
This month marks 55 years since the 
Rebbe’s launch of mivtza tefillin in connection 
with the Six-Day War in Eretz Yisroel. 

Two years later, on Shabbos Parshas Matos-
Massei 5729*, the Rebbe explained that the mivtza 
is still very much relevant and important, adding a 
new source speaking to the significance of tefillin—
one that the Rebbe had never spoken of before.1 

The source that the Rebbe added is a halacha in the 
Rosh based on the possuk וטרף זרוע אף קדקד—that the 
members of the shevet of Gad are strong in battle, preying 
on the arms and heads of their enemies, as a result of 

the mitzvah of tefillin, worn on the arm and head.
The Rebbe said that this new source is more 

applicable now than before the Six-Day War, since the 
politicians in Israel began negotiating the retreat from 
the portions of Eretz Yisroel captured during the war, 
thereby endangering Jewish lives, chas v’shalom.

Presented here are a few original 
materials connected with this idea: 

1. A kol koreh declaration issued by Tzach (Lubavitch 
Youth Organization) in Yiddish—with the Rebbe’s 
edits on the first draft—and in English, calling on 
everyone to enhance their efforts in mivtza tefillin.

Otzros DEDICATED IN THE ZECHUS OF
YAACOV FISCHEL שיחי׳ 

IN HONOR OF HIS 
UPSHERENISH LAG B’OMER 5782 

MAY MAY HE GROW TO BE A 
CHOSSID, YAREI SHAMAYIM, 

AND LAMDAN 

BY HIS PARENTS 
BINYOMIN AHRON AND GITEL 

RIVKAH שיחיו BACKMAN

Arm and 
Head
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2. The Rebbe’s edits on a letter issued by 
Tzach based on the Rebbe’s assertion that 
the mivtza is still relevant and important.

3. An addition put into the weekly likkut 
(eventually published in Likkutei Sichos) 
of the following week, based on the Rebbe’s 
words at the Shabbos farbrengen.

Kol Koreh
[The Rebbe’s edits are in bold type.]
In connection with the current situation in our 

holy land, the Lubavitcher Rebbe repeated, with 
even more enthusiasm, his call and request about 
the special duty of the hour, to strengthen and 
spread amongst Yidden the mitzvah of tefillin.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe shlita emphasized that 
in the present time, not only do we need the shield 
and protection that [the Torah promises as a result 
of tefillin, that your enemies] “will fear you,” the 
fear that falls upon the enemies of the Jews, through 
the Jewish people’s fulfillment of the mitzvah (as 
Chazal say in Gemara Brachos 6a)—but we also 
now need the G-dly strength that tefillin affords 
the Jewish fighters to be victorious over their 
enemies who are still on their way to attack.

He mentioned that this is an open and clear 
halachic ruling (cited from the Rosh, Halachos 
Ketanos, Hilchos Tefillin, 15): מפני קיום מצוות תפילין 
 that — ותקונן יתקיים באנשי המלחמה וטרף זרוע אף קדקד
through fulfilling the mitzvah of tefillin (which tefillin are 
worn on the זרוע (arm) and on the קדקד (head)), and its 
perfection, the war-soldiers will experience (the promise 
of the possuk, to win in the mighty manner of) “prey 
upon the זרוע and also the קדקד” (of their enemies).

There is no need to stress what a mitzvah 
and zechus it is to publicize this request, appeal, 
and insistence of the Rebbe shlita.

A. To promote the mitzvah of putting on tefillin—
every person who already puts on tefillin should 
see to fulfill the mitzvah with all its intricate 
details and in the best possible manner; have the 
Tefillin checked in accordance with the ruling in 
Shulchan Aruch, and if possible, have them checked 
every year (as per Mechilta end of Parshas Bo).

B. In every way possible, disseminate and spread the 
fulfillment of the mitzvah amongst Jews. Inspire 
and influence Jews, especially Jewish soldiers, 
their relatives and friends, to keep the mitzvah 
of tefillin properly, by explaining to them the 
extraordinary significance of this mitzvah.

May it be Hashem’s will—as the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
shlita concludes with the blessing—that very soon we’ll 
be able to say that this situation is all in the past, for 
peace will reign all over the world, especially in the 
Holy Land, about which it says, “I will bring peace in 
the Land,” and every Jew will increase in Torah and 
its mitzvos with peace, tranquility, and security.

Tzeirei Agudas Chabad Hamerkazis

Letter
B”H Motzei Shabbos Kodesh Matos Massei, 5729.
Brooklyn, NY
Our dear and esteemed friend, 
Shalom U’bracha!
At the farbrengen of this Shabbos Kodesh 

(Shabbos Mevarchim Menachem Av), the 
Rebbe shlita said, amongst other things:

“...The inspiration, the request and the appeal about 
“mivtza tefillin” that I spoke about many times over 
the past two years and more is still very much relevant 
now as well. In fact, [it is relevant now] with even more 
urgency, because the current situation is such that we 

THE “KOL KOREH” ISSUED BY TZACH IN YIDDISH BASED ON THE REBBE’S EDITS.   
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need not only for “they [the enemies] will fear you,” a 
fear that comes in the zechus and directly as a result of 
the mitzvah of tefillin (Brachos 6a), but we also need the 
[fulfillment] of the famous halacha written by the Rosh 
(Halachos Ketanos, Hilchos Tefillin 15), which states:

Through fulfilling the mitzvah of tefillin and its 
perfection, the soldiers will experience “to prey upon 
the arm and also the head [of their enemies].”

It is a mitzvah and a zechus to publicize this halacha 
amongst all the soldiers, their relatives and friends, and 

all of the Jewish people shlita, wherever they may be.
May it be Hashem’s will that very speedily מֵר  it will יֵאֵָ

be said (Yud with a tzeirei, Aleph with a kumatz) that 
this situation was yesterday [i.e. in the past], for peace 
will reign around the world, especially in the Holy Land, 
about which it is said, “I will bring peace in the Land;”

And each and every one of the Jewish people will 
increase in Torah and its mitzvos (since the entire Torah is 
compared to tefillin), with peace, tranquility, and security.

Please notify us of your activities in 
this regard. Thanks in advance.

Tzeirei Agudas Chabad     

1.  See full explanation in Sichos Kodesh 5729 vol. 2, p. 322.

THE REBBE’S EDITS ON A LETTER (IN 
HEBREW) ISSUED BY TZACH BASED ON THE 
REBBE’S ASSERTION THAT THE MIVTZA IS 
STILL RELEVANT AND IMPORTANT. THE LAST 
PARAGRAPH OF THE LETTER WAS WRITTEN 
ENTIRELY BY THE REBBE.

IN THE LIKUT FOR PARSHAS DEVORIM 
5729 (WHICH CONTAINED A SICHA 
FROM SEVERAL YEARS PRIOR), THE 
REBBE'S WORDS FROM THE PREVIOUS 
SHABBOS WERE ADDED TO NOTE 
57. THIS WAS LATER PUBLISHED IN 
LIKKUTEI SICHOS VOL 9, PAGE 11.

31


