
A CALL TO KLAL YISROEL
It all started from a public kol koreh published in the 

rabbinical journal “Hapardes” in Adar 5738*. “With great 
regret, we must confess that there are many religious 
Yidden, who on a regular week do not open sifrei Torah,” 
read the kol koreh. “Although many yeshivos have been 
established in recent years, and are in fact flourishing, 
in addition to the many kollels in which hundreds of 
the brightest Jewish men toil for years in Torah study, 
nonetheless Torah study post-cheder is not mainstream.”

The message continued by calling on rabbonim and 
community leaders to keep shuls and batei midrash open 
at night. “Do not hesitate,” the kol koreh concluded. “Open 
the batei midrash at night and let the sounds of Torah study 
be heard!”

The letter was signed by Agudas Yisroel of America; 
Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, president.

A longer, yet equally poignant letter followed the 
kol koreh, penned by Rabbi Simcha Elberg, editor-in-
chief of the Hapardes journal and chairman of Agudas 
Harabbonim, with an identical call: “Keep the shuls open 
at night!”

THE REBBE JOINS
About a month after the publication of this kol koreh, on 

Yud-Aleph Nissan 5738*, the Rebbe held a farbrengen in 
770 in connection with his seventy-sixth birthday. During 
the farbrengen, which was mostly dedicated to the topic 
of education (Yud-Aleph Nissan 5738* was proclaimed by 
President Carter as the inaugural Education Day USA), the 
Rebbe began to discuss the importance of adding in Jewish 
education, “hakol kol Yaakov,” which helps detract from the 
“yadayim yedei Esav,” the turbulence of galus.

Establishing new Torah institutions is the primary 
method to increase Jewish education, the Rebbe explained. 
Additionally, establishing new shuls and batei midrash 
serves as a preparation for the building of the third Beis 
Hamikdash, with the coming of Moshiach.

The Rebbe continued: In addition to the importance of 
establishing new batei midrash, strengthening the already 
existing Torah institutions is also a good preparation for 
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the third Beis Hamikdash. In fact, it’s easier to strengthen a 
pre-existing institution than to establish a new one.

The Rebbe then concluded practically: Since Agudas 
Harabbonim recently came out with a kol koreh in regards 
to keeping shuls open at night, we must galvanize everyone 
into action, to do everything in their power to keep shuls 
open at night.

Keeping the shuls open at night will cause many 
people to fulfill their obligation of learning Torah at night. 
Additionally, extending the hours of Torah study in the 
shuls will increase the quality of the Torah study; the Torah 
studied in the shuls will be with more diligence.1

The Rebbe called not only on community leaders, but 
also on any Yid who can offer financial support to see to it 
that shuls begin to extend their hours.

In a letter to Rabbi Elberg just a few days before the 
farbrengen, the Rebbe wrote2: “Surely the success of the 
call of the rabbonim—which was seen immediately—
will motivate all those who are involved in this effort, to 
continue with even more vigor to open the doors of the 
shuls at night, ultimately opening the hearts of the many 
Yidden who will come to study in them.”

Some more advantages that the Rebbe pointed out: 
Extending the hours of the shuls will cause Yidden who 
regularly study at home to join the community study at 
the shul, thereby elevating their Torah study to limmud 
barabim, or limmud b’asarah. Communal study may also 
cause the participants to come daven Maariv with a minyan.

KEEP UP THE RA’ASH
Nearly a year-and-a-half later, at the farbrengen of Chof 

Av 5739*, the Rebbe brought this up again.3

“We made a ra’ash (tumult) that the shuls should stay 
open at night, and immediately people were inspired to take 
action, but as time went on it seems like this was forgotten 
”.(’אין קול ואין עונה‘)

If the shuls would have implemented this idea and 
extended their hours, the Rebbe continued, Yidden would 
have taken advantage of the extended time allotted for 
Torah study and the “kol kol Yaakov” would have been 
heard.

“Now is the time, in the days following Chamisha-Asar 
B’Av, when one is supposed to increase in Torah study 
at night, to reinstate this ra’ash; that the sounds of Torah 
lishma should be heard at night.” 

THE KOL KOREH PRINTED IN THE RABBINICAL JOURNAL “HAPARDES.”

1.  Sichos Kodesh 5738 vol. 2 pg. 139-148.
2.  Igros Kodesh vol. 33 pg. 210.
3.  Sichos Kodesh 5739 vol. 3 pg. 572. 
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