ב ח ו ו   ‘ ד ק"ו
 פרק ט ז-פרק ה ח ו ו   ‘ ה 'א
 פרק י י-פרק ח ח ו ו   ‘ ו 'ב

נזקי ממון ‘ פרק יא ספר נזקין הל ח ו ו   ‘ ז 'ג
 ב-א“פ

 א“פרק י

 ב“פרק י ה-פרק ג ח ו ו   ‘ ח 'ד
 ג“פרק י ח-פרק ו ח ו ו   ‘ ט 'ה


