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The following was written in the Rebbe’s holy
handwriting as a postscript to a typed letter in English,
dated 20 Kislev 5725*. The Rebbe addresses a woman’s
concerns and guides her in her growth in Yiddishkeit:
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ABBI MENACHEM M. SCHINEERSE
Lubaviteh
770 EASTERN PARKWAY
BROOKLYN 13, N. Y.
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[Instruction to the secretary] to add:

About which you write that you are not always able to find
answers to the questions others ask you, regarding proof [of the
authenticity] of Yiddishkeit, Torah and mitzvos:

It is obvious that you should not be disheartened by this,
because even elders who spend all their days in Torah study don't
have answers for every single question. Why is it surprising that a
human being is unable to understand the full depth of the wisdom
of Hashem, which He revealed in His Torah? Certainly this need
not hinder our fulfillment of the mitzvos whatsoever.

If you think about it, you will realize that most of those who are
asking these questions are not doing so out of a quest to know the
truth. Rather, they wish to justify their own lifestyles (whether for
other people or for their own conscience): They rejected the way
of life of their ancestors, many of whom gave up their lives for the
sake of Yiddishkeit, while they [the questioners] abandoned the
yoke of Torah and mitzvos, trading it [merely] for a comfortable
material life.

You are incorrect in your writing that one should live in a non-
observant community, as a way to test their strength and resolve.
On the contrary: every single person, even a tzaddik gamur, prays
every day at the beginning of the day, asking that Hashem should
not put us to a test. It is only if Hashem has already placed you
in a situation that tests [your faith], that you must stand firm and
pass the test. Engaging in debates is a job for rabbonim, etc. For
everyone else, it is only when absolutely necessary.

Obviously, you are correct in writing that one cannot make
compromises when it comes to Torah and mitzvos.

(How would it even be possible to make a compromise about
something which is absolute truth, given by the true G-d!)

Regarding what you’ve been told about compromises: For
example, when we suspend [the laws of] Shabbos when a life is in
danger—that is not a compromise at all, rather it is a true ruling
just like any other ruling of the Torah of Truth. [Just like it is a
mitzvah] to fast on Yom Kippur, it is prohibited to fast on Shabbos
and yom tov, and there is a prohibition to fast when a life is in
danger. [Similarly,] it is prohibited to light a fire on Shabbos, but it
is a mitzvah to light a fire to save an endangered life, as well as on
the mizbeiach in the Beis Hamikdash.

(Teshura Levin-Simpson 5767)
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