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Following the passing of the
Rebbe’s mother, Rebbetzin
Chana, on Vov Tishrei 5725*, the
Rebbe began a new series that
would later become known as
“Rashi sichos.” Over decades
of farbrengens, the Rebbe
resolved myriads of difficulties
‘, that arise when studying Rashi
oty and revealed an entirely new
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»Mwn 1’5 NN oY Y10 s : Years later, after sufficient
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Not for nothing is Rashi considered the foremost com-
mentator on the Torah. His commentary provides exceptional
clarity and insight, yet remains faithful to the precise literal
reading of the text. It is for this reason that his commentary
is of great aid to scholars and laymen alike. In fact, Rashi
was famously dubbed “Rabon Shel Yisroel” (an acrostic of his
initials), testifying to his influence among all Jews, from the
most learned scholar to the youngest child embarking on the
journey of Torah study.

This is the secret to Rashi’s success. Master of simplicity, he
was able to reduce lengthy complex discussion into a concise
coherent explanation that fits with the literal meaning of the
verse. The Rebbe often emphasized that this is the corner-
stone of Rashi’s corpus, as he himself testified: “I come only
to explain the literal meaning of scripture”! While every
word in the Torah carries layers upon layers of meaning,
Rashi’s objective was to isolate the most simple and basic
understanding. He strived to make the Torah accessible to
the earliest beginner who lacks previous experience, the ben
chamesh I'mikra (a five-year-old).

Despite this apparent goal, one might be struck by many
glaring inconsistencies. Often enough, Rashi does indeed
resort to alternate explanations, occasionally addressing more
advanced questions, which belie his simple approach and
forsake his usual clarity. In some instances, he even quotes
other commentaries and raises issues from additional sources.
As a result, more recent meforshim have struggled to pinpoint
Rashi’s exact metric. Why does he occasionally digress from
his usual simple route?

In order to understand the exceptions, we first need to
understand the rule. Once we learn how Rashi operates, these
questions fall away.

Hundreds of years after Rashi’s commentary became
popular amongst the masses, our perception of the classic
commentary has recently been revised. For a period of 25
years the Rebbe delivered many sichos that shed light on the
inner workings of Rashi. In his unique style, the Rebbe would
introduce a particular Rashi and dissect it, asking a battery
of analytical questions. Using carefully crafted principles he
would proceed to reconstruct our understanding of what
Rashi is attempting to accomplish and re-explain his com-
mentary accordingly. After resolving all of the difficulties,
the Rebbe generally taught an additional deeper explanation
called inyanim muflaim and yeyna shel Torah that exposed
the mystical dimension of Rashi’s commentary, often with a
practical personal horoah.

Currently, there are more than 800 selections of Rashi’s
commentary that have been subjected to the Rebbe’s novel
interpretation. Many of these have been printed and pub-
lished, primarily in Likkutei Sichos, comprising almost a third
of the 39-volume set. But although many were familiar with
this new genre, it had yet to be developed and consolidated
into a cohesive study. Enter Rabbi Tuvia Blau, an acclaimed
author and educator who made it his mission to compile
such a work. Culled from the Rebbe’s teachings and talks,
he presents a total of 620 principles that comprise Rashi's
methodology.

OVERVIEW

Klalei Rashi contains: a foreword, a letter from the Rebbe
to the author, an introduction, and essays titled “Toras
Chesed,” “Fundamental Principles,” “Principles of Rashi,”
and “Examples of Principles.” The third edition also contains
an overview of the history and evolution of the book from
its inception.

Introduction: Here the author takes a deep dive into
the role of Rashi as a commentator. What is his primary
objective? Who is his commentary geared to? How does he
accomplish that? Laying down the premise that Rashi’s goal
is to provide the basic explanation to aid the beginner, he
addresses the significance of its simplicity and explores its
role in the structure of Pardes. Of course, this whole buildup
is all to introduce the Rebbe’s revolutionary path, which sheds
light on all of the above.

Toras Chesed: In this essay Rabbi Blau examines the Reb-
be’s approach to navigating the dichotomy of Toras emes and

Toras chesed, objective truth vs. what’s kind and benevolent.
Providing many examples, he paints a clear picture of the
Rebbe’s ability to reconcile many concepts in Torah that seem
to be mutually exclusive. Although it is somewhat relevant
here, this essay is really an impressive work that encompasses
more than the scope of this book and deserves recognition
in its own right.

Fundamental Principles (Klalim Besisiyim): While 620
principles seem like a large number, in truth they are but
offshoots and subcategories of 11 general principles. These
are ideas that are frequently repeated in many Rashi sichos
and are presented here in their raw form.

Principles of Rashi (Klalei Rashi): The largest and most
important section of the book, containing 20 chapters of
principles that have been culled from the Rebbe’s Rashi sichos.
Presented in bullet form, these short paragraphs succinctly
outline Rashi’s methodology. These are accompanied by
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footnotes which reference the sources, enabling one to trace
the principle to the original sicha or sichos from which it is
derived. Besides the inherent value in assembling a structure
to Rashi’s commentary, studying these principles will train the
reader to learn Rashi accurately. In the third edition, subtitles
have been added to each individual principle. (See sidebar
for a sample page.)

Examples of Principles (Hadgamos U'Klalim): Instead of
only enumerating abstract principles, Rabbi Blau provides
examples. To illustrate many of the above principles, he chose
selections of various sichos and rewrote them in a way that
clearly demonstrates which principles are at play. This section
of the book has not yet been published in its third edition.

BACKGROUND

In the winter of 5731%, the Torah journal “Shmaatin” (vol.
28) ran a feature by Rabbi Blau where he introduced the Reb-
be’s unique Rashi learning formula to a wider audience for
the first time. A premature concept, the article contained 11
principles and provided 6 examples. The piece was considered
a breakthrough of sorts in certain Torah circles and garnered
much positive feedback.

Shortly afterward, at the farbrengen of Shabbos Parshas
Shemini 5731%, the Rebbe proposed that somebody should
assemble a collection of Rashi’s principles. This would serve
as alearning aid and would eliminate repetition as the Rebbe
would not need to reintroduce these principles in every Rashi
sicha. The Rebbe also explained that although Rashi never
explicitly wrote down his formula, it can be gleaned from
his commentary.

Several months later, Rabbi Blau received a letter from
Rabbi Hodakov appointing him to the task of compiling such
a work. This of course, galvanized him into action and the
momentous project began to form, occupying every spare
moment of his time. Later, he received another letter encour-
aging the undertaking, this time instructing him to keep track
of every Rashi the Rebbe explained.?

The Rebbe was very pleased with the initial work and
would frequently reference it. He also sent a letter to the edi-
tors of “Shmaatin” acknowledging their recognition of the
new genre.

Throughout the next few years, the Rebbe constantly urged
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Rabbi Blau to increase his efforts and hurry the production of
the sefer. In one instance the Rebbe intimated that the zechus
might be transferred to someone else. Finally, in the winter of
5740%, he sent the first draft to the Rebbe. In a letter to Rabbi
Blau, the Rebbe expressed his appreciation and noted that
“chochmah nosaf al melacha gedolah yesh kan” (in addition to
the immense labor, this work reflects impressive scholarship).

During this period, the Rebbe enthusiastically mentioned
this project at several farbrengens, describing the role of
Rashi’s commentary and the effort required to extract his
methodology. Finally, towards the end of 5740%, the first edi-
tion of Klalei Rashi was unveiled. Upon the Rebbe’s instruc-
tion, the shaar blatt (cover page) to the sefer had the same
border design as that of the Rebbe’s other sefarim. This first
edition contained a total of 207 principles and amounted to
130 pages. Since its release, the sefer has been referenced a
number of times in Likkutei Sichos.

In a yechidus during Tishrei of 5741*, the Rebbe thanked
Rabbi Blau for his efforts and advised him to write a second
edition in a less scholarly language utilizing a more user-
friendly design, apropos to Rashi’s readership being the “ben
chamesh I'mikra.” In addition, the Rebbe sent a letter outlining
his request for a second expanded edition which would then
be followed by a third. Throughout the next few years, the
Rebbe continuously urged Rabbi Blau to persist in his efforts,
directing him to isolate more principles to be included in the
upcoming volume.

Thus, in 5751* a second edition appeared on the shelves.
This edition contained 389 principles with 19 examples, and
also included an introduction and an essay titled “Toras
Chesed,” altogether amounting to 249 pages.

Most recently in 5778%, a third revised edition was pub-
lished, comprising 20 chapters and an impressive 620 princi-
ples. The section of examples was removed and will soon be
released as a separate volume. @

1. See Rashi’s commentary to Bereishis 3:8, 3:24, and in several other
places too.

2. These would later form the basis to the set Biurim LPirush Rashi.

*@9 5731-1970/1971, 5740-1979/1980, 5741-1980, 5751-1991, 5778-2018
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Rashi’s goal — to explain
Torah even to a five-year-old:

Since the Torah is intended
to be studied from the tender
age of five years old, it follows
that everything in the Torah
can be explained in a way
that is understood by a five-
year-old. Thus, the purpose
of Rashi’s commentary is to
explain the Torah in such a
way.

Rashi’s explanation — to suit
the child’s understanding:

Accordingly, Rashi’s
commentary is age

appropriate and suitable for
the child’s level of maturity
and previous experience.

Rashi’s vocabulary — to use
familiar language:

Rashi’s commentary is written
as such that it leaves no room
for error, even for a five-
year-old. Thus, Rashi cannot
be saying anything that isn’t
understood at first glance.
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Questions that arise:

Rashi answers questions
that arise from pesukim that

a five-year-old would have

previously encountered.

Structure of explanation:

Rashi only addresses
problems that would arise
from a five-year-old’s prior
knowledge or understanding.

Ilustration:

Sometimes Rashi adds
explanation by illustrating an
idea with a concept that exists
in the world of a five-year-old.

Rashi relies on the child to
answer his own questions:

Rashi won’t address
something that a child could
answer from prior knowledge.

Necessity of proof:

Rashi doesn’t need to prove
anything that is already
apparent to the five-year-old.

Rashi relies on the child’s

knowledge:

Sometimes Rashi may prove
something based on the life
experience of a five-year-old.




